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ily Fort Tayne played en important and definite role in the 
history of the old Horthvest. Its unique position as a port.re sito 
betwoon the iabash and Maunce rivers mde the Yabash route one of the 
maturel witoryeys from the Great Imkes to tho Mississippi river and 
brought Indians and fur traders to this spot at an carly date. During 
the Fronch, British, and Amorican occupation of the region, forts wero 
built here as outposts of defonse in the Indian country. Ilbre was 
located ata later date an important goverment Indian arency, and % 
the towm on cortain days of the yoar flocked hundreds of Indien traders. 
Port Veyno was also situated in the conter of the “aumceetabash fur 
producing rogione 

While giving a comprehensive background of tho French and british 
occunation of the site of Fort ‘ayne, the author has stressed its impor- 


tance in tho early days of American setilenent. The declino of the fur 


Le Y 


trade, followod by the removal of the Indian apency in ised" and the 
construction of the Tabash end Erie canal in tho eighteon thirtios, all 
combined to usher in ® new era in the history of Fort Wayne. With the 
beginning of the camal poriod, the author has brought his study toa 
close. Since thon the devolooment of the city has beon consistent and 
subs tantiale 

From the modern crowing city, it is a far ery back to the time of 
the Miami Indians and the old fort in the wilderness, with its little 
group of mon, puzzled at timos, no doubt, to understand their choice 
of a lifo of lonelincss in an onviromment which eave little opportunity 


for the enjoyment of life. Tho people of today ere none too thou cht 
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ful of thoir oblisation to the pionser soldior, trader, and sottler, 

and it is tho hope of tho writer that besides contrib Uuting to tie annals 
of the Old Hortinvost, this work my create a deeper apnreciation of | 
these carly buildors. At tho sano time, it has beon the dosire of the 
author to troat edd these people objectively rather than in tho ficti- 
tious way of the sentinontnaliste 

Earlier histories of Fort tm ayne, while furnishing valuable m material, 
have eithor boen incomplete or imiccurate, chiofly because many primary 
Source mitorials wore not available to tho writers or wore not lnovm 
to oxiste ‘Tho author his mde extensive use of primary so. torial found 
in the Hunton Collection at Dotroit, the Chicago Historical Library, 
the Fort Vayno Public Library, as woll as other sources. 

Aclnowledsmonts are duo to my individuals who have so kindly civen 
assistanco; especially fy tire Albort Disorens, chief of the Indiem cole~ 
lection of tho Fort Yayno Public Libra ary for making so easy and plotsant 
We use of the valuable documontary materials to be found theres; to the 
librarians at the Detroit Public Library for their aid in working with 

e.terlals in the Surton Historical Collection; and to the librarians of 
the Chicago Historical Socioty Library who assisted the writer in overy 
waye thanks aro similarly due to the officers of the Allon County-Fort 
Vayaeo Historical Society and to many local citizens of Fort jayne. ‘tho 
author also owes his very sincere thanks to the Reverend Thoms 7 MeAvoy, 
head of iin history department of the University of Notre Dame, under 
whose direction the work has been carried on, aml whose advice has boon 
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Chapter I 
THE FRENCH AND BRITISH PERIOD 

To know the history of any town is to know the signifinance of its 
geographical position. This is particulerly true of the early history 
of Fort Wayne (Known te the Indians as Kiskakon or Kekionga (I) and to 
the French and English as Fort Wiami)., Therefore, it is necessary to 
explain the signifneance of the site of Fort Wayne in an era of explo- 
ration and trade when wilderness was king and waterways were the 
arteries of communication, The story of Fort “iayme begins as the history 
of the Maumee~WWabash portage. Located at the confluence of rivers, 
St. Joseph and St. Mary's, which together form the Maumee or ULani of 
Lake Erie, Fort Wayne is situated at the northeast starting point of the 
seven mile portage to the Little River. (sc2 map on page 2) Twenty-two 
miles southwest of Fort Wayne, the Little River joins the Wabash, which, 
in turn, empties into the Ohio and then into the Mississippi. The 
Maumee-abash portage was from the early seventgenth century until the 
mid=nineteenth Sentecs a vital overlend link that tied together th 
great waterway systems of the St. Lawrence and Mississippi. In other 
respects the site of Fort Wayne was at the "crossroads", From this 
doint the traveler could journey northeast up the St. Joseph river into 


the present state of Michigan, or turn southeast up the St. Mary's 


« "Kekionza" is said to mean "blackberry bush", this plant being 
Considered an emblem of antiquity because it sprang vp on the sites of 

Old villages, This theory rests on the statement of Barron, an old 
French trader of the area, However, the word "Kekionza" is nore likely a 
Corruption of Kiskaxon, The Kiskakons were the principal trite of the 
Ottawus who lived on the Maunee at a very earlytime, for which reason this 
river was sometimes called the "Ottawa", Archeological American, 1, p.278. 
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river into the central portion of the present state of Ohio. This,then, 
is the significance of the words of Little Turtle, the great Miami chicf, 
who once called the site of Fort Wayne, "that glorious gate...throuch 
which all the good words of our chiefs had to pass from the north to 
the south, and fron the east to the west." (2) | 

Of the five great portage routes used by the French (3), the Maumee= 
Wabash was the last to be exploited, for, unlike the more northern 
routes, it was along the line of "most resistance". The Iroquois war~ 
fare in this region and as far west as the Illinois country made it 
virtually impossible for the French to use the routes extending through 
southern Lake Erie. With the establishment of the French posts along 
the lower Mississippe, however, the Maumee-Yabash portage gained impor- 
tance, as it proved to be the shortest route connecting the settlenents 
of New France (Canada) and Louisiane. The first white man to use this 
portage may have been some BochoHn French "coureur de bois", pursuing» 
his lawless life of adventure and cia naaaip: There is some clain 


that LaSalle used the Maumee-jfabash portage in his explarations of 1670 


. from iittic Turtie's lpeech at the Treaty of Greenville, quoted in 
H. S. Knapp's History of the Vavmee Valley,p. 357. 

3. Justin Winsor, Larrative and Critical History, IV, P. 22, gives the 

following: 

a. Green Ray, Lake Winnebago and Fox River to the Wisconsin River and 
to the Mississippi 

b. From the upper end of Lake Michigan, the Chicago river, and a short 
portage to the Des Plaines, and Illinois rivers. 

ec. The St. Joseph of Lake Michigan, a portage to the Kankakee and so to 
the Tllinois river again, 

d. The St. Josep!: river to the Wabash by a longer portage and then 
down to’ the Ohio and Mississippi. 

e. The Miami of Lake Erie, a portage to the “labash and down as above, 
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or later, but it is tased, for the most part, on conjecture and is still 
open to various interpretations. (1) In any event, LaSalle's description 
of the territory between Lake Erie and Lake “Michigan indicates a famil- 
fjarity with the rezion, and it was he who first directed the attention of 
the French to this portage by pointing out the way to shorten the route 
to the lower Ohio rever. (5) ‘Whatever LaSalle's plans were for opening 
up this easy channel of communications (6) they had to abandoned because 


of the failure of the French to appease the Iroquois. This powerful 


- 


confederacy had all but annihilated the Zrie Indians earlier in the 
century and were now pe ale their actacks upon the western tribes of 
the Illinois, cut by the Lakes Huron and Illinois /Michigen7, as the 
other routes which I have discovered by the head of Lake Erie and by the 
southern coast of the same, have become too dangerous by frequent 
encounters with the Iroquois who are always on that shore." (7) That 


this route had become "too dangerous" is indicated by the letter of Jean 


« 


de Lamberville to Covnt de Frontenac on Sept, 20, 1682, in which he 
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lL, H. S. Knapp, History of the Maumee Valley, pp. 9-10 
Justin Winsor, Corticr to Frontenac, p. ech. 

Elbert J. Benton, “Zhe Wabash irade Route in the Development of the 
Old Northvest" 

John Hopkins Universit 

Air, Be Les 

5. Pierre argry, Decouvertes des francais dans L'Anerique Septentrionale 
TS Dexet. 

6. Justin winsor, Cartier to Frontenac, p. 256, 

7. Pierre Margry, Op. cite, II, «96; see also, Beverloy Bond, Foundations 
ef Ohio, pp. 70=0. ond holds that the Maumee-Jabash route was bhe 
oricinal one intended to be used by LaSalle who then decided to 

establish his comavnication by means of the upper Ohio 3 due to the 
Iroquois,however, he fell back uvoon the Maumee-iwabesh route as the 
best means of reaching the iWississippe, but was forced to abandon this 


also to the Iroquois, Later Cadillac was to adopt LeSalle's Lake Lrie- 
Maunee-"abash route. 
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expressed his fears that "an Iroquois army, twelve hundred strongee. 
would completely annihilate the Miamis and their neighbors the Siskakon 
[Kiskakon and Ottawa tribes on the headwaters of the Naumee." (6) 

The events which took place near the turn of the eighteenth century 
completely altered the situation for the French in this region. 
Differences between the Fox Indians, located west of Lake "Michigan, and 
the French alienated the former entirely. The result was to conpel the 
French to seek a more direct line of communication with the “wississippe 
settlements than by the “isconsin river-Lake Wichigan route, and to en- 


courage them to promote the trade in the less remote posts. This new 


policy was inauguarated by Cadillac's plan to establish a post at Detroit, 


which met with the Crown's approval and was carried out in 1701. At 

the same time, the French were able to conclude a temporary peace with 
the Iroquois and to induce the pre-French tribes of Miamis to begin 
migrating eastward and to re-establish themselves at the headwaters of 
the Wabash and Maumee rivers, tiie mtecation of the Miasis was a gradual 
process and can be traced from northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin 
eround the head of Lake Michigan to their old settlements on the Wabash, 
Maumee, and Miami rivers. The Nianis were persuaded to move for a 

number of reasons--the hostility of Fox Indians, the advantaces in trade 
and protection furnished by their proxinity to Detroit, and finally the 


abundance of fur, especially beaver, to ba found in the area south and 


Southwest of Lake Erie. Ry 1712, the ‘iamis had taken possession of the 


entire Yabash-valley (9), and the country as far eastward as the Big 
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- Logan Esarey, History of Indiana, p. le. 
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wiani river. Their principal village, Kiskakon, was situated where the 
present city of Fort Wayne now stands. Of the northern tribes the Miani 
confederacy was second only to that of the Iroquois. Father Marquette 
paid them hirh tribute, while LaSalle Geseribed them as "the most 
civilized of all nations of Incians--neat of dress, splendid of bearing, 
hauchty of manner, holding ali other tribes as inferiors." (10) 

Other tribes ebmes to the Ohio valley about the same time. The 
“yandots established themselves along the southern shore of Lake Erie 
about 1701. The Shawnee, a southern tribe, settled principally in the 
lower Scioto valley around 1730, while the Delaware were to be found in 
the Muskingua valley by 1750, A small group of Ottawas were located on 
the Auglaize river, a tributary of the Maumee, about fifty miles 
northeast of Kiskakon. The importance of this small tribe rests in their 
famous chief, Pontiac, and his "conspiracy" against the English in 1763. 
Altosether these tribes numbered about 15,000 people, For the most part, 
they were friends of the French, exer chek at times they expressed 
discontent. 

Grasping the new importance of the Maumee-i‘abash trade route after 
1712, the officials of nae France were quick a suggest to the crown the 
construction of a chain of posts from the head of the Mawmee to the 
mouth of the Yabash in order to protect this increasingly vital line of 
communication between Canada and Louisiena, and, equally, important, to 
counteract the Enrlish ever pressing closer to the Indians in the upper 


Ohio valley. {11) The idea was not new, as LaSalle had suggested such 


sho Winger, The Last of the tiiamis, p.3. 


ll. Pierre Nargry, Op Cite, Vy pp. 359-62. 
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a policy to the home government previously, but the tine was now ripe. 
Economic reasons for establishing these posts were not lackin>. Fear of 
the En:lish meant fear of their participation in the fur trade, which 

was exceedingly valyable in this area. Wild life had increased abundantly 
curing the years of Iroquois warfare when the region was practically 
uninhabitated, A French nenorialist, writing at this time, pointed out 
that the New York traders, through the medium of the Iroquois agents, 
secured between 80,000 and 100,000 beaver skins annually from the area 
south and southwest of Lake frie. (12) This alsost equalled the amount 
teken annually from the whole of the land north of the Great Lakes, 
Cadillac, the founder of Detroit, reported in 1707 that the Maumee valley 
was "the finest land under heaver--fishing and hunting are most abundant 
there." (13) 

The revitalized villare of Kiskakon hecome the location of one of the 
earliest posts established in the French chain along the Naumee-Wabash 
route, and was known as Post or Fort Miami. The exact year of the 
founding of Post Miami by the French is uncertain. Although some 
writers believe the post was established as early eas 1680 or 1686, (11) 
there is no evidence to support svch suppositions. Some confusion seems 


to arise from a misinterpretation of those French colonial documents 


12, Reverley Bond, op. cit., p. 76. 

13, Cadillac Papers, Michiran Pioneer and Historical Collection, XXXIII 
pe 338, 

14, Charles Slocum, Fistory of the Yavmee River Basin, I, p. 86, 
He Sethian py One WLOE Deas Me ee ae 
"Forts Yiami and Fort Industry", Ohio Archaeological and Historical 
Society Publications, XII, p. 120. 
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wrich refer to the Fort “fiami built by LaSalle at the mouth of the St. 
Joseph river of Lake Mich‘gan, and not, as these writers believed, to 
the Tort Mismi at the headwaters of the Maumee, A careful reading of 
these documents is necessary in each $nstance to determine which Fort 
Viani is meant. About the same tine that the eastward migration of the 
‘4amis began 1697 Jean Baptiste Bisset, Sieur de Vincennes, was 
appointed attache to the Miamis. (15) Atv first he was obviously at the 
Miami fort on the southeastern shore of Lake ifichigan, although, as the 
Wiami village, Kiskakon, grew in importance, Vincennes found it ine 
creasingly necessary to visit the Miami village froma 1702 to 1719. It 
is possible that in 1706 he built a snuall post primarily for trading 
purposes at Kiskakon. (16) By 1715 a new element the English fur 
trader had entered the picture and Vincennes, as well as the French 
colonial government, was convinced that it wes no longer feasible to 
encourere the Indians to migrate eastward. From Kiskakon, Vincennes 
reported to the royal officials that the English of Carolina were having 


Join the 


vo 


recourse to every sort of expedient to persuade the Miamis to 
against the French, (17) The increased Snzlish e forts to gain footholds 
in the Wabash and HMaunee valleys, determined Vincennes upon a course of 


action approved by M. de Vaudreuil, governor of Canada. Vincennes’ plan 


15. New Yor« Colonial Dociments, IX, p. $76. This French officer was the 
elder Vincennes, the uncle of Francois larcane, Sieur de Vincennes. 
The youn, cr vyincennes was the founder of the town of vincennes on 
the lower “abash, . 
16. Beverley tonu, op. cite, p. 80. 
Pierre Wargry, Op. cit., III, pp. 219-62. 
17. New York Colonial Docusents ,Paris Docunents, IX, p. 891. 
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called for the removal ef the liiacnis at the headwaters of she Meunes to 
a new center on the St. Joseph river of Lake wichigan, near the present 
city of South fend. (15) It is possible that the plan mizht have 
succeded as Vincennes was “much loved" by the iilemis; however, with his 
death at Kiskakon in 1719, the ‘ante "decided not to co to the river 
St. Joseph, but stay where they are". (19) The Miemis preserved for a 
long time the menory of Vincennes, Thirty years after his death, 
Celeron de Tienville, while urying a group of “ianis to return to 
Riskakon, used the name of Vincennes to work won their minds, speaking 
of hin as the one "whom you loved so much and who always governed you, 
60 that your affairs were prosperous", (20) 

On hearing of the iiemts' decision, M. de Yaudrevil ‘egolved, with 
the apprceval of the Council of Marine, to establish a strong post eat the 
headwaters of the Maumee, For this purpose he sent Captain Dubuisson, 
the formser commander at, Retroit, who had already achieved success on one 
eccesion with the Wianis, to build the fortifications. (21) Finished in 
May, 1722, the fort was located on the right bank of the St. Mary's at a 
datitude later civen by Father Joseph Pierre de Bonnecanos (professor of 
hydography at the Jesvit college of Quebee who visited Fort Miami in 
17L9) as Ll degrees, 29 minutes. Other information Father de gonnecanps 


SL LLL nee ee hee eterna eareegnenne 


16, Archives do la Province cuebec, Vaudrevil to Council of Marine, Oct. 
2l:, 1722. 

19, New Yor Colonial Docunents, LX, 9. 89h. 

eron's Journal® Sisconsin Historical Collections, XVIII. 

el. Archives de la Province .uebec, de Vaudreuil to Council of Marine, 
Oct. 2h, 1722, 
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gives indicates that the fort was about one-half mile down the river 
from the Maunoe-Vabash portage road. (22) Writing to the Council cf 
Harine on October 24, 1722, de Vaudrevil stateds 

The log fort Fort Miami which he Dubuisson had built 


is the finest in the upper country. It is a strong 
fort and safe fra insult fron the savaces, This 


post which is of considerable worth ought to have a 
missionary, One could be sent there in 172) if next 
year the council will send the four Jesuits which 
It is wilikely that the priest requested was ever stationed at Fort 
iiani, as there is no indication from the Jesuit Relations or other 
sources of one being here, although it ~ possible that sons missionaries 
visited this spot on occasion, 
Fort Miami proved of value to the French for various reasons. After 
its construction, it speecily became a military post of consequence, with 
b 5p Pp 4 ) 
a peacetime garrison of twenty to thirty men. (2) It was the policy of 
3 bf 


the French to locate their garrisons and trading posts wherever there 


existed a sufficiently large village of friendly Indians or wherever the 


strategic importance of a place itself made it necessary to erect a fort. 


Fort. 3 iant combined both of these advantages. Once the Miamis determine 

to remain at Kiskakxon, they would benefit the French not only by their 

fur trace but would be a means of protection against hostile tribes and 

the English. The strategic position for a fort at the Maumee-‘Vabesh 

portage was recognized even by the English as early as 1717. (25) 

Le nr RnR SR AEE AF he te gs si ete tpeenaes 

ec. The Jesuits Relations, ed. by Reuben G, Thwaites, LXTX,p. 109 

23. Archives ae la Province Quebec, de Vaudreuil to Council of Marine, 
Oct. 2h, 1722. 


2h, Beverley | Fond, op. cite, p. 61. 
25. Letters of Governor Spotswood, II, pe 296, 
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Pouchet, a french historian, writing shor aiter the French and 
Indien “ar was of the opinion that the French would have been wiser to 
have strength_ened their fortifications in the Milani region than 
establish their line of defense in the upper Ohio. (26) 

Perhaps roves iiani's greatest im portance was as a center of French 
activity among the Indians, Reing at the principal village cf the Miami 
confederacy, this outpost was used as a counter-balance to the English 
intrigue fron New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the Carolinas. It is 
to be noted that Dibuisson was sent to Kiskakon "to co: unteract tne effect 
of all those Pelts it /the Miami nation/ was but too frequently re- 
ceiving and which, as they caused eight or ten Miami canoes to 60 this 
year to trade at Orange, might finally induce all that nation to 
follow their example," (27) 

In 1734, the Sieur de Noyelles was entrusted with the task of 
gathering the scattered Wiaals in their village, where they woute be 
protected froma English intrigue. In this affair he wes seconded by the 
Sieur Darnaud who was in coamand at Fort ian, (28) The French had 
00d reason to fear the Eng ish trader, who a strong economic 
advantage. The goods furnished by the English fn exchange for the furs. 
of the Indians were produced more cheaply than the French, and because 


1 er 


Forman Cadwell, The French in the "ississippi Valley, 17)0-1750, p, 95 
27. New York Colonial Documents, Paris Documents, 1a, p. 89h. 
26, ciisconsin Nistorical Collections, AVIT, pe. cll. Sieur Darnaud was 
in all likelihood Nicolas—warie tenoud Davenne, born 1696, died, 1713, 
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of the British control of the sea trade these goods were transported 
for less. ‘ioreover, rum one of the principal factors in the English 
trade was produced the colonies, while the French traders had to 
japort brandy frou the wother country. As early as 1716, ce Vaudreuil 


”~ 


reported to the Council of Marine that the Iroquois were sending belts 
to the Miamis and Ovi atenons, an allied tribe on the “abash, to induce 
them to seek the necessities of life at the English post on the 

"Oyo river". Here the Indians were offered merchandise "a half 
cheaper rsnvanbie the French", (29) The following year the king re- 
plied throwh the Council that he was well pleas-d to learn that iM. de 
Vincennes, appzrently at Kiskakon, had prevented the Miamis and 
Ouiatenons from accepting the belts of the fnglish. His majesty hoped 
that the sending of searlet cloth would turn the savages away from ths 
English trade. (30) 

Other accounts show the wide-spread influence the French maintained 
from Fort Miami. There were considerable outlays for the savages in 
food, merchandise, and the repairing of arms. From here important chiefs 
were sent to conferences in Detroit-and ‘fontreal, with interpreters and 
guides and all expenses paid, One HMiani chief, Cold foot, was paid 


handsonely for His loyelty in putting an end to a hostile movement. (31) 


ee 


29. Indiana Wisterical Society Publiceticons, VII, p. 72. This post 
was a new settlement of the unglisn from Carolina apparently on 
the upner Ohio itiver. 

30. ee Detfac 

31. Beverley fond, op. cit., p. 81. 
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The expenses for messengers were especially numerous during the year's 
178-1719, when Enclish influence was particularly active, fetween 
ember 25, 17:7, and July 25, 1748, 1, 89) livres were spent at Fort 

Miami for presents for the Indians. (32) The high expenditures at Fort 
Miami of those Wars > of which we have records, gives sone indication of 
the value the French ascribed to the post at the Maumee headwaters. 
Some years the annual expenses for the Indians at Fort Miami alnost 
equalled those of Detroit. 

Fort “iami had its economic "raison d! etre" as the center of the 
thriving fur trade of the Boebetnding region, The furs were brouzht 


westward fron the northvestern and west-central parts ef the present 


state of Ohio, as well as northward from the Wabash valley, and eastward 
from the Illinois country. In his "Mémoir of 1757", Gougainville points 
out that tho ttiani post,,like many of the French posts, wus one 
"renoved frat gree commerce", (33) That is, Fort Miazi was leased for 
a period of three years to the commandant or "Parner" who secured 
exclusive rights to the fur trade, The price of the lease was twelve 
hundred livres per year, ‘oreover the farmer ee with the cost 
of the presents to the savages as well as the weces of the interpreters, 
There were extraordinary expenses, however, that the government paid, For 
instance, Sieur Charly, the farmer at Post Miami in 177, collected 2,007 
livres for the use of twenty-four horces by a party of Indians being led 

| 

32, Archives des colenies, C 11, 117, 118; quoted in ht oa Bond, 


op. cit., p, 81. 
33. isconein Nistorical Collections, XVIII, p. 175. 
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to Detroit for conferences. (3h) These expense accounts had to be 

aoproved by the governor and the "“intendant", the financial representative 

of the crovm, who oftemtines eas the figures down as they saw fit. 

An exanple of a most crastic reduction is found in the case of a bill 

of Sieur Charly for December, 1744. In this instance, Hoequart, the 

royal intencant moderated the bi11 from 1,491 livres to 100 livres. (35) 

In an ordinary year there issued from Fort Hiani 250 to 300 

packages of furs, These furs were shipped by way of Detroit to 

Yontreal, as Fort Miami by its feopzraphical position belonced politically 

and economically within the colony of New France rather than Louisiana, 

Nevertheless, by its prosimity to the Wabash there was frequent 

commumication and trade with the Louisiana settlements, particularly 

Vineennes and those of the Illinois country, For example, in 17h9, 

200 livres were paid at Fort “iami to Jean Baptiste Riddey de S8o0sseron, 

"voyaceur" who had just returned from the’ Illinois country, (36) 

Grain and livestock were sent to Fort Miami from the French settlements 

along the lower “abash and Ohio rivers. For this reason the price of 

corn, flour, and beef was generally lower at Fort Yiami than at 

Detroit and the northern posts such as Michilinacxinae. (37) 
Phevdaunce-Wabash portage became the scene of increased activity 


the French and English rivalry in the upper Ohio country crew more 


3k. B. Pond, on. cit cite, p. Gl. 

35. Norman Calaxolt, op. cite; p. hi; 

36. B. Bond, op. cite, ps Ul. 
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tense during the decade precedinz 1756. From the year 1719 when ten 
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“Miami Indians passed dowm the kaumee on their way to Albany, 


OY 


canoes of 
New York, with furs and returned with firearas, ammunition, and trinkets, 
the English endeavored to bring these savages under their influence. 
During the 1740's, there was a notable expansion of English trade with 
the Indians of this region. Twice-in 1739 and asain in 17h the French 
commander of Detroit, M. de Longueil, led strong expeditions along the 
Mavmee-Yabash against British traders on the “hite river near the 

center of the present state of Indiana. “hile he succeeded in his 
imnediate objective, this display of military power no longer held the 
Indians in check. In 1747, the Wyandot chief, Sanosket, also know as 
Nicolas, under the influence of the English led an uprising against the 
French, The Miamis at Kiskakon believing; that Detroit had been 

capturoa, set fire to rort Mlasi and captured the eight men within the’ 
Stockade at the time. (30) The temporary commander, Ensign Douvilie, 

was at Detroit when the Indians committed the pillage. He hi been sent 
to the Miamis in order to invite them to a conference at Montreal, and 
two of their chiefs, Cold Foot and Pore Epic had accompanied him as far 
as Detroit when they received the news that the post had been taken. (39) 
Douville journeyed on to Montreal alone, while Sieur Dubuisson, now 
Commanding at Detroit, hastened to Kiskckon with the two chiefs and a 
force of sone sixty men, "with a view to deprive the enemy the Fritish of 
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38, New York Colonial Documents, Paris Tecuments, IX, P. 8. 
) sconsin Historical Collections, XVII, pp. L65~7. 
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he literfy of seizing a post of considerable importance." (10) 
Dutuissen found the fort and buildings only partially destroyed, but he 
was able to do little more than hold his position, without attempting to 
repair the place, 

In tie spring of 1748, Dubuisson returned to Detroit eeueade Captain 


Charles DeRaymond in charge of the post, which Father de Rornecamps, 


arriving the next year, described as being "ina very bad condition". (h1) 


Dekaymond was probably the most colorful fir¢ure toe comnand Fort Miami 


during the French period, He had been one of the chief proponents of the 


policy of destroying the English influence in the Ohio, as he saw the 
danger of tcleruting the English traders in the Viani recion. Ina 
menoir he presented in 175 he gives one of tha best analyses of the 
whole Ohio question fron the French point of view. (42) Writing from 
Fort Miami in 1747 to the crown, he pointed out that had the growth of 
English influence been checked imnediately, the uprising under Nicolas 
could never have occurred, (43) Now in command of a partially ruined 
fort, DeRaymond had good reason to fear further trouble, Although the 


Miamis had given assurances of loyalty after the arrival of Dubuisson, 


most of them under the leadership of a Miami chief, "La Denoiselle" 


(so termed because of his fondness for dress and ornaments) had noved to 


Pickawillany, ancEnglish trading post on Loramie's Creek at the start of 


the portaze to the 54, Mary's river, northwest of the present tow of 
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The French, determined to make a fer Nedcos wtonver the savages of 
the Ohio country, and to find out the true conditions existing there, 
gent the veteran officer, Pierre Joseph Celoron, Sieur de Bisnville, 
with a force cf 230 men down tv the Great “iami river. Journeying up 
the later river to its headwaters, Celoron stopped at the village of 
"La Demoiselle" and urged the Viamis to return to Kiskakon. Celoron 
was disappointed bitterly when the wily "La Demoiselle” would merely 
promise to return to Kiskakon sometime in the future, Crossing the 
pontace to the St. Mary's, Celoron's expedition continued up that river 
to fort viant. Here they stopped only long enouyh to buy provisions and 
and canoes to continue to Detroit. (ll) Celoron and Father de 
Bonnecangs, the chaplain and hydrographer of the expedition, found the 
energetic DeRaynond dissetisfied with his "decaying"fort. Moreover, 
he "did not approve the situation of the fort and maintainec that it 
should be placed on the bank of the St. “Joseph, a scant league from the 
present site." (5) DeRaymond wished to show them the spot that he had 
selected for the new fort and obtain their opinion of it, tut Celoron 
was in haste td depart. DeRaynond received some consolation from the 
fact that Mather de Bonnecanps, an expert, could trace a plan for the 
proposed fort. (16) 


Barly in the year 1750, DeRaymond ae ey the new fort on the ‘left 
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LL. The journal kept by Celoron on this expedition may be found in Margry, 


Op. cit., VI, 666 ff. ; 
a ae jelations, ed. by R. Thwaites, LXIX, p. 189. 
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hank of the St. Joseph. It stood on rather high ground (at the present 


t, Joe “oulevard and Delavare Avenue), less than a mile from the 


S 
4unction of the St. Joseph and St. Mary's. (47) Chief Coid Foot, a 


, 


staunch friend of the Franch, occuvied the discarded buildings of the olc 


fort, wich became the center of an Indisn settlement known as Cold 
Foot Villare. Half a mile to the south of the new fort, where the 
vavmee turns in its course toward she east, lay the villegce of Kiskakon. 
Yost of its inhabitants had joined the tnzlish at Pickawiliany. 
¥ritine to Governor LaJonquiere in September, 1719, DeRaynond reported 
that the attitude of all the nations was very bad and epparently was 
becoming worse, (13) Again in 1751, he reported: 

My people /the French traders/ are leaving me for 

Detroit. Nohody wants to stay here and have ris 

throat cut. All of the tribes who go to the English 

at Pickawillany come back loaded with gifts. I am 

too weak to meet the danger. Instead of twenty men, I 

neec five hundred...The trites here are leaguing to- 

- gather te kill all the French...This I am told by 

Colu Foot, a creat Yiami chief, whom I think an 

honest man...If the English stay in this country, we 

are lost. We must attack end drive them out. (49) 
To adc to the distress of the French, a smallpox epidemic in the winter 
of 1751, carried away mary of the inhatitants of Cold Toot Village, 


including their good friend, Cold Foot, and his son. (50) 


Thet not all cf the rrench traders at Fort Miani were scurrying to 


L8, isey Val. Hist., tev. Ve 9, pe 315. 
L9. Francis Prarknan, itontcalm and Yolfe, I, p. 87. 


50. Charles Slocun, Cpe Cite, pe 99. 
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Detroit is evident fron the fact that in the year 1750 one of the most 
noted traders of the area, doseph Lrcuet de Richerville, came to 
“iskakon. (51) Hicherville was a scion of French nobility who ates 
was seeking a life of adventure or was engaged in the fur trade for the 
ware gake of a livelihood, as the family wealth had dwincled, ‘Shortly 
after his arrival, Richerviile married Tahcumwah, the dsurhter of the 
reicning Yiavi chief, Aquenochgua, and sister of the future chief, 
Little Turtle. Tahcumwah was later known as Marie Louisa, (52) 
apparently the name she received in baptisa. All who came in contact 
with her at-a later date speak of her as a clever and intellij-ent 
wonan, and it was largely throush her efforts that her son, Jean. 
Baptiste de iicherville, arose to such hich proainence as the last civil 
chief of the ‘Manis. (53) 

The arrival. of deseph Drovet de Richerville at fort Lilani was an 
{solated case, however, and what DeRaynond had said of the traders 
leaving ie Cetroit renained true, In all likelihood, Doxajgond, 
despite his zeal, was ,lad to be relieved in 1751 by a new comnandant, 
Neyon fe Villiers, De Villiers had hardly assumed commanc when an 
English trader, John Pathin, was captured within the fort itself, AS 
France end England were then at peace, Governor Georve Clinton of Now 


York demanded an explanation of the incident. The French governor, the 
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Sl. Chavies Lasselle "Indian Tracers of Indiana", Indiana “agazine of 
History, II, Number l, p. bh. Gib ths Sines 

$2. A Narrative of Life on the Frontier, lienry Hay's Journal, ed, by 
Hilo Gualite Fe .oke 


53. Infra-p, 139. 
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Yarquis de la Jonquiere, replied sharply: 


limits of the Kine of Great Pritain's possessions, not 
Satins ed with multiplying thenselves more AL rore on 
ver...have more than that proceeded within sight of 
Detroit, even unto the fort of the Miamls...ceccccecacccee 
John Pathin, en inhabitent of “illensten, has teen 
arrested in the i'rench fort of the Mianis by 4. de 
Villiers, commandsnt of that post...he entered the fort 
of the Mianis to persuade the f ins who remained 
there, to unite with those who have. fled to the beautiful 
river {the Ohiog He has been taken in the French fort. 
Nothing more is necessary. (51) 


The English, far from confining themselves within the 


A short time later, two men of de Villiers garrison were scalped by 
tLa Demoiselle's savages." Indeed the English seem to have laid claim 
to the very fort itself, for on Witchell's "ap of North America", 
drawn in 1755,,fort Miami ts referred to as "the Fort usurped by the 
French", 

In June, 1752, a French and Indian force, coming ty way of the 
Maumee and St. Mary's rivers, fell on Pickavillany, completely ces- 
troying the English post, so annoying tc the French at Fort Miami. 
Four years later, during the French and Indian War, Lieutenant 
Bellestre, the commandant of Fort Viami, led a party of 25 French and 
205 Indians from his post to the head of the James River, «whcre the 
captured 2 blocxhouse and some ten Virginia "Rangers". After his 
release, one of the captives, Major Smith, proposed to lead a force 


of 1,000 wocds.cen and a sufficient numer of Indians across the Chio 


and. over the Shaxnee trail from old Pickavillany to Fort Mianl and then 


ee 
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Su. Margvis de la Jonyuiere to Bovernor Clinton, Aug. 10, 1751, New York 
Colonial focunents, VI, pp. 729-3k. 
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on to Detroit. (55) Hothing cane of his plans, however. 

when de Vaudrevil, governor of Canada, capitulated at ‘fontreal in 
1760, he issued orders for the surrender of the posts-——fichilimsckinac, 
Detroit, Green Bay, St. Joseph, Oulatenon, and Miami--as dependencics of 

Canada. (56) on Movember 29, 1760, Detroit was surrended to “ajor 

Robert Rogers in command of the "Rangers", Eight days later, Lieutenant 
Join Rukbler with a detachment of twenty men set out from Detroit to 
receive the formal transfer of Tort Miani from the French commander, thus 
bringing to an end French rvle at the headwaters of the “Yaumee. (57) 

Although of stratecic importence, Fort Miami never became «ore than 
a military outpost and tradins center during the French period of 
occupation. Father de Zonnecazps wrote in 1749 of the French villare in 
and around the fort, "The French there number tw intyOtwo3; all of them... 
had the fever...There were eight ee or to speak more correctly, 
eight miserable huts which only the desire of-making money render en- 
durable." (58) "The desire of making money" is of course a reference to 
the fur trade, the only occupation, outside of the military, of those 


French living there. The large Indian villeyes surrounding the fort 


55. “everley “ond, J Jee PP. 153-15) 

56. For an interesting d seussion ees the ‘wrench attempt duping the peace 
negotiations at ene end of the war to establish the Yaumee and Yabash 

rivers as the new bouncary tetween the two colonial enpires, see Theodore 
Pease's article, "Indiana in Contention between France and Encland" 
in the Indiana Historical Sulletin, XII. 

57. "Creghan'’s Journal", Early .estern Travels, ed. by 8. G. Thwaites, 
I, poe 122-23, 

58. Jésuit Relations, ed. R. G. Thwaites, LXIX, p. 189, 
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tracer and soldier, but, at the seme time, this 


ent of Indian friencship probably excluded eny sizable 


ent. ‘hatever the reasons we must ccnciude thut, unlike 


t Miami did not attract any type of French settler, cite 
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sent a french treder to Tort fitt for the necessary supplies 


spring, Butler was relieved by Ensign kobert Holmes, whe-was 


rertered ty—ns-in—soberttHeiness she was destined to become one of the 


conspiracy", 


gs of the Indian : uprising of 1763, known as "Pontiac's 


Trorically, Holmee was also one of the first to learn of 


the iapendine danver and passed the information on t® Major Gladwyn, the 


Enrlish commander at Tetrcit, adding, however, "this affair is very 


tinely stopt". 
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(41) A month later he allowsd himself to te lured from 
part of his Indian nistress to aid 
Holmes was instantly killed by the save..cs cone 
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61. Francis Parkman, Conspiracy of Pontiac, 1, p. 189. 
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Jacques Godefroy and Money Chene, two Frenchnen who wer: inclicated with 


aes 


the Mianis in the scheme. Godfroy, after leacinz ancther success 


9 


attack on Oniatenon, journeyed to Sandusky where he feli into the hands 


of Colonel “randcstreét who had arrived from, Niagara with a large rorce to 


— 


quell the uprising. Godefroy had been a prominent citizen of Letroit 
and had taken the oath of allegiance to the tritish crown; ccnsequently, 
he expected death at the hands of the Eritish. Instead he was given 
his freedom on condition that he would guide and protect an inplish 
officer, Captain Thomas Morris, who was being sent to the Tilinois 
Indians by way of the Maumee. Captain ‘orris, wes a man of culture and 
literary tendencies, Reine such, he kept an excellent diary of exper- 


iences, which he was later persuaded to publish. (62) 


Almont any man would have failed in an attempt to ¢o through hundreds 


of miles of hostile Indian country, and Capta’n Morris was no exception. 
Favin; journeyed up the Maumee as far-as sisksakon, Morris met, such a 
danrzerous reception at this place that he was forced to turn back. In 


fact he was fortunate to eScape with his life, as tha indians intended 
to burn him at the stake, and he was saved only by the intercession of 
Godefroy and the young chief Pecanne, Morris was also befrienced within 
the fort by two French traders, Capucin and L'ssperance and a Jewish 
trader, Levi, L'isperance concealed the imclish officer within his 


house until it was safe for hin to leave, Captain Morris, cexpite the 


ill-treatment by the Indians, clearly saw the reason for their 


62. The Journal of Captain Yorris as qvoted in nis “iscellanies in Prose 
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dissatisfaction, fe observed that the French policy, or custom, of 
intermarriage with the Indians had been more beneficial than that of 
English, as the Indians felt that they and the French were one people. 
‘oreover, he noted that the French prohibited , "the sale of spiritous 
liquors to Indiaxs under pain of not receiving absolution; none tut a 
bishop feould/ bbsolve a person guilty of it." He went on to point out, 
"This prevented many mischiefs too frequent auong the unfortunate tribes 
of savages who are falien to cur lot." (63) 

The failure of Captain Morris to get past Kiskakon, demonstrated 
beyond doubt that as long as the Indians at this spot were unfriendly, 
they could prevent any intercourse with those tribes to the south and 
southwest. Consequently, Colonel George Croghan, a famous English 
trader in the Ohio valley, was sent to the Maumee-Wabash area to pacify 
the tribes. Croghan was received with a display of enthusiasm by the 
Indians at Kiskakon, who hoisted an English flag he had given them at 
Fort Pitt. Croghan reported as follows: 

The Twichtwee village /the English called the Viamis "twight- 
wees"/ is situated on both sides of a river called St. Joseph. 
This river where it falls into the Miame /‘aumee7 river about 
a quarter of a mile fron this place is one hundred yards wide, 
on the east side of which stands a stockade fort, somewhat 
ruinous. The Indian village consists of about forty or fifty . 
cabins, tesides nine or ten French houses, a runaway colony 
from Detroit during the late Indian war3; they were concerned 
in it, and being afraid of punishment cane to this post, 

where ever since they have spirited up the Indians against 

the Unglish. All the French residing here are a lazy indolent 


people, fond of breeding mischief...and should by no means 
be suffered to remain here,..The country is pleasant, the 


63. Captain Thomas Morris, op. cit., p. 312, This prohibition of the 


Sale of liquor to the Indian was not always as successful as Capt. 
Morris thoujht. ; 
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soil rich and well watered. (6);). 


er 


Croghan's judynent of the French at Kiskakon seems rather harsh, 
although his opinion of bier#oaneh at Vincennes is no better. Apparently 
in the eyes of the austere English and colonists, the more carefree life 
of the French "habitants" of the western pests scemed to be an indication 
of indolence on the latter's part. (65) Furthermore, it is difficult to 
explain why the same French people who had saved the life of Captain 
Morris in the previous year would now be "spiriting up" the Indians 
against the English, especially since Pontiac's plans had collapsed, On 
the other hand, it was not to be expected that these French people 
would immediately cast aside all hostility toward their recent enemies. 
By 1765, it is likely that these French traders, weary of the warfare 


that had ruined their business, were ready to assume a neutral attitude, 


while the Indians themselves grudgingly came to terms with the English. 


From the day Fort Miami fell to Pontiac's Miani allies in 1763 
until General Anthony Jayne built the American fort on the side of the 
modern city of Fort Wayne in 1794, there was no permanent (655 garrison 
Stationed at the headwaters of the Maumee, Over this period of thirty- 
one years--during which time the American nation came into being——-the 
region of which we speak gradually became the rendezvous of a defiant 


mixture of Indian warriors and lawless renegades of the frontier, such 


« "Croghan's Journal", Western Travels, I, pp. 149-150 

65. For the French philosopher Volney's description of these French 
Creoles See Infra. p. 57. 

66, After LaBalm's raid, a British force was stationed at Fort Miani for 

four months, see Infra. pp, 29-51. 
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as the Girties. It was also the home of a heterogerous population of 
English and French traders and -heir fanilies, French "enga:es", and 
Hiami, Delaware, and Sharmee tribes, All togebher, they formed a ccn- 
siderable settlement or s. ttlesents, known near the end of the 
Revolution as the Miami Towns, the Hiani Villages, or simply, ‘iiami- 
town.. In. a sense such a plece_was the forerunner of the frontier towns 
of the next century. 

In 1772, Sir “illiam Johnson, in charge of Indian affairs in 
ay baie pointed ovt to the British government the advisability of 
Pacctun ying and strengthening the Miaai post, as it was "a place of 
some importamce", (67) Since the Indians were pacified, the home 
governnent for the sake of economy, did not see fit to carry out his 
suggestion at the tice. A memorandum of the same year speaks of the 
“fort being inhabited by Eight or Ten French families", (68) A sprees: 
apparently taken in 1769 by the English, lists the names of nine 
French families living at Fort Miami. (69) These French passdeute were 
nearly all tracers, though some of them had been located here for many 
years. By 1772, most of them were willing to accept the friendship of 
their former foes, the English--primarily for mercenary reasons, 
British policy kept the colonists from occupying the land north of the 


Ohio, which meant the preservation of the Indian fur trade, WUoreover 


63. Illinois Historical Collections, XVI, p. 60. Cit 
68, Indiana Historical Society Publications, TIS pscson : 

t Jeu. the following names are listed: Capuchin, Baptiste 
Campau, Nichclas Perct, Pierre Parthe, ROCESS ny ec? 
eeaecn Francois Valsonvil! le, Laurain, 
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practically all their furs were sold throvgh the London market. Thus, 


with the out break of the American Revolution, the French traders at 


Fort Miami felt they had more to lose by being friendly with the Amsrican 


cause than their neighbors, the French inhabitcnts of Vincennes and the 
Illinois settlements who were primarily interested in farming. (#0) 
Nith the outbreak of the Revolution, British troops could not be 
spared for the post at Wiamitow, but it was placed under strict 
supervision by Lieutenant-Governor Henry Hamilton at Detroit, Hawilton 
appointed Jacques Lasselle, an officer in the Canadian militia, to the 
&upertintendency of this post as an agent of Indian affairs. Lasselle 
arrived with his family in 1776 from Montreal. (71) His duties were to 
see that the Indians maintained their active friendship for the Eritish 
cause and to check the passports of all persons going from Detroit to 
the Wabash and lower Ohio. (72) None but those holding a license 
issued by the British authorities were permitted to engage in trade, 
The year that trought Lasselle to “iamitown game also to the region 
Peter Larontaine and Charles (John?) Beaubien from Detroit, (73) Roth 
settled in the Spy Run area of modern Fort Wayne. In his marriage with 
a Yiami woman end the identification of his interests with those of the 
Indians, La¥ontaine declared his loyalty to the red men. LaFontaine's 
grandson, Francis Lafontaine, was the last chief of the ‘Miamis to hold 


any real authority over the tribe, To Charles Deaubien there attaches 


en EE RE CEE Sl NRE EEN A NE A TL ST 
70, As it turned out the people of Vincennes suffered a yreat aeal for 


their friendship with the American cause, 
71. Charles Lasselle, Loc. cit.,p.l. 
72. Wallace A. Brice, listory of Fort Wayne, P. 102. 
73. Charles Lasselle, Loc. cite, p. ue 


hae ncn 


’ : = ih 
ei? «.dettam sobnal send hy: ahaontt pe 


Ll 

’ 
eh) : 
aus ' 


a 


ys 

de ewtebaid donor? ort? okstonelt fts9i208 ost Yo. | send ; 

; po , 

asoltem\ off détw yfbnols? gated 4 oot oe oom bed yods | { 
| a a RT 


ei? bas aemroontY te ednsdidadat donee ats srodrinton thet Gab: 2 
, Wiave okt 


ah ij 7 is 


(OM) .: ni cers? ni bedeotadind + nner ct asa * * 


fotktust  .abeated ge medkinel ae romovet~énanodueed. ey none - % r8que 
A Hae | am ws . At 


eit of ,sititio aatbaned edgy at 1esktto fis ifouaal sesipost 1 sail 
rr i ae 
vifovzal ,ecietis neihei te gnege ne ee Saves 4 obits ‘to. conebnegatde 


= Cae ait, * 
, Of Over geljub ati (£7) -Lasrtaon port OTL at shits, aid din. San 
Nig rah i ie 


Aeigiss oat tot giitebretxi evisos whens bonkedet2an ecatbot ody santo vee 
of Siotged aovi p pa, ernoat rey Lis te eon ory noma of a 
ocneoll « yoltifod everdd gud ono (9%). voto apwoL hale anda 
-Sbe7s mt syagae of badd Lorseq, o1hw ‘wads twodéus soxameinte ex wt 
nolyet edd ot owls enag mmrotimal’ o¢ elieurms detgioret sad maey 


ago® (ET) .dhondet! moxt sotduset (¢ndoh) eekred® bas ecistnot. 


a 
d3iw egsivtean etd ot renga IF srepbom te gous ‘nigh wae edd. ate * 


ens Yo eons abeie edserotat eit to no hieottitaebt ots ore vee a ris 
a Bh: tiv] 


stenisino%al .nom bet esis of vtiigal ate metntnet, ontasnoSed 48 


ead ie 

bfed oF simatl uit Yo tetdp seal edd all contasno%al. on i no 
bw Oa i " i ' 

aetoatts eto? setdeset volte) of oad eds vero wt ontsus. £ 

: F c a Sti Nya 
tol laeo Jeet, 4 osivTise teanedmtl ke rulnong "edd Uo boas ry 
aang raothoni 06 peg 


at | oi sBe A Tea .} = 


’ S0L Pe | rt *) my 
71) vw ave opal ah etiabes 
Tie! Aathad j ‘ ids &? ais | ieee wine F a . ‘ , > 
ean roy oy " ia 40 4) ny Pore Pa) 
- 7 ie ie if f a 
iP | Pay 


ne Naty. ibaa 


nA 


greater 3nterest. Ee was very active in the Pnplish cause and was a 
favorite of both Hamilton and Major arent S. DePeyster, who succeeded 
Hanilton as Lieutenunt-Govenor of Detroit. From iiamitown, Beaubien, 
with a young Frenchman named Lorimer and a band of sone eighty indians, 
made a raid into Kentucky, where they captured an American party aur 
Daniel Boone at Plue Licks in 1778. In the sawe year he served as a 
scout for Hamilton's arny, preceding it to Vincennes. DePeyster, in 
1780, propesed to recall all the traders, but Reaubien, from Miaaitown. 
Because of his pro-2ritish activities, Peaubien was cordially hated by 
the peosle of Vincennes, "who wished to hang hin". (7:) 

On September, 22, 1778, Hamilton rectived from Beaubien at Vianitown 
the first news that Colonel “George Hogers Clark and his Virginians had 
taken Vincennes. (75) Hamilton prepared for his ill-fated expedition 
to Vincennes by ordering the milita to prepare the Vaumee-*abash portaye 
route and strengthen the defenses at Mianitown. Supplies, valued at 
£50,000, were left there to be sent to Viveennes later. Concerninz the 
portage, Hamilton wrote: 

The waters were so uncomaonly low that we should noe have been 
able to have passed but that at the distance of four miles 
from the landing place the beavers had mate a dam which xept 
up the water; these we cut throuych to vive passage to our 


‘boats...Tne beaver are never molested at that place by the 
traders or Averigines, and soon repair their dam. (75) 


(eee eee enone mE OECD CLES SET 


7. DePeyster to Haldimand, Nov. 16, 1750, lichigan Pioneer Collections, 
xX, Pe Lh9. 

75. Hanilton to Haldimand, Sept. 22, 1778, Tbid, IX,p. 

76. Charles Slocun, op. cite, p. hi72. 
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Clark constantly thought the capture o* Detroit to te his ultinate 
goal in the northwest campaign. The first step in his proposed expeditim 
was to te the reduction of Miamitown; however, he was prevented from 
making any move toward “flamitown and Detroit, as he lacked zen ard 
supplies. “hile (th i2@ subject was still fresh in the minds of the in- 
habitants along the lower Ohio, another individual made his appearance 
to undertake what even the darin= Clark considered imprudent, This 
man was Augustus Mottin de La?alme, a lieutenant-colonel in the French 
cavalry who had come to America to offer his services to the colonies. 
In July, 1777, he was commissioned inspector Benereai of cavalry by 
Congress, but feeling himself slighted in not being placed in command of 
that division of the army, he resi.necd in October and engaged in private 
business. Late in the spri:g of 1780, he was sent west to arouse the 
French in Illinois, The antipathy of the Inaians and French toward the 
Virginians hindered him a great deal and in order to accomplish his 
purpose, he abandoned the Virginians and promised the French and iiarane 
that royal troops of France woulc soon be on the ‘Mississippe. (77) 

At Vincennes and Kaskaskia he gathered a force to lead asainst Wiami- 
town, with the ultimate objective teins Detroit. Four Hundred men were 
to have joined him at Ouiatenon, but as these reinforcements did not 
appear, he was obliged to strike at Mianitown on November 3, 1784), with 


es cee Ne 


77. Michtran Pioneer Collections, XIX, p. 699, or La®alme's dramatic 
Specenes to the trench, sce the Illinois Yistorical Collections, II, 
Pp. xc. For other information concerning Lavalme, see the Virginia 
State Papers, I; De 380. 
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but 103 men,before the news of the expedition reached there. The | 
initial blow was successful as the traders and Indians were taken by | 
‘surprise and barely had time to flee the villa:e. The Lasselle family | 
was forced to escape by way of the Maumee, and in their haste, their 

| anal daughter was drowned. La Balme's men fell to plundering the 


traders? geods and Indian villages, then ret ired to Aboite creck, a 


a 


‘few niles to the southwest. Beaubien and Lafontaine, whose goocs had 
Ibeen destroyed, incited the Indians to attack La Balme, as the Indians, | 
learning the party was French, were not disposed at first to retaliate. 
‘The red men, led by their famovs war chief, Little Turtle, in his first 
lajor engacement, completely defeated La Balme's force, all but a few i 
boing either killed or captured. La Palme himself was killed and his 
sao papers, along with the news of the victory, were sent to ; i 
TePeyster at Detroit. Among these papers was the intelligence La Dalme | 
nas gathered about Miamitoyn and its traders. The goods at Beaubiens' 
store, which was Nkept by Mr, LaFontaine, an old man" was valued at | 
50,000 livres, Another store, kept by Mr. Mouton, a partner of | 
peaublen, was also valued at 50,000 livres. These goods were "equally | 
well disposed" to "ir, Dartheleny fiisted in the census of Fort Niami in 
11697, ur. Rivard, Ur. Lorrance, Ure Gouin of Detroit, ‘ir. Lascelle 

[asec lie?7, ur. Pottevin, Ur, Paillet, ur. Duplessy, & others,..& an 
feerican called George, a partner of Israel /possibly the Jew, Levi, 

. aided Captain Morris in 1767. " (78) 

78. "La Balme Papers", Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, 

| XIx, pp. 570-8 
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DePeyster was thoroughly alarsaed upon learning of La Palue's ex- 

| pedition, and he ixueciately dispatehed the "Rangers" to iiiasitown with 
orders to cower the cannon there, until it was possible to send then to 
i Detroit. (79) Captain Thompson of the "Ranvers* reported to LDepeyster 
os March 1), 1781, that he was taking imnediate action to alter the old 
' 


‘fort. & false rumor that the French of Vincennes were heading for 
| 


» 


| Mianitown, brought the Indians flocking to their villages. Their spirit 
[2 very hich, and several times they asked Captain Thonpson for assis= 
| 

itance "to go and destroy Post St. Vincent, as it is the only place that 


gives them any uneasiness." (80) 


| 
The treaty of Paris in 1783, which formally brousht te an end the 

; 
evolutionary War, transferred the sovereignty of the land scuth of the 
7 


\Great Lakes to the United States, Actually this transfer made little 


i * ’ gy . > . 
| impression on conditicns at Viamitow, for, in truth, the Revolution in 


ithe West cloced only with the Jay and Greenville treaties, Great 


| Britain, in violation of the treaty of Paris, ccntinucd to hold Detroit 
i . 
‘together with other posts along the southern shore of the Lakes, iy 


|this means they maintained effective control of the fur trade of the 


iH = 
iNorthwest, and, thereby, to a great extent, influenced the indians. 

| Just how much the british officials were responsible for the Indian 
iwarfare fron 1783 to 179 is a debatable question. At times the action 
i 


lof the =ritish officials seems to have been a case of the right hand 


79. "Haldimand Papers", Yichigan Pioneer and Histories] Collections, XIX, 
82 

pe 562, 

80. Capt. A. Thompson to [LePeyster, Mar. lh, 1781, Michizan Pioneer and 
Historical Collections, XIX, pp. 589-600. 
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| 
| 
: ecalging knife and tonahawk, may consider the su>ject calaly 


ae Se | 


_not letting the left hand know what it was doing. Prescnt-day stucents 


} 


| 
| of the subjects are inclined to acquit the British csovernuent of any | 


| 


i 
| positive ageney in the matter. They voint out that the constent warfare | 
| injured the fur trade of the area which was in a state of decline | 
| during this period enyway. (€1) or did the Indians need much en- 


ope to take the warpath, as the ever-increesing tide of ine 


| ; : ; 
| migretion coming down the Ohio and across the mountains threatened to 


ae them. But the American se+tler did not reason this ways to him 


| 
| 
ithe English government was responsible. Milo Quaife, historian of the 
| | 

| 


| 
| 


| The present cay scholar, possessing sources of inforvation 


Cenied to contennoraries and entire irmamnity fron the cor 
f ¥ & 


\ 
i 
| 
| 
| and philosophically; the American borderer's opinions were 

| based u.0n the acts of Great Britain's 2 ents in Anerica and 
| the visible facts of the situation on the frontier, (c2) 

| 


A concrete exauple of the conditiem of the indian fur trade and war- 
i 


| 
| 
Northwest, correctly observes: | 
| 
| 
| ' 
| | 


fare during this period and their connection with the Uritish trader and 
| 


{ 
his’ government is given in the history of ‘iamitown between 1723 and | 
! 


| 
{ 


‘point from which the Indian raiding parties harassed the frontier, 


} 
(Twenty-six war parties left Niemnitown in a period of six months during 
i 
'1786.(83) There is a strong tradition and some evidence to show that 
i : 


anata 


| Studies in Social Sciences, XIV, p. 513. 
182. Hilo Quaife, on. cit., 2. 203. 

83. Leonerd Heldera n “Danger on the Yabash, Vincennes letters of 17f6— 
87" Ind. Nac. of Histo 


‘81. “Nayne Steven, "The Northwest Fur Trade" University of Tliinois | 
5. XAXIV, tps 595 
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‘179. %In the heart of the Indian country, “ianitown was the principal 
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-@ secret society of -iasi warriors of necessary covra.e and cunning ) 
‘met at stated intervals at ‘iasitown for the purpose of burning a 

beanie and eating his flesh. (8) Dy its proxinity to Detroit, 

| vamitow remained within the British orbit of trade. The erchants © | 
Tak Siauitown formed a loose association for their mutual benefit 
hoaried the "Society of the Jiamis". (85) Fusiness was carried on not | 
jonly with Detroit and ether fn.lish controlled stations, but also with | 


| Vincennes and the Illinois settlements, until Indian worfare and the 
taeacesty of the American settlers toward the traders made it virtually 
“impossible to go to the lower “abash, 

| Low market prices, bad fur seasons, and almost constant warfare by 

| the indiens threatened to ruin the fur trade following the Revolution, 

| Many “£ the small companies failed and the lar,-er ones had difficulties. 
IDavid “Pay, @ prominent trader at iamitown, was advised not to ecne to 
‘Detroit, as his creditor, “illiam Roberts<n, was awaiting Gray's errival 
(86) The previous year, 1785, the same Fray had been requested to aid 
ee, 

‘in collecting @ long-standing debt from two of his fellow villa ers, 

| 
| | 
I tatz0a because he could not meet the claims of his creditors, (38) 


Rivard and LaBerche. (87) Larimier, another trader at ¥iamitown, 


84. Logan Esarey, op. cit., I, p. 102. 

85. George Sharp to Paul Camelin, June 23, 1736, "Letters from Ei. hteenth 
Century Indiana Merchants" (the Lasselle Papers) ed. C. 2. Coleman | 
and published in the Indiana Narazine of Nistory,¥, pp /4S5- /4b. 

86. George Leith to Gray, Apr. 3, 1705, loc. Cited, pp gy: HHS. 

G7. John wacPherson to Fray, “arch, 1709, loc. cit., ¥, pp /42- 143. | 

88. Ironside to Gray, Apr. 15, IETS Secs Cites ivy PP ISI- ISL. 
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89. Ironside to Gray, ‘ar. 15, 1707, loc. cite, Ve 
90. Ironside to Gray, Feb. 15, 1757, loc. cit., Ve Seorre Ironside was 
F , g Ate Sibes 


There was constant danger that the British traders might lose all the 


export trede of the region to the Cpanish at New Orleans. In 1787, the 


"Society" found it necessary to send "the Grandmaster to Vincennes to 
keep the trade ‘ron going to New Orleans. (89) The Indians were also 
en uncertain ovantity and at tices were hostile even to the traders. 
Chapeau, a.menver of the “Society", was killed by the Indians and 
Georve Ironside reluctantly told Gray at Vincennes to send the zoods 
to New Orleans rather than risk shipping thew up the sabash. (90) 
Gray was repeatedly warned by Ironside to be most cautious on his 
return trip to Mianitown as he was in dan -er of losing his Rifess St 
is to the credit of the Miacitom traders that they traded only spar=- 
ingly in liquor with the Indians. Their reasons were not altogebher 
altruistic, however, as the price of liquor was exceptionaily high. 
‘he most cindid description of the character of the trade at 

iianitown has been lift to us by Fenry Hay, who wrote in his journal 
of 1790: 

eeedut few skins cones in, and aluost every individual 

except the enca;es) is an Indien trader, everyone tries to 

get what he can either by fowle play or otherwise-that is by 

trajucing one another's characters and merchendise. ;or 

instance by saying such a one has no Blankets another no 


strowde or is damncd bad or he'll cheat you & so on--in 
short I cannot tera it in a better manner than calling it 


@ leading trader in the Maumee vaiiey. lle was born in 1760 and died 


in 1030, at Amherstburg. For many years he was in the British Indian ; 


service. Ue was an ii. A. of King's College, Aberdeen and was known, 
even to the Americans, for his humanity ana hospitality. 
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a Rascally Seraubling Trade &e &e. (91) | 

Yenry Eay, the writer, was an Linglish trader and partisan who so= / 
| journed in itianitown for a period of four months durin; the winter of : 
| L759-90- His day-by-day accom, abviously not intended for pudlicationg 
| gives us a erosssection of life at ‘anitown in all its aspects, both 
‘eivilized and savace. Hay seems to have been in the emplayee of “iliian | 
' Robertson, the Letroit merchant, although there is ood reason to : 
‘believe that he was alse employeed by Major Yurray, the English comnander | 
let Detroit. Set off erainst the hard life of a trading post among 
Indien villages was the characteristic vivecity and gaiety of the 
| prench atmosphere prevalent in the town, The daily routine was by no | 
h 
Meeand dull; drinking, dancing, and parties formed a constant round of 


| 
| 
entertairment in which the visitors cladly teke part. Hay and John 


Kinzie (later the founder of Chicago) played the flute and fiddle for 
Patios and dances, as well as for the ladies alone, and at ass in the 
| 


Hl 
pee of one of the oldest residents, Partheleny, Their religion was 


4 


|an intricate part of the lives of the French inhabitants. During the 


house by Father Louis Payet, a missionary from Detroit. After playing 


at Mass on one oceasion, Nay wrote, "The French settlers of this place 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
ii 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' four months Hay was at Mianitown, “ass was celebrated at Darthelexy's | 
go to prayers of a Sunday, morning ana evening,see-tne peopie are 


‘collected by the Ringing of three cow bells, which three boys runs about 


‘n. A Narrative of = on the Old Frontier, | pene. Hay's Journal from 
Detroit to the “ississiopi Aiver, "edited by 3. "'. Quaitep, cole 
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‘thro! the village, which askes as much noise as twenty cows would."(92) 
tiamitowm in 1790 had certain refinements not to be expected behind 
“its rough exterior. Afternoon coffee and lunch was served in the hone 
lof “Mrs. Adhemar on nuserous occasions, Dinners were given in grand 


| style. For the parties the men and women dressed in their finest 


} 
tt 


i z = * * 
| apparel. Mr, Achemar and Mr. DeSeleron made their appearance at 4 


| ball wearing very fine fur caps, “adorned with a quantity of Black 


stridve Feathers" and "Cockades made with white tinsell Ribton, 


— ily larze™ (93) Less refining was the constant drinkinz. At 


different times, Hay and his companions becane "“infernally drunk", 


tvery drunk", and "demned drunk". One affair was memorable in that 


: 
| 
HI 
| 
ae of the men becene crunk, "which is mostly the case in this place 


‘x when they aolibet tocether".(9l) Dancing was also a favorite pastine, 
I 


| 80 much so, that after dancing three nichts in succession, Hay found his 
aac too swollen to continue. It appeared as if dancing sas never 


| enjoyed more by anyone than by these French "habitants", It becane 
Paaabes a psssions when they grew weary of the old steps, new ones were 
| devised, The almost annual springtime flood seems to have been more 
nets than usual in the year 1790. fut not even the flood dazpened 
| the gaiety, for before the waters had subsided, the ladies were teken 
Gs a row on the river to be serenaded by the flute and fiddle, Not 


ja was fun and frolic, however, as business was transacted regularly 


! 

| 92. wuaife, Ope Cites De 221. 
| 936 Inia, pe ZlIe™ 
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' _ by the traders. 
 § 
In strange contrast to the minuet and "dance ronby" were the wild war 


_dances of the Indians across the river in celebration of a victoricus 


| 
| raid on the Americen settlements. (95) From the French villace | 
i situated on the St. Joseph river where it meets the St. Hary's, Hay could | 
| | 


| Spy aun Creek, lived the band of Uiamis uncer LeGris, one of the most 


enka and intellectual chiefs of his time. Across the river, in 
‘the present Lekeside area of Fort Wayne, was the principal villace of 


| the Miamis under Pacan, wno in his youth had saved Captain Morris. (96) 
| 
H 


easily sce these spectacles. Echind the truders! houses, northward to ! 
Ieee Aah discvasions were held by the tr.ders with Pacan, LeGris, Blue 


a 


| Jacket, and Little Turtle; Le ris end aah Turtle often ate and stayed 


eptiiedwrent 


| 
at "ay's house. The three Girty brothers, the terrors of the frontier, 
| 


visited Mianitown on a number of occasions during Hay's sojourn. James 


| 
| 
| 


j 
| 
| 
Caen Ceorce Girty lived only three miles from ifiamitown, and came more | 
lof ften than their brother, Simon, It is noteworthy that Hay obligingly | 


‘ 
A 


wrote a letter for George Girty to Alexander MeKee, the Eritish Indian 


"telling them that the Ground they occupied now is mot theirs and thateee! 


| 
: 
| : 
[scent informing UcKee that the Miamis had upbraided the Delawares by | 
| | 
the Delawares an:wered, they were creat fools to fight for lands that 


jany more."(97) Girty asxed McKee to check the Delaware dissatisfaction, 


j ‘ 


) = not theirs and consequently would not co to war a;ainst the Americans | 


\95e Ibid, p. 260. Hay gcives an interesting description of the "Nat® the 
. Indian symbol of war, carried erat much like the homan standards, 
196, supra, pe 15. | 

. (976 Quaife, 02. Cite, pe 226, 
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It is clear that the inhabitants of Mianitown were, for the most part, 


[english partisans. flay could not venture his "carcass" among the 
“parcel of renegards® fsicf at Vincennes. (98) When Antoine eee le 
‘aid venture southward and was captured by the Indians who thought hin 
‘to be sympathetic with the Americans, Yajor ‘lurray intervened and the 

| people of the village certified that Lassclle was "a good loyalist" and 


\Ralways for supporting his King". (99) When Lorraine, an inhabitant of 
| 
| 


/ 

| 

| 

| 

| 
' 
| 


Viamitowm for forty years, died and was buried, "the young Volunteers 


‘of the place gave him three Vollics...in Honor to his services rendered 


‘to the King of Great Eritain." {100) Evidently the tine Lorraine had 


laided Pontiac's Indians in capturing the British post at Ouliatenon was 
H 


\forgotten at this late date. Not all of the traders at Mianitown were 

ij : 

i! 

good loyalists, however. James Abbott is described as being "one of our 
I 


\dis-affected subjects." He refused to obtain the necessary perait for 
. 

‘trading and spoke to the In-ians of "Major Murray & Capt. uckee in 50 
i ) 


\disrespectfull a wanner that they...determined to send Strings of Wampum 
i / 
‘into Detroit immediately to informe them of it." (101) 


On the first of April, 1790, Hay departed for Detroit, "much re- 
eretted by every one in the village", (102) Less than seven months 


later Niamitowm lay in ashes, ravaged by an American army which left 


I 


283 of its men dead in the vininity. There is nothing in Hay's Journal 
! 
‘to indicate that the french, English, or Indian occypants of the villares 


| 


'98. Ibid, p. 2h3 

(99. Ibid, p. 237 

(100. cuaife, op. cite, pe 258. 
I101. Ibid, p. <l5. 

loz. Ibid, p.Z4/. 
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| anticipated the blow which was to be dealt then by Harmar's army, 


K 
: | 
i althoush they were fully aware of the movements which preceded the 
‘a 
| coming of Harmar, "John Thon:son /a prisoner/...informed me their was 


| erent talk of raising men to come against the Ind's", wrote Hay on 


: March 2), 1790. "Yowever", he continued, "“eneral St. Clair who is now 


i ae 
Ree the Big itani fe:neimnati/ with two boat loads of goods, means to call 


| the Indizns together at a Council at Post VYincennes—-it if the Indians 
| 


ine not come to a s ttlement with them, they mean to fight then.* (103) 


This and other councils were held. St. Clair, governor of the newly 


created Northwest Territory, following “a:hington's instructions, 


offered ace to the Indians, Antoine Camelin, a merchant froa 
pe a 


| 
i 
\° 
a 
Vincennes favorably known by the Indians, was s-nt with the Governor's 

° overtures to the hostile Indians. The tribes along the Yabash would 
give Gamelin no answer wtil he conferred with those at Yianitown, Here, 
ithe Indians, as well as the traders, assembled to hear Ganelin's speech. 
‘Their reply was evasive and unsatisfactory, while their true attitude was 
ean eg 

‘revealed by the burning of an American prisoner only three days after 3 

i ) 
Ganelin 's departure. (101) | 
i 

| War was now inevitable, and durin: the five years of bloody conflict 


that followed, Mienitorm was the principsl goal of the American forces. 


hs early as 178h, Wachington had confided in his future Secretary of war 


pes Knox, that the establishzent of a strong post at ‘iamitown was 


103. Bost De 


10h. "Gamelin's Journal", St. Clair Papers, II, pp. 155-150; American 
State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, P. 37. i AON 
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‘desirable for the welfare of the new nation in the “est. (105) The fol- 
“lowing year, Washington wrote to tichard Uenry Lee for the benefit of 


the Continental Congress, advocating a strong western policy. in his 


Would 1t not te worthy of the wisdom and the attention of 
conrress to have the western waters well ies soca the navie 


‘letter Washincton said: | 
gation of them full; ascertained, and accurately laid down, 


| 

| ee et least as far westerly as the “iauis running into the 
Ohio /the Great * Mant / and Lake Erie fthe Vavmee/....for I / 
cannot forbcar observing that the “iami villace points to 
an important post for the Union. (106) 

St. Clair, while in Philadelphia during 1790, talked to both 
Secretary of War, Henry Knox and President Washington, and sugeested that 
jan American fort be established on the site of Miamitown. (107) 

aiting to Knex on November 26, 1790, St. Clair a ain urged that General 
‘Harner in the forthcominz campaign be empowered to carry out this pian, 

{ 
ore his argument by saying, "we /vill/ never have peace with the 
es Nations until + we have a garrison there."(10G) Knox, after con- | 


ferring with Washington, rejected the idea, In doing so, he wrote to 


ithe disapsointed St. Clair, the following explanation: | 


west of the Ohio, to answer the purposes of awing the Indians 
residing on the Vaba:h, the west end of Lake Erie, St. 

Joseph's, and the Tllinois...and, at the same tine, ex- I 
hibiting a respectable appearance to the Fritish troops at | 
Detroit and Niarara, the Miani village presents itself as 


i) 
| 
| 
| 
‘In contemplatine the establishzent of military posts north- 


106, The “ritin:s of Georve “ashineton, ed. Jared Sparits, IX, pp. 80-82. 
107. St Clair Pa DELS, il, Pe tL 


| 

| 

105. St. Clair Papers, ed. “m. Smith, IT, p. 181. | 
108, Toid, II, p. 193. 
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as superior to any other position. This opinion was given to 
i me ty the President in the year 178, and has several ties 
been held forth by me to "rigacier Harmar. ‘vt at the sane 
time, it must he acknowledged that the measure would involve 

a much larver military establish-ent than perhaps the vaiue 

of the o ject or cisposition of te U-ited States would 

admit, and that it would be so op :osed to the inclinations 

of the Indians generally...as to bri g on inevitably an Indian 
war of sone duraticn. In addition to which, it is svpposed 
that the “ritish carrison would find themselves so uneasy with 
such a force impending over them as not cniy to occasion a 
consideratle reinforcenent of their upper pests, but also 
fomenting...the opzosition of the Indians, (109) 


It would appear that the government did not wish to offend Great 
Britain, @ policy which was not too strong perhaps, but one that kept 


the young republic at peace at a pe tise in her history. The 


| Proposed attack on “ianitoan had to se under the gnise of punishing the 


i 
| Indians. To do this and retire was permissible, but the establishnent 


| of an Anerican fort there would have teen considered b y the Sritish as 
ie 


i: dag-er pointed at Detroit. Consequently, when Harnar finally moved 


“trea Fort Yashington with his army of 1,600 men, he had orders to destroy 


| Wlamitown and, if possible, its Indian occupants. ibe re aay eself | 


| 


’ promised that, in the event of a successful campaign, tay latenia to "the | 


Forewarned by the British agents of the ispending attack, the Indians 


jen traders", (110) 

| 

Padepted a "scorched earth" policy. The traders were forced to cive 
H 


| their stores of annunition to the Indians and were aided in fleeing with 


| what goods they could carry, ‘What was not destroyed by the Indians at 


110. American State Papers, In:ians Affzeirs, i be kOipes 5 
> 


109. Knox to St. Clair, Sept. 1h, 1790, st. Clair Pa pers, IT, p. 161. | 
: 
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| army. The force contemplated for the intended post was 1,000 to 1,200 


Miamitown was burned by the Americans (20,000 bushels of corn, among 


| 
| 
eight miles north of Vianitown, and the second, a three-pronced attack | 
i 
within the heart of the village and on the banks of the “Maumee and St. | 


ruined, the Indians were elated over their victories, and their frontier 
raids continued. | 

Knox now felt that, despite possible British disapproval, the oy 
means of checking the Indicns was to establish the fort was-to-estabiish | 
the fort et Miamitown for which St. Clair had asked. To carry this 


out, ths Secretary of Var asked Congress to increase the size of the 


(excluding Detroit)"; and "would afford more fully security to the 
territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio,” (112) For an 


economy-minded Congre.s, he pointed out that "it would assist in the 


lll. For the accounts of the battles see: Harmar's rcport in ASP,Indian | 
Affairs, I, pp. 1043; also the "Military Journal of Major ttenezer | 
| 


112. ASP, Indian Affairs, I, p. 112, 


other things). In two major engacements, the first at Heller's Corners, 


nS TS A 


a 
it 


St. Clair ar-ued that a strong fort at tilamitown "would curb the 


: 
} 
Wabash Indians, as well as the Ottawas and Chippesas, and all other 
| 
northern tribes"; that it wovld "more effectually cover the line of 


} 
frontier along the Chio, than by a post any other place whatever 


Denny" in ? fenoirs of the Historical Society of Parmmsylvania, Vil, 
pp. 33-353. ihe hea .iest action toox place at Harmar'’s ford at 
the end of Harner street. Here the reculars suffered severely while 
attenpting to cross the Maumee in the face of the Indians! fire, 
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, reduction of the national dett, by holding out security to people to i 


‘4 

| 
purchase and settle the public lands." (113) : 

General Knox still feared English hostility to this move, and he | 
instructed St. Clair to "make such intimations as may remove all such | 
disposition," These intinations, however, were better to follow, than | 
precede, the possession of the vost, unless circuzstances dictated 
otherwise, as it was "not the inclination of the United States to enter | 
into a contest with Great Britain." (121) | 

St. Clair never reached Uiamitown. Sadly trained and inexperienced, ; 
his army of 1,)00 men suffered one of the most terrible defeats ever in- i 
flicted on American forces. Five hundred and thirsy-twzo men fell before | 


Little Turtie's Indians on the site of Fort Hecovery, Ohio. The 


Situation was now critical. The Indians now attacked the frontier with 


i 

| 

i 

| 

impunity and another defeat might mean the couplete alienation of the | 

vest fron the new union, At this crucial point, General Anthony “ayne, | 

| 

hero of Stony Point in the Revolution, wes appointed conmander-in-chief | 

of the American army. It is nct necessary to give in detail the long : 

H 

months of preparation of Yayne's "Legion" and the swift compaigfn which | 
was carried cut in the Maumee valley, ‘“ayne out the indian forces in 

two by feinting toward iiamitown, then moving between it and the English 


Fort “iami at the mouth of the Maumee, 2efore the various tribes could 


reorganize fully, th: "Legion" turned on the Indian forces to the east. 


ALS op bid, ps2. 
11. “.ao.'s Instructions to St. Clair", ichicsan Pioneer and Historical 
Collections, XXIV, ppi 197-8. 


a , a ri bye aie 
PRN leltiaeee ie ‘ ead | 
ae 
OF wlgcea oF ysitION tio arikbLod @ 0h Lanois 9 te Loube 
Le Boe iene. 
(ELE) , seonal onLfog ot ie ne vee 


Wii 


od bie ,ovom eli? od A sat fons bewat it an 


“ erly 


4) ‘yi ue oie 


fous Lie evomes yam as anobtactint dows eda” of ah by | t 
rte ae, yy Ma 


cad? .molicd oF sexed Stat depen venohbagtentk overt ynoners 


HG Jasob zoneat¢ervorto uaviny fae; ont to n-Panoacog © eas © 


Bo. 


seine of potate beatin! edd Yo satvonifont oti son" eay ab eb on " oe 


1, * 


| CULE) "ntastnd tw adie dooso9 a | 

ny A 

beersitagxe:t bas berks ylusi .owedimel betioses sever sel a2 | 
“ni tave asesieb ofdivret Jecw aid to eno LeteTine mom Og 20 erm ou 
exo80d List asm onmi-\o wit bres betbod evit = .ee%ct. pore on 0 beta 
efi oft pet reobt ds i % alia one aed ena til el eLow? 

ddiw widuortt ef’ bevosdts won eeutbnl at. _fegigita won caw notsaudte | 
eid to ooltanetia ‘adeicuco eid dseg Sugita deoteb isiors bas yeni 
hati ~rodénA Leignet) ydaiog oe elit #\ .goiay won od? cor na] 
Yelido~ni—tebneme0os betaloggs etw ,.mol diakeweds ode ak frtot paren 20 ont } 
gio sit Ltateb at evig os cee tom ak #8 sors reat 9 


ja 
dotdw wjtaqaeo Siive edd bas *nokgek® ah emmys to not tenaqueg to 


MW 


| at sexiot rathnl add doo ome! ebay oenwot ‘arts ak sia berra9 
| dekiga oii hae Jt noanted yntvos twas smeepinel!! brawas ynitabel 


aes anal hie. 
Aivoe esdist suvoltay eds et6tor seams att Yo devne ort ga Peart 


i st ninebag 


> 


sdese odd of eaonot methal edd wo bonus *rohged® tid xLint on 108 3 


Bor 


as Pe ps ey et ai PL 

if eh allied a? é eet, ofl ’ 

ba - rth ; wn “ad ‘vail 
pair mol ie 


hae | 


A 


op it 1 : 
orig mS 


we | Saisie, 9) aumnnel 26 CR OALTORREY | 


\ 
| 
et 


At Fallen Timbers, a short distance from Toledo, on August 20, 179k, 


Yayne's army met and defeated the red men. iheIndian power in the 


ee re tr een Deltie t o ceed en 


if 

Northwest was broken, and Vayne moved down the Maunce to couplete his 1 

> id i 

task, the construction, near the site of the old Kiskakcn, of a new 

; ; 
i American stronghold in the Northwest-—-‘ort “ayne, 

; | 

f 
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CHAPTER II 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FORT WAYNE-- 


ct eee te RES RPE « 


GOVERMENT OUTPOST OF DEFENSE, DIPLOMACY, AND TRADE 


Wayne'a victorious “Iegion” arrived at Miamitowm of the evening 


of Septombex 17, 1794. Ideutenant John Boyer, to whose journal we are 
4ndebted for the bost account of the conditions relating to the con- 
struction of Fort Wayne, wrote on the day of the arrival: 


aeetheve ave nearly five hundred acres of cleared land lying 
in one body on tho ¥ivers 5t. Joseph, St. Maxy's and Mant; 
thore are fins points of land contiguous to those rivers ad- 
Joining the cleared lend...the lend adjacent/is/fertile and 
woll timbered, and from evory appearance it has besn ene of the 
Jercost settlements made by the Indians in this country. (115) 


- 


On the following day, Wayne reconnoitered the ground end selected the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


wap veer 


site fox the new fort, an elevated position on the vight bank of the 


FMavmee just below the confluence of the St. Mary's and St. Joseph 


ee ge a eT 


Fivers. The gyound chosen approximates lots 11, 12,and 13 of the 
present Taber addition on the northeast corner of East Berry and Clay 
streets. (116) : 

Wayne determinod to build a strong fortification, mich to the 


dicapproval of Lieutenant William Clark, who felt that a common picketed 


Pee te TENNESSEE A OEE TR TORE 


one would be equally as difficult for the savages. (117) It ia 


Re NE ELE LET LT ELTA A LTCC EAL ESCO CLL AL LLL LLL LEILA LLIN A 


115. Idteut. John Foyer, "Daily Journal of Weyne's Campaign,” Michigan 
-. Ploneew and Historical Collections, XXXIV, p. 554. 


116. %. B. Molm, Mistory of Allen County, Inaiana, pe 57. 


117. If4eut. Wa, Clark, famous explorer of the great Northwest, was an 
office# in Wayno'e Legion at the time of the construction of Fort 
Wayns. 
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conceivable thet Wayne in building a strong fortification feared a 


fatuve Bxitioh attach’ equally 2a mich as he foayed the Indians. Actual | 


pomeeenotion: begun on September 2. The difficulties vere many. Tue 
goagon was late, and the fort had to be completed befora winte¥ came. 
Mie yowlazs head been good fighters, but proved to be pooyx woxkozs. 
All the soverity of the army code was voequired to keep them in lino, 
one indrea lashes on thoir bare backs being the usual punishment. 
Tao volunteers were ¥cbollious; for a while thoy vere employed convoy- 
4ng the supplies from Fort Defiance to Fort Wayne oveyx the improved 
yoad Wayne had constructed, but finally, when Wayne could no longer 
cope with the Kentucky militiamen, they were sent home. Pyovisions 
vore alco scarce and prices wexo high. Not infxequently the mon wore 
on half-yations, while the horses dicd at the rate of five a day fox 
lack of food. A ten gallon keg of whiskey cost eight dollara; a pint 
of salt, whon 1% could be obtained, brought efx dollars. (118) 
Despite theae difficulties, Wayne seemed well-satisfied with the 
constvuction of his new fort, which was capable of vesisting 24 pound 
guns. By October 17, he felt “fre0 to pronounce them [Fort Wayne and 
Fort Defiance/ the most respectable now in the occupancy c= the United 
States, even in their present situation which ie not quite perfect ae 
yet." (119) Construction waa pushed with all possible speed, and al- 


though the fort vas not quite completed, the day of dedication vas set 


een nn eesaeemnmnnaanameennnmnnn ase 


; 118. Ticut. Boyor; loc. Cite, Pe 556. 


119. Wayne to Knox, Oct. 17, 1794, quoted in Charles Slocum, Op. cit., 
pe 217. é 
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for October 22, 179%, tae fourth anniversary of Karmar'a defeat. Early 
that morming, after figing fifteen rounds of camon 1n honor of the | 
fifteen etates in the Uaton, the flag was raised. Colonel Hamtramck | 
thon named the nov fortification, “Fort tayne™, (129) | 
Re "Yaerton" dopartea fox Greenville on October 25, leaving 
Ifoutensnt-Colenel Join Francia Uamwsranck in commnd of four infantry 
coupanies and one extillery battery at Fort wayne. Colonel Hamtramols 
io dosoxited as being, "a emall Cansdian Frenchman, an intelligent, 
capable, and meritorious officer." (121) After serving in the Revo 
lution, Hamtramck came to the West vith Hamma, belng in comzand at 
Vincennes when he joinod Wayne's amy. Although semewhat of a mirt- 
fnot, Montramck hs popaler with hie men end, from ali accounts, one 


of the most efficients officoys in the arnuy at taat tine. 


i% wag foytunate thet Wayne left a capable min in charge of Fort 
Wayne, es Eambrancs's difficulties proved to be many. There st41l ree 
minod & great deal of vork to be done in strengthening the fort, which 
was not completed until the following apring. The garrison wag plagued 
by an epidemic of milaria fever during the first gummer. This conditia 
vas rade woree by tho lack of quinine ox any medical supplies. (122) 
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2120. Tdoute Boyer, 1oc. Cibes De 561. 
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121, Charles Slocum, OD. Cite, Pe C2l. 


122, Funtramck to Wayne, Aug. 13, 1795, Hamtramck Feyers, Burton Hise 
toxical Collection. 
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During the winter, tho men often vont about in raga and tatters. Ham 
tramcs was forced to permit them to cut up theiy blankets and turn | 
them into over-coats, | 
Facing such difficulties, it is little wonder that Hamtramck bee 
plained frequently to Gensrals Waynes and Wilkinson about the problems 
oF disciplining his rebellious mien and caving for the destitute Indian 
who were returning to theiy wuined villages. Concerning the soidiors 
Hamtramck wrote, "I have flogged them until I am tired. The economic 
allowance of one hundred lashes, allowed by the government, does not 


appear a sufficient inducement for a rascal to act tho part of an 


honest man.” (123) 


Hamtramck was actively engaged at this time in discussions with 
the chiefs, particularly Littie Turtle, LeGris, end Richardville, 
concerning the proposed peace negotiations to be held at Greenville 


the following summey. In these matters, Ramtramels was aided immensely 


by the Iasgelle brothers, Antoine and Jacques. (124) Antoine: had re- 


' gided at Miamitown from 1771 until Harmr's destruction of the village 


4n 1790. He had fought on the side of the Indians in the battle of 
Fallon Tisbexs and had been captured by Wayne's troops. Tried as a 


spy, he narrowly escaped the gallows through Eamtramck's intercession. 


123. fambramck to Wayne, Dec. 5, 1794, Michigen Pionoor and Historical 
Collections, XKXLY, p. 734. 


124%. Concerning Jacquea Lasselle see supra, Dp. 23. 
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Colons1 Jotm Jobaston, Indian factoy at Fort Wayne, later described 
Antoine Lasselle ag a mn of wit anf drollery who “vould often clasp 
his neck with both hands to show how near he had been to hanging by 
ovder of Maa Anthony." (125) After his release, Antoine Lasselle 
with nis brother Jacques returned to Fort Wayne, apparently the first 
tradeva to do so. Were they furnished the Americans with supplies and 
used thoiz etrong influence with the Mlamis to the good advantage of 
the American cause. 


Tre Indiang had asked that the forthcoming peace conference be 


; hela at theiy old village, Kekionga, as Kiskakon had come to be called 


by that timo. Wayne insisted that the tribesmen come to Greenville, 
79 miles xoutheast of Fort Wayne, Resorting to the use of Indian 
synbolism, Wayne argued, “It wes there /Kortonga/ that the hatchet 
was first raised, to bury a blocdy hatchet thore vould disturd the 
epirits of the unburied dead.” (126) Wayno's real reasons were “e6A 


symbolic, but moro practical. Tho distance of bringing supplies to 


‘Fort Wayne would be mich farther than to Greenville, and at Greenville 


he would have his “Iegion” veady in case of trouble. | In the spring 


the Indians going to Greenville came by way of Fort Wayne, 80 over~ 


exowaing the post that Eamtramck's garrison had to go on half-rations 


to feed the delegites. Even this did not suffice; emergency stores 
wore depleted, while the Miquox and tobacco wore so exhausted that 


EHamtzanck had es Shi ndattional supplies from Antutne Iasselle. 


125. Chavlotte Reeve Conover, Concerning the Forofathevs, p. 69. 


126. farry Wildes, Anthony Wayne, De 438, 
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At Greenville Wayne won the peace which Faliesn Timbers had secured. 
In roaspect to Fort Wayne, which remined an American island deep in 
Indian Torritory, the United States gained an area of six square miles 
around the fort, free uso of the Naumwe-abash portage, and an area 
of two square miles at the Wabash end of the portage, The Indians also 
promised the United States the use of the roads lcefiing to Fort Wayne 
fyom Defiance to thse northeast and Piqua to the scutheast. Little 
Turtle, Wayne's keenest antagonist during the negotiations, debated 
long and eloguently over these concessions at and around Fort Wayne. 
Tio great Miami chief secured one compromise from the General, @ re- 
duction of the land around the fort to be ceded to the United States. 
After tiie concossion by Wayne, Little Tuxtle addressed the council} 


These people/ tho French/ wore seon by cour sorelathers 
fivst at Petvroit; afterwards we savy them at the Mami 
villaze--that glorious gate which your younger brovners 
had the happiness to own...rvothors, these poople nevcv 
told us they wished to purchase these iands Irom us. 

ZX now give you the true sentiments of your younger 
brothers with respect to the reservation at the Mianul 
villaces. We thank you kindly for contracting the limits 
you at first proposed. We wich you to take this six milo 
equare on the side of the river where your fort now stands, 
ag your youngex brothezs wish to inhabit that beloved spot 
egain...ihe next place you pointed to was the little iivey, 
and said you wanted two miles square at that place. hla 
ig 8 yequost that our fathers, the Frenoh ox British, never 
made us; it was always ours. This carrying place has here- 
tofore ryoved in a creat degree, the subsistence of your 
younger brothers. ‘That placa hag brought vs in tuo course 
of one day, the amount of one hundred dollaxa. Let us both 
own this place. (127) 


127. H. S. Knapp, op. cite, pe 557s 
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Jo this Wayne replied: 

The Little Tuxtle observes, he never heard of any cossion 

made at that place /rort Wayne/ to the French. I have 

traced the lines of two forts at that point.,.and it is 

ever an established yulo, among the Europeans, to reserve 

ag much ground around theix forts, aa theiz cannon can 

command. (126) 

Wayne could not grant Little Turtle's yequest for joint-control 

of the Yhumes-Wabash portage sinco the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 
guaranteed to everyone free use of all important portages (Awticle ¥). 
Wayne proved himself an economist and shrewd diplomt by arguing be- 
fore the other assembled tribes that the tolls caynered by the Miamis 
actually vere passed off to all the Indians tn tho form of higher 


prices for tho tyadews goods. At lenzth, Little Turtle, speaking 


| fox fou tribes ‘esides tho Miamis, expressed himself aga satisfied 


with the treaty, andi being the last to sig it, pyomised he would be 
the last to break 4t. (129) ‘his he never did, as he spent the last 
eeventeen years of his life. at peace with the Amovicane. 

In a farewoll address to the conference, little Turtle asked that 
the United states governnent appoint Captain William Welle as resident 
4nterpreter at Fort Wayne. . William Wells, fronticx scout and pioneer, 
wag one of the most yonuantic and sypterious figures in the early hise 
tory of tho Northwest. A biography or even a exetch of his life has 


never been written, although his story ie intimtely connected with 
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128. Ibid, p. 357. 
129, Otho Winger, The Iast of the Miamis. 7. 8. 
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that of Fort Wayne and the Indiana Tervitory. Between 1794 and 1612, | 
when he was killed, Captain Wells was decidedly the most interesting 
white psxson in the history of Fort Waynes. Little is known about hin 
personally, except that which wo can obtain from letters written by 
aloe those concerning him. A mamber of a prominent Kentucky family 
‘and the brother of Colonel Sammel Wolls of Louisville, Williem Wells 
had been kidnapped by a band of Miamis when he was twelve years old. 
falcon to Miamitown, he was adopted by the tribe of Tittle Turtle and =| 
was raised by the Indians, agvas the custom of that time. It is not 
suxprising, consequontiy, that the Trenchvan, Count Yolnoy described 
Wells as "tall and msculaz, quick in movement, and having the com= 
plexion of an Indian.” (130) It 4e surprising, hovever, that Wells, 


having little of no education, in ister life showed in his letteys. 


a kmowledze of tho English language and clarity of thought far evporior 
to his white associates on the frontier. 

Wells' first wife was Anahqueah, little Tuytle's gister; and upon 
her doath, it 4s believed that Wells married Wahmengovath, the daughter 
of the chief. By these ger pahts Wells hed the following children: | 
Ses who was educated at ihe Catholic school at Bardstowm, Kentucky, 
‘end who latex retuzned to Fort Wayne to myry Dy. William Turner; Dry, 


who mrried James Wolcott; Rebecca ,who married Jamee Hackley at Fort 


Wayne} Jone Turnex, who married John H. Griggs, and William Wayne, who 


a ee 


eee tent Ne PEELE TEE OO OEIC LOLOL ALLE LLL DOD CeO 


150. Comte De Yolney, View of the Climte seni Soil of the United States 
ef Amrica, p. 4134. 
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. suggested to Wayne that Wells would prove invaluable as a scout, if 


. the General saw fit to give hima comulssion. Before accepting this 


after graduating from West Point, died at an early age. On March 7, | 
1809, Wells married Mary Goiger, daughter of Colonel Frederick Geiger | 
of Kentucky, by whom he had threo children, Samiel Geiger, Yelverton, 
an@ Julia Ann. 

| Against Harmar's and St. Clair's armies, Wells fought willingly 
on tho side of the Indians. In 179%, howevey ,he joined Wayne's forces 
apparently with Little Turvtlo's approval. It 1s kmow that in the 
summer of 1793, Wells vaid a visit to his white velatives in Kentucky. | 
Upon returning through Vincennes, he met Col, Hamtramck, who employed | 


him to carry a meseage to Wayne. (151) In the mossage, Hamtramck 


| 
| 


offer, Wells returned to Mamtown, ani here secured Little Turtle's 
consent. The reason for Wolla’ desertion of the Indian cause has 
novex been clear. Porhaps Hamtramck, latex one of Welis’ etaun chest 


friends, convinced him that the American cause was to be successful. 


Possibly, as Queifo suggests, 1% wag duo to a belated consciousness 


of hig true yace identity and the pleadings of his white relatives 


yemmined intimate aftexward and that their viewpoints were always 


identical, indicates thove was no friction between them. It is known 


awe am 


131. Hamtvamck to Wayno, July 18, 1795, Hamtramck Papers, Penn Hise 
torical Society, microfilm at Barton Historical Collection, 


132, Milo N. Quaife. Chicago From Indian Wigwam to Modern City. p. 122 


waile he was in Kentucky. (132) ‘The fact that Wells and Little Turtle 
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that Little Trrtle afd not wish to give battle to \eyne at Fallen | 
Timbers, and advised the Indians to make peace. While only Pibiene gg 1 
it 45 not urmeasonable to assums that Welle foresaw the American succe | 
ess in the forthcoming campaign end convinced the chief? it was to the | 
yed man's advantage to make peace. 
Wollea was placed in command of Wayne's scouts, and 1t was primr- 
ily thysugh hia vigilance that Wayne's forces were not surprised. At 
Greenville, Wells served as an interpreter, a position of trust. Wayne 


was willing to grant Little tle's vequest to appoint Welle as rege 


fdent interpreter at Fort Weyne, and later wrote to the government 


re commending Wells fox the position, as well as authorizing the pay- 
ett of high rewards to thig valuable scout. (133) 
During the winter of 1795-96, Hartramck found the food and supply 
situation at Fort Wayne eomewiiat better, although there were about 90 
chiléyven and old women entirely deperient on the garrison for their 
subsistence. Until te British post at Detroit was transferred to 
the United States, Fort Wayne was the hvadquarters for detachments 
at the following western forts: Defiance, Sandusky, Adems, Resovery, 
Jefferson, Loramie, Head of the Auglaies, end Milchilimckinac. In 
June, 1796, Col, Hamtramck was crdered to proceed to Detroit and take 
command of the former British post there. After his departure, the 
force at Fort Weyne never numbered more than 100 men. These men held 
an important porition along the first ;ine of defunes in the northwest. 
enn LE CED 


133. Harry Wildes, op. cit., p. 425. 
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Ctuex than Micullimackinac, there were no poets to the north or north- 
vest. Ponte si Saver Wayne, acted as if they had little roalization 
of theix responsibility. The majority of the enlisted men of that day 
wore axawn from the most turbulent elcnents of the east. The soldier's 
jife was not a popniar vocation. At this western outpost, garrison 
life was more than hexsh; 1t was extremely boring. ‘he troope at Fort 
Wayne had nothing to do in their leisure time, and usually passed their 
days in dyinking, fighting, and garibling. (13) In vain did the offi- 
cers have insubordinate mon flogged at parade (not infrequently the 
maxima penalty of 100 lashes was given}, deprived them of their whis- 
key rations, and put them to hard levox, When,in 1612, Consress 
amended the articlus of wax to prohibit flogging, other substitute 
fetaniante, hardly leas sevore and ogually degrading, were devised. . 
Men were confined in small dark rooue, put astvide spixed atten Hevea; 
forced to wear the wooden collar, ankle bolts, and irons. In the 
Orderly Books for the Fort Wayne gavvison, We repeatedly find non- 
commissioned officers demoted to the ranks for misconduct or crimes 
of one nature or another, only to be reinstated when their successors 
proved even more incapable. Yet, when this wild, bored garrison was 
bostegod during the War of 1012, they successfully held the fort against 
a force six times as strong. 

| 


134. In@tana Historical Collectione, ZV, Fort Waynes Gateway of the 
West, Garrison Crdexly boo) ‘ : 


ed. bore de Gfiswold, p. Uf it. 
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Id4ving within tho fort wexe the wives and children of those 
mrried officeya ani mon who chose to bring theixy families to the 
wildorness with them. In mny Yespocts these women shared the arny 


te eh 


life of thoixy huzbanis. Tucy were governed by tho sams niilitary rog- 
ulations, even roceiving the same daily whiskey zation ag did the mon. 
9 officoxs and thoix families gonorally came from an older and moze 
foxmal society and cayxied into the rude barracks the manners end cug- 
toms of the East. One of the commnders, Col, Hunt, brought his 
family dizestly to Fort Wayne fom theix Boston home. With this 
eastern cultuvs wae added a cextain punctilio, a natural consequence 
of military life. Tho officers’ families, together with those of 
government officials ani more prominent eettler, formed the elite of 


the Auovican society at Fort Wayno. In 1007 Lieutenant Failip Os- 
tyander, an officer at Fort Wayne, w¥ote to his friend, George Hoffman, | 
collector fox the government at Michilinackinac: 


Oa my arrival ct tiie post I waa Yecsived with the uimost 
politeness by Captain Heald /the commandant/ who continues 

to show mo every flattering attention. Iniced, sir, by 

every officor...at this place I have been troated with the 
utmost liberality end respect. Tao very day_of my arrival, 

I vag teeucsted to dine with Captain Wolls /the Inifan agent/ 
and tolay by My. Johnson, our presont factor at this post. a 
[Go1. dota Johnston, superintendent of the sovernzsnt “factory 
I do not montion these circumstances throuch vanity, but more- 
ly with intention of informing you that everyone endeavors to 
make my place of residence comfortable and happy. 


XY could form no conception of what ean agresable situation this 
4s, both as to the face of the countsy and the elezant sit- 
uation of the foxt. Wo axe, however, destitute of one thing 
which would mke the situation still mye agroeable--tiat is, 
society. ls. Johnson /dommston/, Captain Wells, J. Audrian 
fa txadex/, and the ofvicers or the garzison comose our 
party. They tell ms that the place is in goneral healthy, 
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but, to tell the truth, I have secon & munbox of vory sick 
people. Dx. Hiwards had yuafortunately started fox Cincinn= | 
ati an hour bofoste my arrival. (135) | 


Dy. Edwards, wno had recently beon given authority to serve 46 
a mexchant at the fort in addition to hig duties as post eusgoony 
evidently had gone to Cincinnati to obtain supplies. Judging fyvon 
the above lotter ani other sources, 4% mast be concluded that the mum- 


bor of gick at Fort Waynes was gonevally quite higa. Before Tv. Eivaris 


cams there vere twenty-five mon reported on the aick list, almost 35% 


of the garxison. This may have been gonswhat of an abnoxml condition, 


however, as nis predecossor, a man named Dr. Eliiot, waa oo incompetent 
that Ms. Johnston, the goverment’ factor, had to act as post surgeon. 
(135) | £03, Linen | 

Colonel Bamtvames xemained an command of Fort Wayne until dune, 
1795. In Mayoh of that year he had boen ovdexed to move down the 
Maumes with a detachment from Fort Wayne in order to counteract a 
denonstwation by the Byitish which vas possibly intended to arouse 
the Indians to revolt. | While encamped on the Maumee, Hamtyanck ¥e- 
ceived a moseage from General Wilkinson, adrocting hin ry recoive the 
transfer of the Bvitich Post Miami ana then proceed to Detroit to | 


take command of the formey British post, Fort Lernoult. 


Pailip Oatyander to George Hoffman, Oct. 4, 1607, Kingsbury 
Papers, Chicago Higtori:al Society Library. 


136. John Whipple to J. Kirssbury, Sopt. 10, 1804, Kingsbury Papers, 
Chicago Historical Society Library. . 
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Colonel David Strong, Hamtramck's successor at Fort Wayne, had, 


eee a as 
ll 


like Eamtvamck, served in the Revolution and in Wayne's army. Prior 
to coming to Fort Wayne he had been in command at Fort Greenville. (137) 
Tho twonty-six months of Colonsl Strong's administration witnessed the 
beginnings of tho now Frenchtown at Fort Weyne. Located across tho 
St. Joseph from the site of the old Frenchtown, this new village was 
situated where Kekionga ox Kiskakon once stood in the prosent lakeside 
area of Foxt Wayne. Most of tho inhabitants were either former occu- 
pants of Miamitown who returned to this now site after Wayne's victory 
ox French-Canadians of the Detroit-River Faisin Yegion. Volnoy, a 
native of France who traveled in the United States during 1796, guest- 
foned the Americans concerning these French “habitants” of the north- 
west. He was told that they wove a kind, hospitable, and sociable 
sort of poople, “but in ignorance snd idleness they beat the Indians. 
They know nothing of civil and domestic affairs; their women neithor 
sew or spin oF make butter but pass their time in gossiping and tattle. 
The mon hunt, fish, roam in the woods, end back in the sun. (138) 

Jn weighing tho value of this charactexization of the French 
"nobitants," we mst remerber that Volney coming from Paris naturally 
thought of these people es crude and rustic, as indeod they mst have 


appearod to hig, but what ie more important neither Vclney oF the 
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137. Michigan Pioneer end Elstorical Collections, VIII, p. 445. 
138. Comte de Volney, op. cit., P. 332. 
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Americans appreciatsd that these Fronch Creoles way of life was diff- 
event from theirs. The Creoles were not as interested in middle-class | 
virtue of respectability. | 
Tmuswo see that the English-American opinion of the French people 
living in tho Noxthwost had not changed since the dsys of George Crog- 


han ani earlier. Hor in all likalihood had the Fronch habitants" and 


tradezs changed tholy manner of living to any great extent. Although 


they had suffexed a great deal financially and were less prosperous 


since the American occupation of the terzitory, there is no xeason to 


doubt that these people lived as they did during Henry Hay's sojourn 


at Manitou, independent and satisfied with life. 


There is no way of determining tho nunber of inhabitants living 


in Frenchtown at this tims. That the sottlement was at least worthy 


of notice is indicative from the Ordexly Books for Fort Wayns. Mention 
ig made repeatedly of tho town. {139) Tho soldiezs and their wives 


were in tho habit of frequenting the town, which practice some officers 


considered inimical to the garvison's wolfare. All military orders 


published for the civiliena living around Fort Wayne vere made out in 
French ag well ae English, and until the early 1820's the majority of 


the population of Fort Wayne wore either French or of French-Indian 


BN kn a 
139. IH0, XV, ed. By J. Griowola, pp- 173-4, 150, 251, 255, 281-6. | 
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Waile most of these French inhabitants duying these years remin 

unimown, theve are a few individuals whom we can identify. PBasides 

toine Lasselle, there was another member of the lasselle family who 
yoturned to Fort Wayne at an early dato. This was Hyacinth Lasselle, 
the nephew of Antoine Lasselle and the son of Jacques Lassslle. 
Hyacinth Lassolle was only four years old when his family fled from 
Mianitown at the advance of IaBalua's force in 1780. After this he 
was placed in a private school in Montreal. In May, 1795, he returnad 
to Fort Wayne from where he carried on trading activities until 10h 
whon he removed his establishusnt to Vincennos. In appeaerance hs was 
xathox chort, being about five fect six inches tall, but at the same 
time very muscular. His athlotic prowess and the fact that ho was 
born at Miamitown made hima gyveat favorite of the Manis, who entered 
hin in contests against the champions of other tribos. 

Other inhabitants of the formex Mlamitowm who xoturned to the site 
of Fort Wayne after the Amexican Occupation wore Antoine Rivard or 
Rivarrd and Francis Minio. Rivard's wife and daughter had entertainod 
Henry Hay quite often while the lattex stayed at Mamitown. ‘Included 
anong the now arrivals at Fronchtowm were Charles and James Poltioz, 
brothers who had com here from Detroit around 1798. In 100% the 
Poltiovs secured permission to sell supplies to ths garrison at Fort 
Wayne. Ata later date, Charles Peltier was attacked and eaten by 
wolves within a few miles of the fort. James Poltioz married Angolins 
Chapoteau, an attractive young girl who had come to Fort Wayne from 
Dotroit with her grandparents, Jean Baptiste Maloch and his wife. 
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Jean Baptiste Maloch had been a resident at Detroit before the tire of 
Pontiac's conspizacy, and he was apparently considered to be a man of 
soma wealtn. (140) what prompted him to bring his wife and granddeughte 
to Fort Wayne at this late date in his life is umown. Angelins | 
Chapetoan, who wae only sixteen when sho came to Fort Wayne, instantly 
Docams a favorite of the Miamis, who called hor "Golden Haix" and fox- 
ually adopted hey into their tribs:. Her sister Theresa Chapsteau 
mayxied Francia Minie, while a second sistey married Charles Poitier. 
One of the most prosperous traders at Fort Wayna prior to the war of 
1812 was Iouts Bourie. Not only did ho trade in furs himsolf, but he 
also kept pack hozses and a large warehouse fox the transportation and | 
stoxage of the merchandise end furs carried by way of tho Moumse-Wabash 
portage. Tor these soxvices he collected a handsoms profit. Two other 
traders who marvied Miami women were Petey Lafontaine and Antoine Bondis 
fo. tho vest of the fort there came into being a ooliystion of 
government buildings and sutlers' establishments, which in tim ro- 
weubled a small village. Those log buildings wore located at the neot- 
ing place of two roads, "Wayne's trace” (this was the road connecting | 
Fort Wayno with Fort Washington, Cincinnati) and the old Maunes-Wabash 


portage path. (141) This was the nucleus: of tho village that made up 


iy 
| 


iho. Francis Parloan, The Conspiracy of Pontiac, I, pp. 260, 280. ‘ 


141, These two roads later camo to be callod Columbia and Tarr streets. 
For a long tim: Wayne's Trace was known as tho "Bloddy Path" be- 
cause of Harmar's and St. Clair's defeats along this route. 
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the plat of the original tow of Fort Wayns, when 1% was laid out in 
1824. The sutlers, who lived here, were traders who had been given 
permission by the government to occupy choices locations near & military 
outpost and carry on the trade desmed necessary for tho garrison. These 
putlers were subject to the orders of the commander of tho fort, who 
could dismiss them upon a just provocation. It was also the commnder's 
duty to see to it that the men were not overcharged and investigate any 
complaints brought to hin either by the sutlers or soldiczs. For in- 


stances the soldiers complained on one occasion that dunes Peltier 


was ovexcharging them for his merchandise. After an investigation, the 


commander, Captain Waipple, excused Peltiex on the grounds that the coat 
of tvansportation for the winter months had Yisen to one hundred dollars 
a boabload. (142) The sutlersa br sought theix merchandise either by way 


of the Maumee fxom Detroit and the East or by ih! of tho St. Mary's 


from Cincinnati and the Ohio River. 


The largest of the log buildings comprising the emll village west 
of the fort was the two-story coun¢il:house. This was erected in 1804 
by the government to be used a6 4 “meeting piace bewween the government. - 
officials and the Indians. eebund the village and along the banks 
across the river wexe gardens and cultivated ficlds of vegetables and 
corn. Me of the better faeme was owned by Colonel Hantzxamck and 
William Wells, Wells managed it end by 1600 had 4t well fenced. On 


the property were several buildings, a good ena) @ number of live- 


ne 


“ho, IHC, XV, Fort Wayne Orderly Books, ed. Griswold, pp. 201-2. 
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stock, plus the usual corn fields, Sevoral negro slaves whom Wells 
had brought from Kentucky did most of the labor. Apparently this farm | 
dic «ot alvays furnish a depondable source of income, fox in 1801, Woll 
reporvte2 to Hamtramck that although he expected to harvest 550 bushels 
of corn for each of them, he would not be able to sell it bocauss of 
the overalmmdance of corn raiced that yeay avound Fort Wayne (143) Tho 
xeacon for this, Wells mintained, was the fact that the military wero 
competing in the corn market. ‘The officers of Fort Wayne were in the 
practice of having the enlisted men farm the fields for wages. 

In June; 1797, the newly appointed General of the United States 
Axmy, James Wilkinson, stopped at Fort Wayne during his initial tour 
of inspection of the western forts. Here he fovnd conditions “truly 
deployable". In his report he stated: 

"Tho army in this quaxter presents a frightful picture of the 

scientific solcior; isnovance and licentiousness have been fos- 

terod, while intellisence and virtue have been persecuted end 
exiled; the consequonces wore that factions have beon gonerated 

to sanction enormity, end it follows that all ideas of systen, 

economy, oxvdex, subordination and discipline wore banished, and 

that disorder, vice, absurdity, end abuse infected every member 

of the corps militarie.” (144) 

Wilkinson was equally dissatisfied with conditions at Detroit. In 
fact he found fault everywhere, for the General had a habit of exagg- 
erating ills so that he might gain mre credit for employing successful 
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143, Wells to Tautramck, Oct. 29, 1801, Hamtramck Papers, Burton 
Historical Library. 


Wh, Wilkinson to Majox Janes Bruff, June 18, 1797, American State 
Papors, Miscellancous Aifairs, Vol. I, p. 536, 
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antidotes. He never doubted that his methods were correct, and his 
solution fox the problems at Fort Wayne and Detroit was rolatively 
simple. Es merely exchanged garrisons end commandants between the two 
peste. Colonel Hamtramck with the First Regiment was transferzed to 
Fort Wayne, and Colonel David Strong at Fort Wayne with the Second Rog- 
{mont was transferred to Detroit. (145) 

Whether oz not General Wilkinson achieved his purocao of bettering 
conditions at Fort Wayno and Detroit by these transfers is not mown. 
At any yato Colonel Hamtramck did not romain long at Fort Wayne. In 
less than e yoar ho was ordered back to Detroit and there he remained 
4n cormand until his death in 1803. In April, 1798, a month before 
his fins] depaxture fom Fort Wayne, his son, John Francis, was born. 
As far as 4% is kmown, this child was the firet white person born within 
the stockade. 

On May 16, 1798, Colonel Thomas Hunt arrived at Foxt Wayne to take 
command, Colonel Hmmt had served with distinction in the Revolution. 
Born in Massachussttes, he became a menbor of Captain's Croft's Company 
of "nimite men" at Lexington and Concord, in April, 1776. Inter he 
fought in the battles of Bunker Hill and Stoney Point. In 17935, he re- 
turned to military service as a major with Wayne. Following the western 
campaign and the building of Fort Wayne, he went to Detrcit and assisted 


er eee ne CS 


145. General Orders, July 9, 1797, General Orders ~-Goneral James 
Wilkingon, 1797-1C0d War Department Archives, Old Records 
Division, Fhotostat in Burton Historical Collection. 
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Wayne in the fomml transfer of the British post to the Americans. He 
served then as commandant at Fort Defiance. (146) Following the western | 
campaign of Wayne, he had been given commnd of Fort Defiance. With 
Colonel Hunt came his family to Fort Wayne directly from their home in 
Boston. 

While at Fort Wayne, Colonel Hunt often drew criticism fox his 
independent action. Nevertheless, it is apparent that “se Gevoted his 
energies to the botterment of conditions at Fort Wayne, fox he under 
took the responsibie task of building a now fort to take the place of 
Wayne's hastily constructed post which by 1600 was beginning to decay. 
Tho new fort was located about three hundred feet north of the old 
structure and enclosed the area of the present Old Fort Park in tho 
city of Fort Wayne. It seems very probable that the troops occupied 
the original fort during tho period of construction of the second fort, 
go there were two American forts standing at the same time, separated 
by perhaps three hundred feet of space. The new fort was reported to 
be "lexge and substantial.,.commnding a beautiful view of the river, 
as also an extent of about four square miles of cleared land." (147) 

Six log barracks for the officers and men, 4 brick magazine, and smller 


buildings were grouped within the palisades around the parade ground. 
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146. Eutoan, Frances B. Historial Register and Dictionary of the 
United States Army, from its organization September 29, 1769 to 
March 2, 1903. I, p.» 557. | 


147. Gerard T. Hopkins, A Miesion to the Indians from the Comaittes of 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting to Fort Wayne in 1604, pe. 55. 
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Captain Thomas Pastour, an officer in the Revolution and a member 
of Wayne's corps succeeded Colonel Hunt as commnder in June, 1802. 
Pasteur remained but a year at Fort Wayne during vhich tims there was 
little activity at the outpost. There is some indication from two 
lettors written at the time that Colonel Henry Burybeck was in commana 
at Fort Wayne in the spring of 1803, although tho Fort A Orderly 
Books give no record of this.(143) If he did serve at Surt Wayne, 
his stay was no longex than that of his successor, Mjor Zobulon Pike, 
who yemained less than two months. Mijor Pike was the father of the | 
noted exploxver of the southwest, Zebulon M. Pike. The Mor who was 
4n poor health was givon command of Fort Wayne in the hope that the 
position would be an easy ons, as well as furnish an increase in his : 
pay. The command did not meet Pike's expectations, since his nature 
was cuch that the constant drunkenness of the mon under him was nore. 
than he coula stand. Zia rigid attitude in regard to tomporance was 
revcaled in a letter to Colonel Kingsbury while both were sorving at 
Detroit. In it he declines an invitation of the Colonel to attend an 
officers’ party at which he believes some alcoholic crink would be 
served. (14°) | 

| 

148, Dearborn to Col. Kingsbury, July 9, 1803, and Dearborn to Burbeck 

July 20, 1203, Kingsbury Papers, Chicago Historical Society 

library. 


149, Pike to Kingsbury, June 29, 1803, Kingsbury Papers, Chicago 
Historical Society Library. 
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Major Pike's successor, Captain Joun Waipplo, arrived at fort Wayne 
4n Sopteberx, 1803. A group of Quakers visiting Yort Wayne in 490% re- 
ported that Captain Whipple, "behaved with a freedom and gentility 
becaming a wall breed [si] mane” (150.) That he was a man of fair 
intellcctval talonts is show by the nature of the entives in the Jozt 
Wayne Orderly Booka during his administration. In 1804, Captain Waipple 
journeyod to Detroit to b¥ing back his wife, the former Archange 
Pellotier, a descendant of the oldest family of Detroit, Francois 
Pelletier having preceded Cadiiias to that spot by two be take 

Aftexy serving almost four years at Fort Wayne, Captain Whipplo re- 
signed on January 31, 1807 and in his stead Captain Nathan Heald was 
appointed as commander . Captain Heald remained at Fort Wayne until 
May 16, 1610, on which day he left to take ati at Fort Dearborn 
(Giicago), being in charge of that garyvison on tlie day of tho fateful 
massacre, August 15, 1812. During his stay at Foxt Wayne, Captain 
Heald met the niece of William Welle, Rabeckah Wolls, whom ho latey 
married. Captain Heald was replaced at Fort Vayns by Captain Janes 
Rhea, an unfortunate choice for the troublesoms days that were to come 
during the crucial first year of the War of 1612. (151) 

From the beginning of Colonel Hunt's administration in 1798 to 
the end of Captain Heald's in 1010, tho fronticr was comparatively 
peacoful, especially until 1207. In that year signs of tho forth~ 
coming Indfan difficulties began to appear, although the actual conflict 
aA a I a 
150. Gorard T. Hopkins, op. cite, De 60 
151, see infra. Chapter iil, 


be ie ad 


ke } 
“ ; 


re 


Ns 
‘ . 
MS Is0T Jo bewbete olga aslo pone He = % aad 
0 MORE ak orgs guckt extern. wxetess) to “et a ” 
Witidacs bas sodbookt s dtiw Sevanded” yety ott a on 


4 
ad a a . 


se aul 


hag 
ve 


a 


Sist 2 ace A nev ed Sat (038) © eee {ota beard : 
Pot offs st cevivnwe aul? Qo owes ef td. moda eb: Ricerche 
inghh abeéye) 0G. af .nobterobe eghaeoe we ht 
egraters saa edd ,etiv off abad pabsd oF Howe 08 fe 


iad 


akoose = 1 .ttotsed to ylincd seehie edd to toabaequeb 3 on c. Le , 

oT 86y dvs yW soye sad? od DELELOLO bebvoety patted & as Left : 

-o2 elg¢ii® abetge) ,sigal deot Ja saeey feet seonia gabon ante" 
eev Sfnell geste atetee) duets wd wh Bey Foor AE yrewtel ao a ie 


on 


, - +. a 
P a ja > , + i ae \ a a : ——e 
ivan eyo duvi fo fonkomek ifn mhetge> .ebtietveo ee into¢ys 


mecctnel i4oc ta ford exes oF dbet eet Yeh ide we olor Oy 7 | 
Lietek est To YAb ott wo aoe latig Sadd- to epetds ak gubed «(epee te 4: 4 
nietged .anyek guoi te yove eht aban ‘SEGr yer dong 4OtOm 
weval on acitw .elicl geshedel eeilftev cablEne te eteta ont dest hipe au 
aan aietgs) yt eaye decll do hocalyet aay bined ntetqed ste 
amon oF exew val) axch eomentiory ems Xot @0 Loge eteauSuctas an yaa 
(L2f) .SLGL to weW edt Qo sey genet Letowe ods gat 7 
of Se} i at cottavvalndnbe a soni tenor to yctaatyed acd work 
ori oxaguoo bev Telva@ort odd 0L8L ab Ohieel se i 
“aot oft To ante taey suid of “POSE Litas Ulatoogar = 


Joltags Lawton oft piguettia ~sacque ot seged aeddiim SES ott 


7 


sine 


Le EE eS 


aid not break out until 1811, with the battle of Tippecanoe, In Ausuet 
1796, Winthrop Sargent, the Secrotary of the Northwost Territory, pro- 
claimed the oxganization of Wayne county, with Fort Wayne on its ecouth- 
ern boundary. This oviginal Wayne county was divided into four towne 
ships, beaving the names of Detroit, Mackinaw, Sargent, and nantranck, 
with the yvogion of Fort Wayno and the Moume valley included in the 
lattey. In October, 1799, William Henry Harrison was elected to rep- 
¥esent the Northwest Territory in Congress. Thig roe on the seventh 
of May, 1000, created the Territory of Indtana, composed of all that 
part of the territory of the United States west of a line bezinning at 
the Ohio river opposite the mouth of the Kentucky river and yurnning 
northward to the straits of Mackinac. Five days lator William Nonry 
Harrison was appointed governor of the newly creatod territory. Vin- 
cennes in the southern part of the territory, situated on the Wabach 
Yivoy, became the capital. : 
Up north, Fort Wayne, already an important post in tho defense 
of the Northwewt Territory, also becaim a government cat isatos diplomcy 
and tyade with the Indians. By 1790, the United States government had 
established an Indian agency at Fort Wayne. Tho Office of Indian Affairs 
wag a division of the Wax Department from 1729 to 1049, and was under 
the direction of the Secretary of War. The Indian agents were the 
representatives of tho department among the vaxvious trites. This plan, 
to havo official representatives of the government stationed permnently 
among the Indians, was adopted from that used by the English during 
colonial tims. Captain William Wells was the logical choice to be 


Sziei@A nelinl To eolttO eff .omgt teOTdw goes: ebbak, a3 eck 


tarmsh al (oommcoce i Re efddad otto ditt L180 £9 3 ! te 
R ran 


4 


ac wR, 

oe 

7 Ay pare: 
Le cam Bae 


etind wot o¢ct bobiyth eew erwoo emg! Lantyive ae 


“ond pred irre? Peeutitrct oft To tedeneod ett a 


-fidnos att ad sen dxot dittw evtaation enged to. viii 


(fémenem bro phases ywertisiow thorsed % see” aah 


od at Echufoat wifer eamwall ait fae caged tut to inked 
vi 
“(ex of bedvefe atw con!«xe? qa 1 oie | yOere. esedoted wt se: 
déneves est co eyfod alist s«eeemncd ae erotirwel teomlr xm ost 
' 
+ 


toft [fe te Seaouwoo penekinl Lo yrotiieeP wit Betiecee O08L gt cual % 
. - | 


ta otherteed ent! 2 Yo ¢deow aeletd ‘bodied te pcavenet wna > 

oricurr ies tovt« ylorsnel edt Do cdma era etivoqge wevix < ; 

Vito mehisie total aysh ovt= .emkipadt To eétiiede elves f 

“IY 4 swrotvisyet Sbotesro yfwaa ots To somieves: hedakogys wey , 20 

daegev edd co boatesthe ,yrodiwred eff fo dung aveitiiuoe edd ak. 

; -fediqne ett anooed _® 

; eenmoteh edi mt deoq dratxoqt 2a ybaetts (eeat suet her Beet re 2 | 

Wemlelh Iovoactsco sacturrevey 8 ectied dete cote bine seoviteol 4 % % | 
her Snesivevon nef Basing ads RTE Qs ' enekant oft ddtw ail | 


3 aise. 


‘ebay now Pra ,C1OL of COPE nosh datenimnged saw eit To ae 
ont eso atnege aeliahed? ult Ye yenteroee odd Yo ae 

asiq eitT .astiet evolvev oe pants Seethectoed ods to. evtes 
yisosdearoy ferolieta ttaucrevog oft ‘Tor eoviteascengon Istestto a 
atts detigagt ett vt hess ted? pout bedcobe Sew, yt 

od of eo tonto Tee edt gov oko samt ate ae eke f 


ad * J oe an 


; : d 


ma eee 


the fixet Indian agent at Fort Wayne. The military and goverrusnt 
officials both felt that he was deserving of some reward for his out- 
standing sexvicss during and after Wayne's campaign in 1794-95. Above 
all he was admirably suited for the position, being intimtoly acquain~ 
tea with the Indians of this region ani being able to epsak fluently 
five of the Indian dialects. When Volney asked tho inhabitants of 


Vincanmnes for aid in compiling a dictionary of the Indian language, 
they recommended that he consult William Wells, as Wells knew the 
Indian languages better than any other man in the territory. (152) 
Undoubtedly, Wells wag anxious to secure the position fox it paid 
@ handsoms salary of $1,200 a year plus some expenses, which wag rather 
good in those days for a government employse. Moreover, the position 
gave the agent the opportunity of arranging profitablo private contracts ) 
for soxvices and goods for the Indians. With tho purpose of obtaining 
tho appointment, Wells secured a letter of introduction from his friend, 


Colonel Hamtramck, to the Secretary of War. (153) In all probsbility 


Wells usod this letter and other recommendations to good advantage when 
he accompanied Little Turtle to Philadelphia in the winter of 1797. 
Upon his return from Fhiladelphia, Wells wrote to Famtramck that he 
"vas encouraged and hopeful’. (154) His hopes were well founded for 
in the summer of 1798, Wells received the appointment as Indien agent 
at Fort Wayne. | 
nD 
152, Comte de Volney, op. cit. p. 401. 


153. Hamtramck to Wells, June 27> 1796, Hamtramck Fapers, Burton His- 
torical Collection. 


154. Wells to Hamtramck, Maxych 15, 1797; Hamtramck Papers, Burton His- 
torical Collection. 
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Four years later, Fort Wayne was selected as the location for one 
of the Indian "factories" then being established by the national gov- 
ernment. It is somswhat difficult to make a distinction between the 
Indian agency and Indian factory. Strictly speaking, the factory was 
the place where goods were received, stored, and distributed, where 
trading was carried on with the Indians by the government and payments 
of goods and annuities mide. The factor (the govexnment representative 
in charge of the factory), therefore, dealt primarily in financial and 
commercial matters. On tho other hand, an Indian agent was concerned 
with political matters, such as the negotiations and treaties for the 
ceasion of lands belonging to the Indians. It was his duty to sss that 
the tribes reminod friendly to the United States anid to report any 
grievances and discontent. The distinction between the respoctive 
positions, however, was one more in theory than in fact. That the 
agent's and factot's duties would overlap is fairly obvious, even if 
they would have been clearly defined and adhered to. Any political 
negotiation of the governmont with the Indians called for payment in 
money and goods to the Indians, often for a number of years, as vell as 
at tho tine of the treaty. One of the min causes of Indian dissatis- 
faction wich the agent had to meet was that caused by the poox quality 
of goods sometimes furnished at the Indian factories. 

In theory, both the agent and the factor at Fort Wayne were res- 
ponsible to theix immediate superior, Governor Harrison, as commander 
of military forces and superintendent of Indian affaixys in Iidiana 


? 


Territory. However, those agents, such as Wells, who held their -: 
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positions prior to the creation of the terxitory continued to deal 

dixectly with the Secretary of War as well as with the Governor. Tene | 
jamin Stickney, Wells’ guccessor ss agent, refused to recognize Eaericon| 
authority over hin. ‘he factor also received his orders from the Cov- | 
ernor ani the Secretary of War. More diroctly he was under the Super- | 
4ntendent of Indian Trades, an official ansyorable to both the Secrotary © 


of War and Congxess. During the years befove the War of 1512, tho post 


of Superintendent of Indien Tuade vas held consecutively by Willism 
Invino ana John Mason. ‘hia lack of central authority porteining to 
the factories and agencies only served to aZzA to the confusion already 
cyoated by the nature of the positions. At a later date, the agont 
nagumed the dutioe of the factor and the lattor term foll into disuse, 
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but untZl the factory was destyoyed by tho Inaians at Fort Wayno, the 
two positions yemained eepaxate and from the gtazt, difficult to . 
harmonizo. a | . : 
“cslonel" John dohnston served as the first Indian factor at Fort 
Wayne from 1902 to 1811. Johnston, 4 prominent figure in the northvost, 
during his lifetime served thirty-ono yests with the Department of Iné- 
fan Affairs. He was born in Iveland on March 22, 1775, snd came to 
America at the age of oleven. A fow years later, while yot a youth, 
he undertook the job of driving supply wagons to Wayne's army. After 
Yeceiving his appointment as factor for Fort Wayne, Johnston mrricd 
sixteen-year-old Rachol Robinson at lancastox, Femmsylvania, mich 
against the desire of the young gitl'a parents, ‘The Johnstons! vedding 
trip consisted of the journoy by horseback through the wilderness to 


.3- 


Loeb oF harmuitacs ysotlexot edt to gotieers: 
q “om .tontovo! of? dvtv as flov ae ef to 
feos ew ik exicnrovt of besstes ,tiege es Tossoonrs ‘ttm ee 
| vad end mori exoiwo ahd hoviooes on£e xotout ed? . 
“tog ould relay opw ef YLdooRED welt ee 
YWaoterwed ert lod oF oldesownas Letobiie a8, gobo ential 20 dm 
deog it .QL0F ta se¥ pds exacted auaey. ott eabuct 90 gac0 Ao al 
| eutltaw yd Cetin A ae Sa A 
| os guittosror ytinesideun Seutneo te sonal aie rE Saleh Be ial 

| wesur ls aokeuiaos elf ot Als ot fowma yf saioroge fe estactont | 
(UNS ect yorah total o OA ,emobtineg.egs teeta ede ww R 
eCBLUOLL ovmi List apiot mevdek one fas. totos’ ‘edd to aatees | 
oid .oaryal fuol te acntiel odd qf hexordees wow. quateat ony — 

ov Disolt2th «untae. ect mort tos eheunyes domtenoe 84 


is 


ar 


» 


feo te 203 ost aot ost wl a in tal chet | 
Pe ei? at ompl? taentnor » osaado’ whS8E 09 SOBEL moxd 
shal So facntacgoT edt tlie skeny ences ett ‘Bevven ethtotel etd 
oo ast Lae .QTPL .S° sou a Somtewl ae aged new @ | 
sae A doy eftde rete Okey Wel A satwate to ape de 
"TER vara ni ecyel OF mmapew yeas gAbvESE tedopl eee: 
tobe noseaiol coayel Jue wot wotedt we tcambatagee ubd-pe 

| Hom eho yemaNS. \ueRoeeT Se moaadded Sedna 
‘Batbbew 'aaotamicl. oti? pei tatliaarannisinabens ntarcnzen: 
ot aonsiahity ent seromds aati: 


ORTON NE Hite. AROS ONE SEAN, oe —_ 


ere 


ee acunnmmnnaniiabeatematncanimiatiecinaiiieiddaiihi tates Aone en ESA OE AEN Re US te PE RRR AMO A OEE TIEN LN RB Oe 
, ORES A MEE NN SR ANS SN OONee 2Co w NigN ts ton TIRE 


| 

| 

| 
Fort tayna. Waoile living at Fort Wayne, Colonel Johnston and his wife | 
yore noted fox thoty storn rectitude, which contrasted considerably | 
with the type of life generally found at this military cutpost. in lates 
life, Joinston, for his years of governmsnt service, became know as | 
"Colonel Jolmston”. He is described as "six feet and more in height, 
very erect, in his bearing and he had a blond complexion inclined to 
ruddy." (155 | 

Poesides his duties as factor, Colonel Johnston served as assistant 
suxseon at the fort occasionally. For his position as factor, Johnston 
received a salary of $1,000 a year from tho government and $365 for 
eubsictence from the funds received at the factory from the trade. 

In 1810, William Oliver was appointed to the Fort Wayne factory to 
sexve ag Johnston's assistant. When Oliver resigned in 1212, Johnston 
secured the position for his brother, Stephen Johnston. 

As factor, Johnston aimsd at being just to the Iniians and loyal 
to his government, a combination of purpose attended with many diffi- 
culties. Ina roport to the Secretary of War, Johnston pointed out 
that tha trading houses with the northern Indians never produced any 
political effect in favor of the Americans, as had been expected when 
they wore established. Hather, on the contrary, the Indians were led 
to believe that the object was to make money; and in as mich as ths 

| | 


155. Charlotte Reeve Colover, Soncerning tho Forefathers, being a 
momoir...of two pioneers Colonel nobert Patterson and Colonsl 


Joun Johnston, p. 52. 
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governusnt goods were never sold cheaper than those of the private 
traders, it was impossible to produce a different impression. (156) 

Johnston had trouble procuring the proper kinds of supplies to 
4ssue to the Indians at Fort Wayne. The goods intended for the Indian 
trade were rarely imorted into the United States, there being no 
regular demand for them. On the other hand, the British traders in 
Canada had agents in England, long accustomed to this commerce, who 
sent out the very articles needed. The supplies destined for the 


United States factories went through mny hands, and this offered 


countless opportunities to defraud the Indians and the governusnt. Of- ) 


ten the goods came out of season or were damaged. Jommston constantly 
urged that the trade either be put in the hands of private traders 

who would be licensed by the government, or, if the government thought 
it necessary to stay in the business, an expert should be sent to Eng- 
land to do the purchasing of the Indian articles. Typical of the goods 
used by the Indians are the following items listed in Johnston's record 
book, "blankets, strouds, /a coarse Indian blanket/ hat bands, head 
bands, Indian mts, kettles, pans, rings, cloth of various color, wam- 
pum, broaches, scalping knives, fish hooks, and tobacco.” (157) John- 
ston also complained that the military were generally unfriendly to 
his trading post and even hindered his work at times. Apparently this 


411 feeling was caused by the fact that the soldiers did not consider 


"156. ASP, Indian Affairs, II, pp. 82-5. 


157. IHC, XV, Indian Agency Account Book, ed. Bert Griswold, pp. 
455-66. 
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4t a part of their business to furnish transportation for the furs and 
Indian goods or to erect the necessary buildings for the trade at Fort 


Wayns. (155) On one occasion, the factor lost in Lake Eric &2,300 worth 


of furs. dolnston claimed that the accident came about through the 
carelessness of a drunken non-commissioned officer, Joseph McMahan, 
although McMahan was excused of all responsibility by a court martial. 
(159) The result of the trial provoked Johnston so mich that ho pro= 
teated to the Superintendent of Indian Trade, but nothing could be 
done. 

Duxing the decade of its existence prior to the War of 1812, the 
Fort Wayne factory was the most prosperous of all the trading houses 
established by the United States government. A Yeport submitted by 
the Secretary of Wax to Congress showed that in the three yoars and ten 
months preceding January 13, 1612, the Fort Wayne factory made a profit 
of $10,502.77..This was by far the largest profit shown by any of the 
ten factories then operated throughout the nation. (160.) Another re- 
port shows that the fur and peltives received from the Indians at the 
Foxt Wayne factory sold for $27,547.07.(161) While the government did 


only a small fraction of the fux trading, this ie a good indication that 


I nu nnn 


158. oe Reeve Conover, op. cit. Dp. Os ASP, Indian Affairs 
iI, pe + 


159. IHC, XV, Fort Weyne Orderly Books, ed. Bort Griswold, pp. 268-9. 
160. ASP, Indian Affairs, I, p. T73- 


161, Ibid, P. 791. 
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the fur trade of the Maumee and Wabash valleys which led the French 

to fortify the spot was still the principal economic asset of Fort 
Wayne. Colonel Johnston's account books auggest that the once abundant 
beaver sking were becoming scarce. Instead of beaver, raccoon and deer 
sking vere being shipped in great quantitiocs. (162) ‘These furs were 
carried by way of Lake Erie to Now York and Philadelphia, whore they 
yore sold at auctions. Most of the furs obtained fyvom the private 
traders were takon to Detyvoit where they were purchased by the American 
Fur Company. Skins were worth: deer, $1.25; raccoon, $.50! bear, $3.00 
to $5.00. Those values woyo nominal, Ra ihe prico fluctuated and the 
furs were paid for in goods which were passed off on the Indians for 
more than double the prime cost and transportation. 

In ordex to transport the ekins, thoy were dried, compressed, and 
gecured in packs. Each pack weighed about 100 pounds. A pirogue or 
boat, that was oufficiently large to carry forty packs, reguired the 
labor of four men to manage it cn its voyage. In favorable stages of 
the Fiver, such a vessel, under the management of skilled boatmsn, was 
propelled by poles fifteen or twenty miles a day, against the current. 
On the return trips the pirogues were loaded with merchandise to be 
sold to the Indians. 

Turning our attention once more to Indian treaties and thoix re- 
sulting difficulties, important events centered about Fort Wayne between 
the years 1800 and 1009. The year 1800 in which William Henry Harrison 
CO eg RN a ea eS 


162. IHC, XV, Indian Agency Account Book, pp. 660, 650, 637, 618, 581. 
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was appointed the first governor of the Indiana Territory was one of 
peace in the Great Lake region of tho United States. Tho British had 
evacuated the posts thoy had held in the novthwest, according to the 
egresment in the Jay treaty, and the Indians appeared content. At 
Fort Wayne, the future appeared so calm that William Wells wrote to 
Hamtramcs that he expected the garrison to be withdrawn ehortly. (163) 
However, the spark that set off the flames of Indian warfare was soon 
to be ignited and kept aglow by Pritich intriguo. This spark was the 
never ending dezand for new lands by the western settlers, which re- 
sulted in the attempts of the government to satisfy this demand by 
gaining new lend cessions from the Indians. 

Governor Haryicon, on assuming his office, procesded promptly to | 
enter into treaty agreements with the Indians for the purchase of thoir | 
large tracts of land in what axe now the states of Indiana and Illinois. 
This was in accordance with President Jefferson's objective, the ac- | 
guisition from the Indians of the whole territory east of the Micetactiys 
Harrison sent word to the Indians to meet hia at Fort Wayne in the | 
gwamr of 1803 for the first of his important treaty councils By | 
June 7 of that year, he completed his task, having secured fron the | 
Eol River iMamis, Kaskaskia, Kickapoo, Piankashav, and Wea tribes a 
large tract of land around Vincennes, 48 woll ag the valuable salt 
spring on the Saline Croek. This treaty had been brought to a succesa- 
ful conclusion for the United States through & combination of Farrison's 


ghYewdness and stubborness in bargaining, the financial backing of tho 


163. Wells to Eaubranck, November 5, 1500, Hamtramck Papers, Burton 
Historical Collection. 
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factory at Fort Wayne, and tho influence of Capt. fells over Tittle 
Turtle, Althouga Harvison and Joimston obtained the cooperation of 
Wells in gnining the consent of the Indians, the agent, for the most 
part, etrove against any cession of lands by the Indians. Wells went 
so fur as to instigate tie Indisns to protest to the mitional governe 
ment ecainst a treaty Harrison concluded with the Delavares ani Plianka- 
shaws the following year. (164) 

fetwosn Colonel Johnston, the factor, and Wells, the agent, there 
was no coordination of purose or even good will. ateide of the fact 
that the conflicting duties of thelr respective positions involved them 
in quarrels, Welle and Johnston goomed to have been mitually cntagon- 
Aistic, and each put the worst 4interprotation on the other's actions 


when writinz to their supericrs. Welle feit that Johnston's policy of 


trying to win an active alliance with the Indians fox the United States 


in the event of var with Creat Britain was in effect evidence of John- 

ston's gqullibility in dealing with tho red mon. Even after the battle 

of Tippecanoe, Johneton gave army and ammnition to the Indians who had 
participated in the affair. Wells Imew the Inifans well, and realized 

that in the ovent of war tho best that could be oxpectod would be that 

they vould romain neutral. On the other hand, Johnston felt that Wells 
wag comletely unprincipled and could not be trusted. 

Jomston'a opinion of Wells wae shared by Governor Harrison, who 
nevertheless realized the agent's groat ability in dealing with the 
en re LD 
164, ae fee Harrison's Mossaces and Tetters, ed. Logan hearey, 


Lena nen ee een enema 


fo aotivareqons edt hankeddo notemfist Bam + 

Taam ett tor .siaepe edt cet ts von ett a at 
tmow allel /ecottat au? Wi ebars Yo moteees yan euntooe aroutegtang, —” 
euovey icootimt off of tnetemy of ensiiel xf? efagttant of em! a a 


Py 
re lel 
Le bo 


~eaivelt fer wovevatad edt a2kW bebetonce gonkaael weest s seutege ade i 
: rN | (#04)\,, tony patuollo® ett eeeia. 
otedy .Jasye edd ,oileW has ,¥osost ent .novenriol Lemolow meourell we ge “i p 
fost ei? to ebtedw .ALIv biog neve to onan To soktsathto0e ont eae a 
most feviornt wiolthecq ovitoeqses. theg? To eatead patito Eo titoo ead Jedz. is 7 
“<mpeiae yliouses oneot eved of beuees aotaniot fee siigd .alerzevp gt Pa) 
I, acatiog a'tedto edd ao miteteryxedak goxow edt tag done: Daw .ottel 4 ‘e 
to yorsog a'aoramicl dem? ¢ict eLfcl sevoteoque:- ahead petetenaete |) ss 
aout Behind edt wok ecatbal ef? dtlv eonctile evtéee ne atv of paras 
~ralob Be eomeitve gosto at eew atativi goer datw tm to éaove edtiit [ | 
 bities eft retts- sera -— em bos odd: astw gatiook at witteliing ataote | > 
Be oy nt td Rees han ata aa nt coment | ; 
hexhiber bas Liew anottan et wort ete \eteihe edt at heteqtoktueg | 
teat of Siuow betooges of bincs Jett dued edd caw Yo Snowe edd aktedt a . 
 SLleM tect Shek antuntot qtead rediea odd of .Loutuen mtenos Bioow yedd 
-botevid od bene matcuieatioitie™: 
ote ,WooktTeat worrsvod yf heres tow effet 6 wolatyo wtacdamioly 


odd diiw patient at ysilide teexg e'tnege ait hestiscr seeledtzever 


a 


y, 


of 


iP) : 


cYorend eaj0] be 


a re re me | 


Indians. Harxison wrote of Wells on one occasion, "My Imowledge of his 
character induces me to believe that he will go any length end use any 
means to carry a favorite point and mach mischief my ensue from his 
knowleigs of the Indians, his cumming and pereervance. ! (165) In all 
mtters, Wells ani Littls Turtle vere in agreemont, and while tho 
latter's influence with his fellow tribesmen had diminished considerably 
with the yise of a now generation, he wes still a force to be reckoned 
with in any treaty negotiations. It is almost certain that neitier 
Wells oz little Turtle intonied to arouse the Indians to war against 
the advance of the tide of settlers, yet they were Yeady to oppose 
Harrison's objectives at the various treaty councils. | | 
Although Harrison 4ndicates in his correspondence with the Secretary 
of War that he knows the reasons behind Vells' action in opposing most 
of the land ceesions, Harrison's letters do not definitely reveal what 
he weans. In an indefinite manner, Harrison aacyibed the reason for 
Wolls' action to the agent's atwcchment for little Turtle, mingled with 
@ jealovay of the Governor. Harrison apparently felt that Wells had 
@ personal animosity toward hin, and that Wells’ opposition was in- 
tended to discredit him. (166) In one letter to the Secretary of Wax 
Harricon suggested that Wells was profiting dishonestly from his pos- 
ition as Indian agont at Fort Waynes. He wrote: 
iter a 
165, isc, VII, Harrison's Measagos and Letters, ed. logan Esarey, Ds 125: 


166. Ibid, De 81. 
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I am really of the opinion that the Turtle, the Five Modals, and 
tyvo or three others voceive mich the greater part of the annuitics 
and provisions which ave intended for and said to be given to the 
Potawatomlesg and Miamis and I am by no means certain that Wells 
himself doeg not lavgely paxticipate. The fact is adaitied taat 
he makes more money than any other man_in the Territory. MM. 
Johnston told Col. Vigo that he /wells/ cleared leet upwards of 
$6000. How he can do this honestly Iam at a loss to mow, (1¢7) 


Concerning the reason fox Little Turtle's opposition to further 


eee eee ere “Ale ep oeteye 


land cessions on the part of the Indians, Harrison is more éefinite 


in hig convictions. In 1803, the Governor wrote of Little Turtle: 
” 
"conscious of his suneriority of his Talents over the rest of his | 
yace and colour he sigus for a more conspicuous theatre to displizy 
them. Opportunities for exhibiting his eloquence occur too seldom | 
to satisty his vanity...A chosen connexion among the neigisouring 
Tribcs and a rezular convention of theix chiefs has been long 
the xuling wish of his hoaxt and the objectof numberless intrigues. 
(163) | | 
Assuming that Harrison was correct about little Turtle's ambition 


to forn an indian confederation, it is intsresting to observe that had 
the Miami chief succeeded rather than Tecumseh, the league einen would | 
have been inclined toward peace rather than war with the United States. | 
While Little Turtle often objected to further cessions of land since 
the treaty of Greenville, at the same time he endeavored to induce the | 
red mon to lay aside the tombhawk and scalping knife and take up the 
peaceful tools of agriculture. This fact made him unacceptable to the 
mijority of Indians, as Harrison himself admitted at a later date. 

"It was the rock upon which the popularity of Tecwnseh was founded", 

eee ene re cence eC I CLT 
167. Ibid, pp. 148-9, | | 


168, THC, Vit, Harrison's Messages and Letters, ed. Logan Kearey, P- 81, 
ie, 
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no wrote, “and that upon waich tho influence of Little Turtle was 
wrecked.” (169) 

Tie truth of this assertion is made plain in the report of the 
vigit of two Quakers who, in response to an appeal by Little Sle, 
cano to Fort Wayne in 1804 to attempt to introduce the best mothods of 
agriculture amng the Injjans. From tue official report of Gorard Tv. 
Hopkins to his church, the story as here reviewed has been obtained. (170) 
kx. Hopkins was accompanied by George Ellicott, also of the Society of 
Friends, and Philip Dennis, 4 practical farmer who was engaged to serve 
ag instructor. 

The Quakers arrived ab Fort Wayne on March 30 and were conducted 
to Captain Whipple, then commndant of the fort, to whom they presentod 
a lettex of introduction and recommendation from Henry Dearborn, Sec- 
 yetery of War. This lottox was & liberal commendation of the comnittes 
and theix motives. General Dearborn was personally acquainted with the 
monbere of the committee, was in hearty sympathy with thoir mission, 
and rode on horseback from Washington to Ellicott's home, a distance 
of forty miles to present the letter to the committes before leaving. 

The Quakers wore surprised to find that no attention was giver, 
either in the fort or the Indian village, to the proper observance of 
the Sabbath day. The Friends were entertained by John Johnston, and 
CN 
169, Calvin Young, Little Turtle, pe 17%. 


170. of. Gorara T, Hopkins, A Mission to 2 Indians from the Comnittee 
of Daltimore Yearly Meeting to sort W in 1loO+e 
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thero the chiefs tock supper with the mission comuittese. Under tho 
guidanes of Captain Wells the following deya, the fricnds wont over 

the lanig most suitable for cultivation, and at the sams time obsorved 
tio most histozic places and listened to the stories as told by Wells of © 
the Indian villages and of Garmz's and St. Clair's defeats. 

Tio rides to the country included visits to large sugar camps end 
tho "puaizie"” between the St. Mary's and Little River, the distance 
from one to the other being but four uiles in the then sway land, 
ani the watersheddxidge but five feet high with reports of canoes 
passing over in highest stages of water. The subject of a canal Liou 
this ridge was also mentioned. Indians were constantly coming and going, 
the women carrying the burdens of packs of skins and bark boxes of 
maple sugar each Weighing about fifty pounds. 

Tie next day Little Turtle and the other chiefs assembled at the 
home of Captain Wells, and there arrangements were made for Dennis to 
yewain with the Indians and establish a farm. The attempt to educate 
tho Iniians to t411 the soil was undertaken at a point on the Wabash 
paver about twenty miles southwest of Fort Wayne. After the departure 
of the Quakers, Dennis contimed his efforts but only one or, at the 
most, two of the Indians could be 4nduced to help hin, Aftor a year, 
Dennis returned to Maryland, and as no one could be induced to take 
hig place the project was left in the hands of Wells, who had a contract 
to supply the Indians with fence rails for the farzus. | 

The Indians were in no mood to give their attention to the tilling 


of the soil. Troublo of a subdued nature portended sexious conflicts 
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for tho future. On April 26, 1805, Zarvison wrote to the Secrotary o 
War that he folt 1% was nocessary for him to proceed to Fort Wayne to 


4nvesticate the complaints arising from the Indians thereat. These 


complaints cnonterea chiefly around the treaty concluded with the Dela- | 
wares and Plantashaws in 1804. Tho Mamis minteained that they should 
have shaved in the benefits of the treaty as part cwmers of the land 
gold, while the Delawares felt that they had not received envugh in the 
way of anmuities for the land. Harrison suspected that these donpistntd . 
arose primrily throuch the instigation of Wells and little Turtie, | 


and had dotermined to investigate Wells’ activities as well as the 


Harvison, however, decided not to go personally to Fort Wayne, exe | 
plaining that 1t "would be a sacrifice of that dignity and authority | 
which is necessary to observe in all our transactions with tho Indiens.” 
(171) Im his stead, Harrison dispatched General John Gibson, secretary i 
of Indiana Territory and Colonel Francis Vigo (172), who on thoir i 
arrival met strong opposition from Wells and Little Turtle. These two, 
viewing the visit of Gibson and Vigo with evident suspicion, addérossed 


| 
| 
a letter to the former in which they domanied his credentials. Itent- | 
| 
enant Brownson, in temporary command of Fort Wayne, remarked to tho . | 


Governor's agents that he had heard Wells repsatodly say the Indians 


171. IHC, VII, Merrison's Mossazos and Iotters. ed. logan Esarey, p. 133 
172. Francis Vigo wes a Sardinian adventurer who came to Arevica with 4 
un Spanish regiment. He was unotinting with his aid to Goorze Rogers 
Clark before and after the capture of Vincomoes by the suricans. 
Harrison considered Vigo as one of his most valuable assistants. 
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yore very mach imposed on in the late treaty. Ina private conversation 


the Miami chief, Richardville, told Colonel Vigo that he was very much 
surprised to hear an officer who had taken an oath to support the Gov- 


evament of the United States, express himself in the manner Wells had. 


| 
1 
| 


Richaraville also informed thea that tho little Turtle, in the presence | 


of Wells, had produced a paper and requested Richardvillo to sign it. 
Boing a remonatrance in favor of Wells, Richardville refused to sign 
4t, saying, "If Mz. Wells had behaved well thore was no occasion to 
write to the president in his favour that he did not wish to intorfere 
an matters which belonged entirely to the White people, and that he, 
the Little Turtle, had frequently wrote letters to the president, 
without their boing consulted ox asked to sign them." (173) 

Vigo and Gibson were convinced that a certain Peter Audrian had 
conspired with Wells and Little Turtle in the affair. Audrian was an 
4nfluential French nes at Detroit, who during his lifetime held the 
governmental positions of judge, prothonotary, and land commissioner. 
At this timo he had an advantageous contract from Wells to furnish the 
log rails for the farms of the Indians. In one year alone the Indians 
purchased 63,000 rails fxom Audrian, many more than were actually 
needed. (174) 


Se a nce 


173. IHC, VII, Harrison's Mossages and letters, ed. Logan Esarey, 
pe 146. 


17k, Wells to Friends at Baltimre, Mary 10, 1205, quoted in Kathryn 
Troxel, “AQuaker Mission Among the Indians”, Old Fort News, Vil, 
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In theix report to Governor Harrison, Gibson and Vigo concluded: 
" ,.no noise or clamor respecting the treaty last summer with the 
Delawares...would have boon mde had it not beon occasioned by 
tho Little Tuxtlo and Walis, tho latter of whom sceus mre 
attentive to the Indians than the psople of the United States. (175) 
In his report to the Secretary of Var, Harricon added that Wolle' 
gervices wore highly useful and that he discharged his duties on 
occasions with evoat zeal and industry. Early in August, 1805, Wells, 
accompanied by Little Turtle, came to Vincennes. "Both are hero,” 
wrote Harvison to Dearborn, "and ‘ have veceived from each a positive 
aasurance of a friendly dispostion as well toward the govornnent as 
myself individually. With Captain Wells, I have had an explanation, 
and have agreed to a general armmesty and act of oblivion for the past. 
(176) 
Fotwithstanding this scemingly peaceful settlement of the diffi- 


culty, the official volationship between Wells and the governor remiin- 
ea strained, and we find Harrison es late as April 23, 1811, writing 


to the new Secretary of War, Eustis: 


tConld I be allowed to dispose of Wolls as I thought proper, 
my first wish would be to place him in the intexviour of our 
pottloment where ho would novey see and scarcely hear of an 
Indian. But as thia is impossible, #ron his boing located 

in such a mnner at Fort Wayne, that he camot be removed 
without a very considerable expense, ly next wish is to get 
such an appointment as he could consider an object, where 

he might be used to advantage, but at the same time so limited 
as to prevent his doing mischief." (177) 


‘ 
175. IC, VII, Harrison's Messages and letters, ed. logan Esarey, D. 
176, IMC, VII, Harrison's Moesages and Lotters, ed. Logan Esarey, p. 161 


177. Ibid, pp. 508-9, 
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Waile Governor Harrison was doing his utmst to securo lore 
territory from tho Indians, he did not wish the nowly purchased lands 
to fall into the hands of umm rupulcus tradexs who used tha bargaining 
powex of whiskey to rob tho Indians of thoix furs. This was eapecially ) 
trae of tho United States land around Fort Wayno, which was too distant 
from Vincennes to be wise his ehtastive control. When, in 1805, 
Harzvicon heerd that it was intended to sell tho govermaont land around 


Fort Wayne immediately, he objected strongly. "l an very cortain", 


‘ 


he wrote to the Secrotery of Wax, “that the money which will be put 
into the Treasury by the sale of 1t will not counterbalance the in- 
conveniences which will arise from having 1% settled with the descrip- 


tion of people who will naturally buy it." (178) Ho then pointed out 


that Fort Wayne was too far removed from any other settlement to entice 
Amevican farmors to go thore, ant in all probability, only Indian 
traders would buy the land and would thus be out of the reach of the 
lawa of the United States regulating Indian trade and commerce. He 
conceded that the Fort Wayne was fertile enough for farming and con- 
eluded by saying, “If the immediate settlement of it is an object 

I think it would be better to sell it by contract upon the condition 
that there would be within a given timo a certain number of American 
farmere upon it.” (179) 

BN nr 
178. IHC, VII, Harvison's Mssagos and Lettora, ed. Logan Esarey, p. 149 
179. Ibid, Dd. 149, 
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Tie government officials apparently accepted Harrison's advice 
since the proposal to sell the Fort Wayne lands was laid aeia@e. It is 
fortunate that this land was not sold, for 1t is unlikely that any 
faxmsxs woulda have been attracted to this remote spot in northern 
Indiana during the forthcoming years of Indian difficultios on the 
frontiex. If any settlers had come, it is doubtful that thoy could 
have eurvivea the War of 1812, Consequently, Fort Wayne was destined 
to romain until the end of that war primarily a government outpost of 
diplomoy, defense, and trade, yvopresented by the Iniisn agency, the 
military garrison, and the government factory. ‘There were a fow farms 
of value, such as those of Wells and the officers, but while tho land 
was fertile, the mrket was too distant for the crops to bring any 
considerable xeturn. The civilians living in the neighborhood were, 
for tho most part, French families who still found the fur trade 
profitable, along with a few American traders and sutlers. None of 


these people held any title to the lands they occupied. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE DPSIDIG CoMPLict 


A dozen years had passsd since the battle of Fallen Timbera and 
the dcfoat suffered by the Indians at that tim was growing dim in 
their momories. English traders and military officials at Malden 
encouraged the red men to strike once again the Americans who vere 


fast turning their hunting lands into farms and settlements. The 


occasion awaited only a second Pontiac. That leader cam in the pex'son 


of Tecumseh, the Shawnee. Tecumseh sav his raco d#iven from their 
native land, their morals debased, their indispendence dostzoyed, and 
their means of subsistence cut off. He looked fox the cause of these 
evils, and believed he found it in the flood of white immigration. 
With Tecumseh came his brother Elskwatwa, better known as "the 
Prophet". The Prophet prophesied the resurgence of the Indians, and 


although his character was not as great as Tecumsch's, for a time ho 


overshadowed Tecumseh. As Pontiac had conspired against the British, — 


so Tecuusoh and the Prophet came to destroy the Amricans. Unfort- 
unately for the white sottlers on the frontier, their great scheme 
neared its climax eimlteanecously with the outbroak of war between the 
United States and Great Britain. 

The emill outpost at Fort Wayne was to play an important part in 
the events preceding the conflict as woll as in the war iteelf. Cap- 


tain Welle, through his close acquaintanceship with the Indians, kept 
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yell informed of coniftions. Hos was the first to notify the Socretary | 
of War, Dearborn, of the new danger emanating from the Prophet's power. | 
(180) In Juno, 1£07, Wells reported that a sort of religious madness 
had spread among the Indians. A constant stream of werziors had passed 
Fort Wayne, on the way to the Prophet during April and May; at least 
15500, ho eatimated, had made the pilgrimage to Greenville, and many 
nore were due in August and Gontember, after tho Indian crops had 
yiponed. A month later he wrote to Governor Haxrison: oe 

To confidential Indiens that I cont to that quarter /Mackinac/ 
have returned today and say that all the Indiens in that quarter 
believe in what the Pronhet tella then....I am also informed by 
a letter from Detroit that the inhabitants of that place are 
foxtifying themgelves. We are all alarmed at this place, myself 
excepted, as I can see no canger as yot at ovux doors. Something — 
met be done. It cannot be done too soon. (161) | 
Wells had sized up the situation correctly. Ths threat was real 
and dangerous, but not immediate. That winter he informed Earrison 
that there was a vory umeual assemblage of Potavatomis in the vicinity 
of Fort Wayne; however, he added that he thought their intentions were 
pacific. Harrison vas not so certain of their friendly intentions 
and requested Wells to send two ox three chiefs to him that he might 
ascertain thoix true purpose. The Secretary of War was even more 


alarmed at the news and he urged Harrison to vieit Fort Wayne in order 


to find out theix real object. Dearborn also mistrusted Wells, who, 


180, IHC, VII, Harrison's Messages and Tettors, ed. Logan Esarey, P. 223 


181. IMC, VII, Harrison's Moseages and Tettors, ed. Logan Esarey, PD. 2h2, 
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ho thoucht, was "too attentive to pecuniary considerations." (182) 


Despite the reports of dissatisfaction with the conduct of Wells by 


anne tells 


——— 


his superiors, Harrison and Dearborn, Congress, in 1808, in recognition 


of his past services, granted him the right of pre-omption to ons sec- 
tion of land in the present Spy Rim and Bloomingdale districts of Fort 
Wayne at $1,25 an acre. It was in this section that Wolls had already 
established hie farm. Wells died before he could pre-empt the land, 
but his children took advantage of the government's offer and entered 
the property in 1823. 

lo Fort Wayne, in Soptember, 1809, came Governor Harvison, in 
spite of the threatening conditions of tho commnity, to mke vhat 
proved to be his final treaty with the Indians 4n Indiena Territory. 
The scene that was enacted was a memorable one. On the one pide were 
arrayed the Governor with his eorvant, his secretary, four Indian in- 
terpretera, and the officers of the fort; on the other, the painted 
yarriours of the Miemis, the Potawatomis, the Delawares, and the Weas. 
On the third day of the council, &92 warriors were present, on the 
aoy of actual signing of the treaty, 1,590 were thore. (183) Never 
before had such a large number of Indians been asserbled to meet a 
commissioner of the United States. There wore enough supplies on hand 
to met this unexpected demand, although the garrison lacked necessary 
provisions for some tins afterward. 

| 

182, Ibid, p. 205, 


183. Elmore Baroe, “Harrison and the Treaty of Foxt Wayne, Indiana”, 
Indiana haga gino of History, if, Pe 361. 
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By adroit maneuvering and clever diplomcy, Governor Harrison se- 
cured his objective. Tho agreement, signed on the 17th of Septembor, 
added to the domain of the United States an area of 2,900,000 acres, 


the greater portion of which was situated north of the old Vincsnnos 
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tract. For this were exchanzed the usual annuitiss to be paid to the 


Ind4ans, a great deal of these being in tho form of domestic animils 
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to be delivered at Fort Wayne. Mpreover, an armovex was to be employed | 
at Fort Wayne for the benefit of the Indians. The result of the | 
treaty hed little airect effect on Fort Wayne, other than micing it | 
poasible fox the line of civilization to move closer to it. | 
In connection with the treaty of Fort Wayne, the complex question | 
of Captain Wells axvose oncs move to plague tle Governoz. On April 5, 1804 
prior to Harrieon's coming to Fort Wayne, Wells wrote to him in detail | 
concerning the activities. In the letter Wolls offered his assistance 
in forthcouing treaty negotiations. Two weéke after writing this 
letter, Wells waa dismissed as Indian agent at Fort Wayne by Secretary 
of War, Dearborn. This was shoxtly before the lattex left the War De- 
ee, Apparently General Dearborn believed that Wells did not al- 
ways use the public funds fox the best intoxest of the government. The 
surprising fact is that Harrison, supposedly the immodiate superior 
of Wolls, first learned of the agent's dismissal when he arrived at va 
Fort Wayna to negotiate the treaty. Harrison was surprised and also 
@ little angered at not being consulted in the mattor. 
Upon the governor's arrival, Wells solicited Harrison's inter'ven- 


tion an his behalf and again tendered his aid in bringing the con- 
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templated treaty to a successful conclusion. Aftox the treaty was 
signed, and while he was still at Fort Wayne, Harrison wrote to William 
Fustis, Dearborn's successor about the mattor, saying that Wells had 
venders’ most essential sorvices during the negotiations. Harrison 
then added: 

"Fe [ite11s/] professes himeelf to be unconscious of any crime which 

mezits ths treatment he has received. I think from his lorzor 

gervices he Gesorves a hearing, and if his xomoval has been occas- 

Joned by misteprescntations, and & vacancy shouid occur in the 

Indian Devartment tue government would find 1% to their account 

in placing him in it." (104) % 

Tack at Vincennes, two months later Harrison wrote to Iustis in a 
somewhat different tone. First he gave a detailed account of Wells' 
caroer, montioning his natural abilities as well aa the defects in his | 
character. Harrison then said that eince the treaty of Fort Wayns, | 
Wells conduct was so unfavorable that it did away with all favorable 
4uprassions which his zeal for the treaty had croated. However, ho 
concluded that it would be better to employ Wells in som position 
within the Department than not to mike use of hin at all. (105) 

Having heard that Wells might be veinstated in the indian Depart= 
mont, John Johnston, Wells" bitterest eneny at Fort warae ross immsd- 
fately to Harrison sayings 
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184, Harrison to Eustis, Oct. 3, 1809, this letter was copied by 
Capt. Noald and sent to Colonel Kingsbury. This copy is to be 
found in the Kingsbury Papers, Chicago Historical Society 
Library. 


185. Isc, VII, Harrisons Messages and Tetters, ed. logan Esarey, 
PPe 395-56 
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I think you will have to give up all idea of taking up -e--s-e" | 
ohnston usually referred to Wells by a dash in tha Letter again. 
Ho ig too unprincipled to be emmloyed anyshorc, except as an in- 
texrproter, and undex your om eye...i conid detail to you a Snousg- 
and instances of his total disrecard of everyining that is hola 
sacted by honest and honorable mon. Admitting ho was rostored 
hore acain...uo would be useless to you and the governasni; foz 
tho lattez never would put any confidence in his represontutions, 
and the public interest would thereby suffer. [> haa so long 
travellod in the crocked, miry paths of intrigue and agocevtion, 
that he never could be made to retrace his stepe, and pursvs a 
straicnt, faiz, and honorable course, such as might be creditabis 
to himself and useful to his country. My opinion ef hin i3 mado 
up from a lonj residence at thia post, and an intimate knowledge 
of his charactez, both public ana private...the sooner all hope 
of his reestablishment is-at an end, it will bo the botter; 
for ho is bocoming a pest hers, end will move off if he finds he 
i 
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cannot be xeinstated. (106) 

Under Article 9 of the treaty of Fort Weyne, part of the land 
cossion of the Indians was valid only with the consent of the Kickapoo 
tridé.. On December 9, they signed a separate treaty and in it added 
another tract this time subsect to the consent of the Miamis. John- 
ston accused Welle and Little Turtle of stirring up opposition among 
the Mamis against the new cession of land. 

Harrison's displeasure with Wells became more intense when he 


leamed that a false story was circulated among the Indians around 


Fort Wayne after the treaty, charging Haryvison with buying the lands 

for his own use and that of tho people of Vincennes. What part Wells 

played in this is not clear, Tarricon believed him to be to a large 

extent responsible, primrily by acting aa an agent fox William Mc- 

Intosh, a Scotch Tory. McIntosh was oagor to prevent the settling of 

the new land, as he had acquired title to it from the French at Vincennes 
) 


186. ic, VII, Uerrison's Messages and Tetters, ed. Logan Esarey, Pe 4,32 
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Tao situation was mde even mre delicate and dangerous by the 
fact that Tecumseh and the Prophst refused absolutely to recognize 
the validity of the Fort Wayne treaty. 

in October, the Indians were called ts Fort Wayne on Harrison's 
order, in ordey that Johnston micht stop the spread of false stories 
cixculating about the treaty. During the council, Jolmston brought up 
the question that he found was being agitated among tho Indians, that 
4s petitioning for the removal of Governoy Harrison, on the grounds of 
misconduct in office. Johnston thought that Wells was ths ono ¥es- 
ponsible for the potition, and told the Indians, “that whoever advised 
them to 4t was a wicked bad man and ok thoix friend." (107) The Owl, 
@ Mami chief, mintained that all the mischief going on among them 


had sprung from Wells and Little Turtle, Jolnston also yoeported that 


Wells had gone to Washington in an attempt to regain his old position 
as Indian agent, and Johnston hoped that if Wells failed, he would 
leave Fort Wayne. 

Johnston's yeport confirmed Harrison in his belief that Wells vas 
acting ag an agent fox William McIntosh, by spreading tho false stories 
concerning the governor's relations with the tribes. The question of 
Wells* connection with McIntosh deserves some attention es the quargel 
betwoen McIntosh and Herrison was more than one of mere personalities. 
Their dispute was involved in that of the land speculators and Indian 
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187. ic, VII, Harrison's Messages and letters, ed. logan Esarey, Pp. 477. 
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traders on the one hand and the government authority, represented 


primrily by the governor, on the other. Harrison did 211 in his 


power to check the purchase of the Indian lands by speculators and” 
traders. It has been noted above that he prevented the sale of the 
Fort Wayne lanis owned by the government fox foar of these lands boing 
purchased by unscrupulous traders. It is possible that Welle fell in | 


line with McIntosh in the latter's quarrel with the governor. Johknstoy 


hints that Wells was eager to trado with the Indians himself, and it ig 
pa 


to de yremebered that Wells and Peter Audrian tried to prevent the exe- | 
cution of the treaty with the Delawares in 1805. (128) 

In the fall of 1810, Harrison brought a libel suit against Williey 
McIntosh for slander in regard to the alleged mieconduct in the treaty 
negotiations and general mismanagement of the Indian affaire in the | 
territory on the part of the governor. The trial became a test be- | 


tween the land speculators and Indian traders ani Harrison. By the 


time the trial wae over, it included a complete examination of Harrison 


conduct ag torzvitorial governor. Connected with the affair were the 
"tetters of Decius", a series of attacks on the governor by an Irieh 
lewyor, Isaas Derneille. (189) Considerable attention was directed 


to the trial throughout the Northwest; the Cincinnati and Frankfort 


188. It mst be vemembered that the Indiens were never completely 
passive to the surrendex of their lands. This, Harrison often 
failed to take into account, when alloging instigation of the 
Indians by white mon. 


189, CE. Henry Adams, History of the United States, VI, p. 107. 
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% 
papers caryied lengthy accounts of it. The jury gave a verdict in 
favor of Haryison, and granted him damagea of four thousand dollars. 

In respect to Welle, it is surprising to leayn that he testified 
at the trial in behalf of Harvicon, stating that he found the governor's 
marmmex of dealing with the Indians in the councile at ali tines just. 
At Pirst elance, 4% would e0eom as though Harrison had been wrong in 
accusing Wells of echeming with McIntosh, and it is possible that Harrisd 
may have been. However, such a contradiction of previous action is in 
keeping with the pattem of Wells’ character and life. William Wells 
was undoubtedly an intelligent and shrewd man, but with this ability 
waa combined a capacity fox intrigue for his own benefit, which pre- | 
vented his suveriors from relying on him and mst of the Indians in his : 
latex life fvom trusting in hin. In trying to play the part of a 
"Mlieyrand" 4n Indien affairs, Wells failed miserably. Why he chose 
this mmer of accomplishing hig purposes is unknown. Possibly his 
connection with both the white and red races promote him to believe 
himsel? a meddator, who, incidentally, could profit by the differences 
between the two. 

Wolls had mary enemies andi a few friends among both racos. If 
there is any value in the observation, 4t is to be noted that most of 
hip friends were made in his early life, while his enemies were made 
after he became Indian agent. at Fort Wayne. Among the Indians, Little 

Turtle wae Wells' most intimte associate, althouga Five Medals, Blue 
Jacket, and many of the older chiefs were also Sunted among his frionds. 


Richardville, one of the shrewiest of the Mamis, did not trust Wells. 
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Tne Prophet and Tecumseh, as well as Winemo and the White Loon hated 
Wells. Harrison admitted shortly before Wells' unoxpected death that 
Wells deserved some credit from the circumstance that the line that 

separated his friends among the chiefs from his enomies was precisely 


the sams as one Harrison would have designated to separate the friends 


Fe ee ee 


of the American cause from its enemies. 

Among Wells' white friends wore Genoral Wayne, who valued his | 
services immensely, and Colonel Hamtramck, who was also Wells’ business | 
associate. Other commnders at Fort Wayne, notably Captain Heald | 
thought highly of him. On the other hand, his superiors -- Harrison, 
Dearborn, and Eustis-- felt that he was unfaithful and not worthy of 
theix trust, while John Johnston despised hin. 

Considering all this, it is no wonder that Harrison wrote to the 
Secretary of Wary in one of his last letters concerning William Wells: 


If wy letters and opinions on the subject of Wells have appeared 
to you in any degree inconsistent and contradictory I can not say 
that they have not exhibited a faithful presentation of what has 
passed in my mind. You will do me justicetin believing that this 
haa not proceeded from fickleness of temper or any less worthy 
cause but fxom the contradictory impressions which a Imowledge | 
of his superior talents for an appointment in the Indian De- 
partment and the fear of his possessing dispositions which might 
4in some degree prove dangerous, have made upon ms. Without 
troubling you again with observations upon his chaxvacter which | 
I have before frequently mde I will merely mention the con- 
olusiona which my mind has arrived at after mich reflection. 
Could I be allowed to dispose of Wells as I thought proper ny 
| first wish would be to place him in the Interiour of our sottle- 
|. ments where ho would never eee ani scarcely hear of an Indian. 
| But as this is impossible from his being located in such a manner 
at Fort Weyne, that he cannot be removed without very considerable 
expence my next wish is to get him such an appointment as he could 
i consider an object where he might be used to advantage but at the 
game time so limited as to prevent his doing mischief. I sincerely 
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believe that he would now be faithful. His activities and talents 
need not be doubted. (190) ) 


Harrison still found Wells' ability worth while and mde use of 


this despite the latter's sevorance from the Indian departmsnt. In 
April Wells and John Connex were sent to the Prophet's town to investi- 
gate the myrder of four white people in the neighborhood. Wells had 
a prolonzed conversation with Tecumseh during which the Shawnee openly 
declared his intention to resist the white encroachments. In July, 
Tecumseh came to Vincennes with a large body of Indians and once more 
protested strongly against the agreements of the Fort Wayne treaty of | 
1809. : | 
In the midst of this agitation, Captain Heala, the commnder at | 
Foxt Wayne, was transferred to the post at Fort Dearborn. Captain yt 
Heald was followed shortly by his young bride, Rebekah Wells, the eiece 
of Wilidam Welle. Arriving on May 15, 1810, Capt. James Rhea took over 
the commnd of Fort Wayne. Rhea was a native of New Jersey, and had 
received a commission in the army in 1791. He was promoted to first 
lieutenant in 1800, and was commissioned a captain in 1807. Ho had 
served with Wayne's army and for a time was assigned to the commnd of 
Fort Industry on the Maumse River. Shortly before coming to Fort Wayne, 
Captain Rhea married Polly Forsyth, the 18year old daughter of James 


Forsyth, a wealthy Detroit merchant. (191) 


199. ae Be Harrison's Mossages and Lotterxs, ed. logan Esarey, 
PP. “9. 


191. Capt. Rhea to Col. Kingsbury, March 18, 1810, Kingsbury Papers, 
Chicago Historical Society Library. 
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‘ 
Two days after his arrival at Fort Wayns, Captain Rhea wrote to | 


his supexiory, Colonel Kingsbury: 


weed found Mipt. Heald at this Place; he starts in the porridge scl 


I am much pleased with my Command; I hope to be continued hers...' 
at this Post every thing has beon going on very correct; I mean 
to take the Tract of Capt. Heald as noa¥ as possible... have beel 
very «111 with Rheumatism Pains ever since I leit you. ZI don't kn 
4f ever I shall recovery, I have not had a Night Sleop in two 


Weeks. (192) | 

The following uonth Captain Rhea reported that he vas still cuffet 
ing a great deal from the rheumatic attacks; nevortholess during his | 
first yeax at Fort Wayne, the captain displayed the gualities of a pees 
commander. He made considerable repairs on the fort and carvied out 7 
program of sanitation and land cloarance. Hs knew of the impending | 
trouble with the Indiens, but he failed, when the tine camo, to grasp | 
the opportunity of achieving recognition. At the critical moment, | 
Captain Rhea proved to be a weak character, given somewhat to alaraist 
tendencies. During the siege of Fort Wayne, he displayed appalling | 


| 


cowardice and a fondness for whiskey which proved his undoing. Whothex 


| 


-or not he sought to reliove his contimed attacks of rhoumtiem by 


alcohol can only be surymisod, but his decline from the position taken 


| 
in his fixst garrison ovdor at Fort Wayne to that of a slave of al- 
cohol in 1812, forms a striking revorsa}. In his first ordor on My 
20, 1810, he noted the “abonimble /sic/ practice” of drunkenness 
eee eee ee 


192. Capt. Rhea to Col. Kingsbury, May 17, 1810, Kingsbury Papers, 
Chicago Historical Society Library. 
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98 
among the men, and commented that he was "mch hurt to see eo mich 
4ntoxication.” (193) 

From the captain's first quarterly report for the months of April, 
May, and dune, 1810, we have the following informition in regard to 
the garrisons 

Officers: Captain, James Rhea; First Lieutenant, William 

Whistler; Second Lieutenant, Philip Ostrander; Composition 


of the Company; Native Americans, 363; Inglismmen, 1; irish- 
mon, 11; Frenchmen 2; total, 50. Strength of tae Company: 


~ 


1 captain, 2 subalterns, 5 sergeants, 2 coxrporals, 5 mus- 
4cians, 39 privates. (}9) 


Captain Rhea's report for November was almost i¢entical in rogard 
to the number of his mon, but he added that the garrison was 31 mon 
ehort of its required strength of 81 mon. He aleo felt that the arms 
of the garvison were in bad condition, while on tho other hand, tne 
‘clothing of the men was in good condition ana tho fort was regularly 
evpplied with provisions end ammnition. Captain Rusa reported the 
discipline of the troops to be good, but actually 4% coulda have been 
no dettex than usual, judging from the numrous court mrtials recorded 
in the garrison orders during his commnd. (195) 

During the summer of 1012, Fort ay vscame for the Indians tho 
central point between the Prophet's Town on the eoubcance river and 
a  D 
193. IHC, XV, ed. B. J. Griswold, P. 302. 


194. Capt. Rhea to Col. Kingsbury, July 1, 1810, Kingsbury Papers, 
Misc. Lettors, 1204-13813, Chicago Historical Society Library. 


195. IHC, XV, ed. B. J. Griswold, pp. 302-350 passin. 
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Maldon, tho British post across from Detroit whore arus and anmmnition 
yoro distributed to the red men. On August 11, 1811, John Shaw, the 
assistant government agent at Fort Wayne, reported to the Secretary of 
War that the situation in regard to the Prophet was growing serious, 
and many of the neutral tribes were coming to him for advice. (196) 

To detormine the exact disposition of these neuival tribes, in part- 
dicular the Miamis, Delawayes, and Potawatomis, Governor Harrison dis- 
patched Toussaint Dubois to Fort Wayne. Ina council on the Lith of 
September, Dubois found the Indians divided almost equally for and 


against the Prophet's schemes. After receiving Dubois! report, 


Harxison inatvucted John Johnston to separate the fviendly Indians from 


the others and to place them, if possible, in settlements on the White 
River, where thoy would be safe from the contemplated attack of the 
American army on the Prophet's town. 

With regulax troops and militia, Governor Harrison advanced up 
the Wabash in October towards the Prophet's town on the Tippecanoe 
xiver. Early in the morning of November 7, 1511, on the fields of 
Mppecanos, the Prophet's forces attacked Harrison's Army, but were 
aviven back after a hard fought battle. At Fort Wayne the first reports 
of the engagement indicated that the Americans had suffered a severe 
defeat. Until the correct information was received a woek later, 
the garrison and populace were in a state of great anxiety. 

RS Ca en rene 


396. IHC, VII, Harrison's Mossages and Letters, ed. Logan Esarey, 
De 557 


yf = Bh oe. ih a * 


Wi 
« 
7 


nt 


| ; ) e a) “ool o yi 
i ow anal 
cotviowus hae anes etedy towed mort sco wel 
ec? yer mio’ gft8l .Lf dengwA a nom box penne he: 
To yreseros? edd of boduogqer penysl sacl ta Saeps saanarevog 
,svoltee galvorg wav Jedqoel edt of Boyes mt nottand te’ ede teas 
(02k) .eotvba tot ald of gakmoo orev nediut leven ext to, —" 
~tueq at ,sedixd Laudven eaodd To sors heogans foaxe pid activates of 
“aii acetirell torkevodD almost avasot hove ieneawateg ‘ala tt ene ; 


' 
) 


' 


— 
= 


cee 


to dé# of? no Linnsoo a ol engi one oF atodud, tatencsd? | 

bers “ok etlouge Peele bobtvts enatbat ede hosot atogad 4% ota 
.ttorvet 'siodm! gatvicoet tettA <eqpneos a Seciqoxt ods 

sot nastint viheoivt ed? evereqea oF guniatds now botomstoat 
bs otic’ oft ao adoemoliden af ,eldianoq T2 gions eoalg ov bos eredio. = 
oft lo Uoatin besvelometaoo ett mov eTan od slow vert. oxendtw Rn 
creed e* Sectqovt oui? xo Yrs aco treah i 


oe sevhe mo elreal Toarxered ats ae fae aqoos? ‘valupest Ast - * 
; My VES ° 7 


7 eansoegg?T ed? mo myod a tedigornt ens ebrawote wedotoO ek faedsw eat : 
to ebfol? ef go .f1GL .f uedisovol Bo gatotos eit at <x es 

exev vit ,.wath e'acalinal beadnadie seonct a" edeeat oxtd LOOK RO OY 2 , 
edtoge terit edt enye¥ trot GA .ofdted. diac? btad 0 xedte ded novia 
etevee © betettiun bad exeokvemA ed? todd tosookiat Senepscee ean: f 
inleoadae 


{total deow s bevieoes eeaw oo htame oat 2906EOo, ous Ltt Seoted . 
‘ o% 7 i 
VWelxas teoty to efate + at orow eaten ho nena i3 


e 
Db y 
a 


Myo weoka after tho battle, on the 22 of Novembar, the period for 
tho annual meting of the Indians to recsive theix annuities having 
arzvived, the tribes assembled at Fort Wayne in great numbozvs. Many 
of the chiefs wore frosh from Tippecanoe, but they claimed thoi 
amuitics along vith peaceful tribes, saying that the Prophet alone 
wag to blame for the hostilities, and that he had been imprisoned by his 
ow followers. Although entirely untrue, these stories had the desired 
effect on John Johnston, and ne was thereby induced to grant tho Indians 
theix amuities. Many of the tribes were sincere in seeking peace at 
this time, but Johnston's hasty action in gYanting the annuities pro- 
yoked Haryison, who heretofore had never criticized the factor's 
decisions. 

Shortly efter this incident, Johnston was transferred to Piqua, 
Ohio, to act as principal agent for the Shawnee tribe. His precipitate 
action in yegard to the annuities had nothing to do with the transfer, 
gince Johnston himself had applied for the change in positions, five 
months before the battle of Tippecanoe, in order to be near his farm 


at Piqua, Ohio. 


Johnston's successor, Ya jor Benjamin Franklin Stickney was a 
singularly brave man, but very eccentric and headstrong. A suggestion 
of his eccentric character is found in the choice of names for his 
childrou. ‘Tho sons were styled, “One, Two, and Three” and the daughters 
Dore the names of states of the union. Benjamin Stickney had been in 
the government service at Upper Sandusky, Onio, prior to coming to 


Fort Wayne. While at Fort Wayne, he and his family occupied the council 
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house, located just outside the stockade of the fort. 

Stickney was rather cold and heartless in his attitude towards the 
Inifans. in 1815; testifying before a Senate committee, he stated: 

weoit 4s cheaper to reduce then [indians by meat and bread than 

by force of-arms; and -¥yon the observations I have had the oppor- 
tunity of making, three or four months full feeding on meat and 
bread.e.-Will bring on disease, ani in six or eigut months creat 
mostality...I believe that more indians might be killed with the 
expense of $100,000 in this way than 91,000,009 expended in the 

eupport of armies to go against them. (197) 

Jn December Tecumseh visited Fort Wayne. He had not been a part- 
icivant in the battle of Tippecanoe, as the conflict had been insit- 
gated by the Prophet while T>cums0h was visiting the tribes along the 
Ohio wivex. The outcome of the battle had ruined his plan of an Indian 
confederation, but Tecumseh was still conTiéent he could succeod with 
the help of the Exitich. At Fort Wayne he mde bitter reproachee against 
Govexnox Harrison; and at tho same time demanded amainition from ; | 
Captain Nusa, who refused. McAfes xolates that Tecumseh "then said 
he would go to his British fathex, who would not deny him. He appeared 
thoughtful a while, and then gave the warwhoop and went off." (198) 

Such was the spirit in which Tecumseh left Fort Wayne. The year 
1812 became a period of terroy throughout the West. Fort Wayne in the 
center of the turmoil and uncertainty proceeding the outbreak of the 


war, bocame en excellent listening-post for the news passing between 
eee ests ent PP PEE STIS ACL 


197. Amorican State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, pp. 64-5, 
198, McAfee, History of the Tate War in the Weetern Countr 
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Malden and the Indiana along the Wabash. Harrison and the officials 
of tho War Depaxtment paid portieular attention to the information 
gathoreé by Wells, Stickney and John Shaw at Fort Wayne. On Fobruary 
10, Wells reported that two Dritish emissaries passed Fort Wayne on 
theix way to the Prophet's village. Hse added that the Potawatonis 
wore ready to strike the Americans at Fort Dearborn and Fort Wayne 
yhenevex wax wae declared between the United States and Great Britain. 
(199) 

Qn March 1, Wolls wrote that Tecumseh had arrived on the Wabash 
ani that "ne has dotemined to raise all the Indians he can, immediately, — 
with an intention, no doubt, to- attack our frontiers. (200) Writing to | 
Geneval Hull,. Donjamin ‘Sthoimoy” came to the conclusion, somewhat be- 
latedly, that 1% waa necessary to cut off all commnication between 
“the Indians within the territory of the United States and Cenada, (201) 
Stickney was also extremely annoyed by the activities of Estdors 
Chaine, a clever agitator employed by the British to maintain connections 

with the Indians in the Fort Wayne area. Chaine had held several con- 

forvences with the ‘Indiens, advising them to remain at peace with the 
Americans until war broke out between Great Britain and the United 
States. 
wp) SEINE a0? sali IRS be ec ee | 
199. IHC, IX, Harricon's Meseages and letters, ed. Logan Esaroy, | 

PP. pp. 21-2. 
200. HC, IX, Harrison*s Meseaces and Iotters, ed. Logan Esaroy, p-» 27. 


201. Ibid, p. 55- 
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Tie last report of Tecumseh's actions before the outbreak of the 
war came from Wells at Fort Wayne. On June 17, Tecumseh stopped long 
enough et Fort Weyne for Wells to find out that the chief waa on hic 
way to Mhlden to receive from the British twelvo horse loads of 
ammnition for the use of his people at TMppecanoe. The following day, 
Consvess declared war againet Great Britain. A week later the news 
arrived at Fort Wayne and the other forthwestern posts. 

Fven at this late hour tho cuestion of whether Harrison had full 
control over the Indian factor at Fort Wayne or not remained unsettled. 
Tis time Benjamin Stickney, rather than Wells, chose to dieplay his 
4niependence of the Governor. However, the matter did relate to Cap- 
tain Wells, who at the tine intended to retire altogother from gcverne- 
mental service at Fort Wayne and move to Kentucky. Having been informed 
of this by Colonel Geiger, Wells’ father-in-law, and believing the 
presence of Wells at Fort Wayne was necessary at this critical tim, 
Governor Harrison wrute to Benjamin Stickmey, saying that Stickney 
should considey Wells under his imuediate orders and that he should 
employ Wells wherever possible and beneficial for the government. 


To this order Stickney replied: 


In all ny instructions from tho secretary of war...he has not given 


moe the least intimation that I was to consider myself under the 
direction of any other officer than himselt. And as I received 
lay appointment from the secretary of war by the approbation of 
the President it appears to de a dictate of common sense that I 
ahould consider his instructions as the rule of my conduct. And 
he has instructed ma to have nothing to do with Wells and that 
Wells is to have nothing to do with Indian affairs at Fort Wayne. 
Revertheloss every commnication from you shail be attended to 
by mo with the greatest chesrfullness and conformed to as far as 
my instructions vith the Departzent will pormit. (202) 


pn NS aaAvay,. P. Oo. 
202. IAC, Ik, Harrison's Nessages and Lstvers, ed. Logan Ksarey, P. S&- 
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Stickney's attitude provoked Harrison a great doal. The governor | 
mumdiately dispatched a lengthy letter to the Secretary of War in watch] 
he brought up the entire question of his authority over the Indian agent 
4n Indisna Territory, and ne urged the War Department to correct any 
misconceptions relating to it. Reference was mado by Harrison to tho | 
Sncident of Wells acting independently in 1803 and the vindication of | 
Harrison's authority over Wells at that time. Finally, Harrison saiatial 


| 
cally observed that $1t has been reserved for tho "Comion sense* of Mr, 


his appointment immediately fyom you. "(203) | 


| 


Stickney to discover that no such obligation exieted because he derived 
Truly the situation did call for the utmost vigilance from the 
members of the Indian department and demanded harmony and concert in | 

' 


their measures. If Sticlmey would have been permitted to stand upon 


i 
HI 


ground independent of the governor, thoix plans could have resulted © is 


4n contradiction that would have produced a discord fatal to the inter- 
eats of the nation. Harrison had directed Stickmey to correspond reg~- | 
ularly with him concerning the trend of events at Fort Wayne and to 
seni copies of all such correspondence to the War Department in order 
that it might de fully and immediately informed of the important happ- 
enings at Fort (aoe Harrison had also ordered Wolls to send any 
massages directcd to him through Stickney. Howover, Wells naturally 


disregarded these instructions whenever he wrote to Harrison concerning 


Stickney's actions. it 


LD 


203, Ibid, p. 69. 
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Stickney was the subject matter of Wolls’ last two letters to tho 
Governor. On July 22, Wells roported that the Prophet with ono hundred 
of his followers had been at Foxt Wayne for ten days and planned to 
leave that day, During thie interval Major Sticknoy appeared to hava 
beon completely beguiled by the Prophet's declarations of neutrality. 
Despite Tippecanoe and the fact that Tocumseh was already allied with 
the British, Sticlmey allowod tho Prophet to take the lead in the council 
with Indians and freoly cave the Propast ammmnition and supplies, On | 
wes 19 of July the Prophes received word from Tecumssa to send the women 


ani children west of the Mississippi and to unite the warriors Tor a 
blow at Vincomnes. In order to mke bottex time the Prophet's mon | 
stole two riding horses from Wolls' farm and proceeded weatweard. To 
take sure that Sticimey vould suspect nothing, the Prophet infozmed hin 
of the theft of the horses and dispatched two men on foot, supposedly 
to find the thieves. Accovding to Wells, Sticknoy awallowed this bait 


and congratulated the Prophet on his honesty. (204) 


Two weeks before hig doath at Fort Dearborn, Wells wrote to 
Hayrison, stating that Sticlmey, “does not consider himself under your 
constraint. He declares publicly that you have no authority over hin, 
Your speech to the Indians has been here seven weeks and has never been 
commnicated to the Indians by the agent.” (205) Tous in his last letter, | 
PA eg ae ee 


och, IHC, IX, Harticon's !essages and letters, ed. Logan Eearey, pp 77-0 
205. Wells to Harrison, July 30, 1812, Burton Historical Collection. 
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Wells had completed the circle of contradiction and now stood with 
Harvison in an attempt to uphold the governor's authority. over the 
agent at Fort Wayne. 

To his credit, Harrison saw the importance of having Wells remain 
at Fort Wayne during this crucial tims. Concerning this, Harrison 
wrote to the Secretary of War, "He /Wolls/ is...able from his influence 
over a fow chiefs of great ability to effect more than any other per- 
gon particularly with regard to the now all important point of ob- 
taining information.” (206) 

Three days after Harrison wrote this, Wells' most intimate friend 
and greatest of the chiofs, Little Turtle, died at Fort Wayne. The 
chief had long suffered from the gout, and in order that he might have 
the attendance of the post surgeon, he was brought from his village 
on the Eel river to the home of Wells. Little Turtle was buried with 
full military honoys on Captain Welle farm, Captain Rhea and the 
officers of the garrison being present. (207) 

Within a period of two weeks after the death of Little Turtle, 
General William Bull, governox of Michigan and commandant of a strong 
American force at Detroit, sent an order to Fort Dearborn, instructing 
the commander Captain Nathan Heald to evacuate the foxt and transfor 
the occupants of the lonely post to Fort Wayne. Hull also sent word 
of the intended evacuation to Fort Wayne, ordering the officers there 
Leer eee ee reece areca cea ccc ce nn CGTLTIIE AEE Ra en 
206. IHC, IX, Harrisons Messages and Letters, ed. Logan Esarey, p. 70. 


207. What is believed to be the grave of Little Turtle was discovered 
4n 1912 at tho home of Dr. George Gillie in the Spy Run section. 
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to cooperate in the movement by rendering Captain Heald any informtion 
ani assistance in their power. Captain Wells, spurred by a desire to 
aid in the evacuation and by the fact of his close relationship with 
Mrs. Heald, organized a company of thirty friendly Miamis and with 
Coxporal W. K. Jordan from the garrison started for Fort Dearborn 
on August 8. 1812. Milo Quaife, easerts that the arrival of Wells 
on the 13 of August afforded the only ray of cheer and hope which cam 
to the settlement in this timo of danger. (208) Preparations for do- 
parture were under way When Wells arrived. Wells was downcast. To 
remain in the fort now meant death fron starvation as all the supplies 
except the little needed for the journey had been destroyed or given to 
the Indians. ‘Tho attempt to reach Fort Waynes was the only alternative. 
The story of the anguished departure from the fort on the morning 
of August 15 and the subsequent massacre nesd not be related here. 
Suffice it to say that Captain Wells was killed during the battle in 
an attempt to save the women and childxen. The Indians paid their 
sincerest tribute of respect to hie bravery by cutting out his heart 


and eating it, thinking thus to imbibe the qualities of its owner in 


Wife. Quaife writes, "Wells was the real hero of the Chicago massacre, 


giving his life voluntarily to save his friends." (209) Thus, Captain 
Wolle' colorful career was brought to a close. Paradoxically, he died 
208, M. M. Quaife, Chicago and the Old Northwest, 1673-1835, p. 225. 


209. Ibid, De 217. 
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while fighting against the Indians, although in his first battles he | 
nad fought on their side. Corporal Jordan from Fort Wayne was cap- | 
| 


tured but later made his escape and reached Fort Wayne August 26, 


being soven deys in the wilderness. 
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Tis SIEGS OF FORT WAYNE 


At last the savages had struck their long deferred blow. The 
little garyison of eighty-five mon at Fort Wayne received vith alarm 
tho first account of the massacre at Fort Dearborn. ‘The nows was con- 
veyed by one of the friendly Miamis who had accompanied Wells to Fort 
Dearborn. Unimown to the garrison at this date was the fact that 
Dotroit == the protecting center of the other northwestern posts-- had 
been ingloriously surrendered on August 16 to a British-Indiian force 
by Goneral William Hull. Mackinac had already fallen to the British. 
Tocumseh and the Exiticsh now turned their attention to the reduction 
of Fort Wayne and Fort Harrison (near Torre Haute, Indiana), as the 
principal yemining obstacles to prevent them from driving the white 
inhabitants beyond the Chio river. After their success at Dearborn, 

a council was held by the Indian tribes and British officers at the 
Fotawatemie villages. Here it vas determined that the Potavatomies 
together with the Ottawas were to be assisted in the proposed siege 


of Fort Wayne by a British force under Major Mair. Meanwhile the 


Winebagoes and Mamie vould direct theix attention tovard Fort Harrison.) 


When the people of Fort Wayne became aware of the gravity of their 
situation, it was determined to send the women and children to 4 safe 
¥efuge, the closest boing Pigua, Ohio. In order to accomplish this, 
Captain John Logan, © Shawnee Indian, was sent by John Johnston from 


Pigua to conduct the group which muibered close to twonty-five. Among 
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Iocan's charges on the hundred-mile Journcy were Ann, Robocoa, and Miry | : 
| Wella, and the wivos and children of Antoine Boniio, William Bailey, | 
| and Stephon Johnston. ‘This was but the first of mny acts of horoism | 
on the part of the Shawnce brave, John Iogan, during tho war. (210) 
| None too soon were the women ani children rommved to a place of 
! safety, for in a short tims about five hunired warriors began to gathor 
| quietly erout Fort Wayne, encamping in the forest and seeking to avoid 
| open evidence of hostility. Tneirs was a waiting game, as the British | 
| had promised troops and artillery within a poriod of twenty days. 
Fortunately for the garxison and. the poople romining noar Fort | 
Heyne, the Indian plan to attack the fort was discovered boforehand - 
4n rach the same manner as Pontiac's famous plan to capture Detroit 
hed been xevealea to the British at en earlicr date in history. Cn 


the nicht of Augnet 20, Metea, a Fotavatomle chief, mde his way under 


enclosure and thore xevealod to Bondie tho plans of attack in order 
| that Bondie and his Indian wite might escape death. Antoine Dondie, 
a French trader, wae then about fifty years old end had lived with the 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
cover of éaxkmess to the cabin of Antoine Bondie outside of the fort | 
: 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
Indians eince he was twelve near the vicinity of Fort Wayne. Motea | 
| 


, | 
@iad not decline the chiof's offer, he suspected nothing. | ee 


Oa rr 


: 

| naturally thought that Fondie would join them and when the Frenchman 
| 

| 


210. dohn Lozan as a emil child hed been ajopteé by General Denjamin | 
locen of Kentucky. In 1815, Iocan was killed while underteking | 
a most hazardous mission. “lore fixmosa and consuzmte bravery | 
bos eeldom appeared in the military theatre.",wrote General 
Winchester in hig report to Harrison. 
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However, Bondie accompanied by Charles Peltior, another French & 
trader, went to Benjamin Sticlmey the following shepines and informed 
the agent of the plot. (211) Stickney, who at a later date vrote 
his account of the siege, gave himself most of the credit fcx the turn | 


the events then took. (212) At first, he relates, he was inclined to 


reject Bondie's informtion as false, since a mistake in a mtter of 
go mmch importance would have proved ruinous to his character and would | 
have yvosulted in his disgraceful ejoction from office. However, he | 
gnformed Captain Rhea of the gituation, and despite tho fact that the 
Captain discredited Bondie's story on the grounds that the latter was | 
untrustworthy, Sticlney determined to send an express to Harrison at 
Cincinnati end another to Captain Taylox at Terre Haute 4nforming them 
of the state of affaixs. 

Way Captain Rhea See Ms eons ed and Sticknsy should have hes- | 
itated to believe that an. attack vas dmminent even though they knew of | 
the massacre at Fort Dearborn, fa difficult to understand. It can be 


gaia tn theix defense that when Bondie yvevealed to them the piot of the 


xed men, they had not yet heard of the surrender of Detroit, and cons | 
| 


sequently, did not ¥Yealize their position was £60 precarious. Lt. Curtis) 
! 
in his account of the siege of Fort Wayne states that many attempts were! 


ee PE ae ann etae gm oan emennieeas meee eee TT 


2ll. After the war, Bondie was rewarded by being appointed issuing 
commissary for the Fort Weyns garrison. 


212, Stickney account of the siege first appeared in the Fort Wayne | 
Timea, May 27, 1056. 
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mde to send messages throuch to Detroit, but that they all failed. (213) 
Earlior in the same day that Motea informed Bondie of the coming attack | ) 
on Fort Wayne, Captain Rhea expressed the rather naive belief that the 
Potawatomies gathering about the fort intended to proceed to Piqua Tox 
a conforence with the U. ‘Se commissioners, and requested Governor lbigs 


of Caio to seni him instxuctions concerning the mttex. At the sans | 


tims Captain Rhea asked for informtion in regard to Gonoral Hull's | 
movements at Detroit, which indicated he knew nothing of the surrender. | 
(214) | 

| 


Four days later it was becoming increasingly apparent that the 


informétion fumished by Antoine Boniie was no mere ficticn. Stephen 


Johnston, who se¥ved se @ clerk at the Fort Vayne factory efter the | 


| 

| 

/ 

i 

departure of his older brother, described conditions suxrounding the | 

4 

i 

fort in a lettex written August 24, 1012, to his wife at Piqua: | 

iH 

"Wo have about fcur hundred Indians here. Their intentions are very 
suspicious. I have moved all the vablic goods into the garrison, | 
so that I am now unincumbered by the business, ani if 4t were not | 
fox iw. Sticlney's illness, and having to attend to his depart- i 
ment, I would leave the place for the nvesent, ag the tracing | 
establishment ia at an end for the time being. "(215) | 
| 


. arn en | 


213. Daniel Curtis to Col. Kingsbury, Sept. 21, 1812, Kingsbury | 
Papers, Chicago Historical Library. Curtis also wrote to a 
friend named James Cullen C. Witherell on Oct. 4, 1812, con- | 
cerning the siezo. This second letter is almost a copy of ey 
the one sent to Kingsbury and is found in the Indiana Hise legegs 
toxical Society Library. | 


214, INC, IX, Harrison's Messages and Ietters, ed. Logan Esarey, P- 69.) 


215. T. B. Helm, History of Ailen County, Indiana, Pe. 39. 
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On the 24 or 25 of Auzust, Captain Phea dispatched a mossase to } 
| 


General Worthington end Governor Mbigs of Ohio, stating that he exe 


pected the foxt to be attacked that night. (216) This was the last hari J 


communication received from the garxicon prior to the etart of the i 
eloce. It is fortunate that these appeals for aid were eent by Bene | 
jamin Sticmey and Captain Rhea as they served to hasten Harrison's ! 
aruy of #elief in tine to save the fort. By the 25 of August, Harrison, 
| yoalizing the gravity of tho situation, wrote to the Secretary of War, 


“the xelief of Fort Wayne vill be ny first object." {217) 


| 

| Meanwhile at Fort Wayne, both parties wished to delay the finsl 
| conflict, the garrison in order to give time to Harrison to bring the 
necessary xelief, and the Indians, from daily exnectation of the arvival 
of the Britioh force which had boen promised them. Within the fort, 


the situation waa rendered highly embarassing and hazardous by the 


| condition of Captain Riea who bogan to drink heavily and was not 


capable of handling any duties. It 1s evident also that 1ll-feeling 


| potween Benjamin Stickney and the two lieutenants, Curtis and Cstrander 


was not lacking. In his account, Stickney wrote, "The commanding 


i 
officer was drunk nearly all the tims, and the tyo lieutenants were 


4nefficient men, entirely unfit to hold commissions of any trade. #(218) | 
' Saas ceea a ceece errr een ar rc ccr acca cnc c cece tauemunnn i Rage: mae eae ans a aS 
216. imc, Ix, Harrison's iessages and Letters, ed. logan Esarey, P- 99. 
217. IDID, 2. 99, 


218. Fort Wayne Tims, iy 27, 1856. 
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| ‘This last statement mst be taken with some allowance, as Philip Os- 

| ‘tyrandex was later made temporary commander of Foxt Wayne with Harrison’ 

approval, and Daniel Curtis zose to the rank of captain aiter credit- 

able service during the waz. 

By August 22, the post was definitely ina state of siege. About 

| ten o'clock that night Stephen Johnston, sertsemasien by Poter Oliver 

| and a recently discharged coldicr got out fox Piqua, ag Jolmston was 
eagex to join his wifo there. When the three msn had arrived av a 

| point a chort distance south of the fort, near what is now the Hanna 

nomestead, they were fired upon by the Indians. Jotmston was killed 
4nstantly. The other two men fled back to the fort. A reward of 

twenty dollars, offered by Antoine Bondie the next day for the return 

of Johnston's body to the fort--a work performed by a young chiel, 

White Racoon--revealed the fact that Jonnston had been scalped and 

tomatawked in a most brutal manner. 

No further proof of the attitude of the Indians was needed; now= 
ever the next morning an Indien approached the fort and asked Stickney 
‘fox a white flag in order that some of the chiefs might come and speak 
with him. ‘The flag was granted under a promise of its being returned 
that Gay, put the Indians kept it several days duxing which time they 
were constantly plundering the gardens and cornficlds end were killing 
end carrying away the cattle and hogs. This thoy did right under the 
guns of the fort, and comments Lt. Curtis, “wo poor soldiers, either 


from cowardice or some other agency in our captain, wore not suffered 
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to fire a gun but obliged theix repeated insults to pass with impunity.” 
(210) | | 

On one occasion a party of soldiers left the fort to check the ] 
Ingians. For this the lieutenants were rebuked by Ceptain Rhea in an | 


official ordex. (219) Finally the Indians bearing the flag before 


themselves approached the fort in large number, hoping evidently to be 
allowed to enter 4n such force as to be able to overpower the occupants, 
But only a few were admitted by Stickney, who designated thirteen 
chiefs who would be welcomed. Each chief was disarmed on entering . 
the stockade and the varty followed the agent to his quarters. At 
the request of Sticlmey the troops wore paraded during the council 


i 
whith followed. When the council pipes were finished, Winemc addyess-| 


ing the agent disclaimed any part in the death of Johnston. “But", : 
hoe added, "if my father wishes for war, I ama man." (220) With thie 
expression he stxuck his hand upon a Imife that was concealed under 
his dDlanket. Stickney at the tims did not understand the language, | 
but Antoine Bondie who wes present and understood the whole force | 


of what was eaid, sprang to his feet and, striking his own knive, ! 


| 
ehouted in Potawatomie, "I, too, ama mn." (221) His dramtic action, 
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218. curtis to Kingsbury, Sept. 21, 1812, Chicago Historical Society | 
Library. | 


219. IHC, XV, Fort Wayne Gateway of the WestyGarrison Orderly Books, | 
ed. Bort J. Gviswold, p. 37/1. 


220. Fort Wayne TMmes, May 27, 1056. 


221. Ibid 
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together with the appearance of the soliders, fully armed, brought | 


he plot to a finish. Tho Indians had hoped through the murder of | 
Stickmey and the officers, to be able to control the situation withe : 
sn the fort, even to the opening of the gates to allow the entrance | 
of their warriors. However, thoy filed back to their encampment 
@isappointed. - ; 
The garrison was eigeean on September 1 by the arrival of yi2iem 

Olive¥ who brought news of the approach of Harricon’s aruy. Oliver, | 
who wag thon twenty-five years of age, had been connected with tue . ~ 
fort as a sutler. While the Indians were gathering about the fort 
he was abeent in Cincinnati purchasing supplies, and there he learned 
of the state of affairs at Yort Wayne. He enlisted with the Chio | 
troops and offered his services to General Ibrricon with the propos- | 
4tion that the general ellow him to proceed from Ss. Mary's, Ohio,to | 
Fort Wayne with a emall company as an advance detachment of the army 
of voller. This he Gia, but when the group of ninety-four ten cams 
within twenty-four miles of Fort Wayne, they ascertained the size of 
the besieging forces to be larzer than they could safely mest in an 
open encounter. Oliver continued on, however, with three Shawnees--- 
Captain John logan, .Captain Johnny; and Brighthorn. Well mounted 

and well armed, they eluded the vigilance of the besiegerse and 
succceded in yoaching the Maumee river at 4 point one end a half miles 
east of the fort. Here thoy left their horses in order to make @ pre- 
liminary recounoiter. Tae enemy was conferring on 4 gtrategem Zor ths 


capture of the garrison and had gathered on the west and south sides 
, | 
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of tho fort. Roturning to their horses, the four canon aye ¥ode 
stealthily along the Maume and up the bank to the east wall of the | | 
fort. No meuber of the gar¥ison was in sight. In despair, thoy rode | | 
down the river bank and skirted the shore as they turned their horses 1 
to the west to follow the St. Mary's river. ‘Then, in full view of the 
Indians, they dashed up the river bank and mde straight for the north | 
gate of the fort, at a mmont when Winame and four other chiefs vere 
rounding the northwest corner of the fort with a flag of truce to ae 

hola another conference with the commandant . The sudden appearance 
of the ridexe aisconcerted the besiegers vho belicved them to be the 
advance of a large yelieving force. Winamac retired after a mere | 
hanishake. Lt. Curtis later stated, "The safe arrival of Mr. Oliver at 
that particular juncture my justly be considered most miraculous. 


One houx soonex oy one hour later would no doubt have been inevitable 


ie as a hE ann 


| 

| 

| 

destruction both to himself and escort. n(222) | 
Once within the fort Oliver announced the approach of Harrison's 
army and immediately dispatched a note to Harrison by John Logan and | 
his companions, who sucoseded in evading the besiegers once again. | 
In the meantime Haryison's force had reached Piqua on September 2. 
Here he founda the whole “country in dreadful alarm on account of the 
fall of Detyoit and Chicago and the supposed 4nvestiture of Fort Wayne 
222, Benjamin Drake, Life of Tecumseh and of his Brother the Prophet, 
pe 50- : 
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py the Indians." (223) A body of 700 volunteors for the relief of | 


i! 


Fort Wayne vasa unwilling to go beyond Shane's Crossing on the St. Mary's 


} 
i 


| 
that a Dreitish and Indian force was advancing toward Fort Wayne fron | 
| 


without reinforcements. On September 4, Harrison received information 


Malden. Actually, the British dotachment undey Mjor Munir did not 
leave Malden until September 16, four days after the siogs was aban- 
doned by the Indians. This delay by the British was occasioned by the 
tomporary armistice arranged between Gonsral George Prevost and Gen- 
eval Dearborn. Had the Beitich sent support. to the bosieging indicns 
soonex, ox had not Harrison been so prompt in bringing relief, tho : 
outcom of the siege of Fort Wayne might have been far different. | 
As it was the garrison being well supplied with provisions was able 
to withstand the attacks made by the Indians. 

Revertheless, the situation at Fort Wayne vas fairly critical from | 


| 
September 3, to September 12. September 3, Captain Rhea published | 


his finsl gayvxison order, saying, "It is earnestly hoped by the jemand 
ing Officer that fox this night every man will be at his post, --relief | 
ig at hand but means my be taken to cut us off from that relief. 

Should any man be found inattentive to his duty, punishment ensues; 
For on this night, oux fame, our honor end every thing that is noar | 
& deay depenis.--be therefore Cautious and brave--" (224) For the \ 
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223, IHC, IX, Harzicon's Messages and letters, ed. Logan Esarey, p. 108 


22h, IAC, XV, Fort Woyne Gateway of the West, Garrison Orderly Books, 
ed. Bort J. G¥iuwold, pp. a 1-2. 


- 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= coxk eayad trot brewed gatomevba egw sort « 


4 odt svi (159)..*--eveng 


| to JolLew est xod nveciewlor COT Yo ysod.A 
eye $8 067 no Estenox) otenmid Snoyed-on. oF: 
gots rertotal cevooon mouteeat A waa oO emma 


i son bb "Utei go,d wohaw Seemuibateh dalsivl eft) ¢ 
| =nede wer eyole oft tedic aud erik Ok moiety t . 
cv Sten a eh a a ‘been 
f axathal gatpetoed elt of swogyse Sone Matt ew wei Mel: 
| oud gtatior pathatad of Sgmoug co need sosteteR oa bed xo 
cide ew enokarvonr iw betiqque ifew pated avokwneg id 
ecabial ect qi eben addette on: 
fort Laoksinw UKtes cay eens Swit $e aokteuthe eh | 
Retigtidug aed chytged .€ xedmetqe® oD Sf weduetqged of qf: 
Hamad et ys cent Uitwecce 8. sthype: yRabien ve 
"| Yabsona ytoog aif de ed Litv ane yee segta ati? wok & 
| Dobler cect mont io i 4am. 08 sat. women: du: 
; {aowene Serpwrls Lay Wiad abd Of ewbtmnttans : SIC 
. ons hfs a eRe em ea ee 


a 
} 

‘ 

! 

} 

\ 
a 
4 


following twenty-seven daya no entry waa placed in the Orderly Book. 


| fhe noxt morning, despite his dramatic crder, Captain Buea, inwardly 


————————— 
a 


| dishcartened and apprehensive of the doom of the garrison and its 

occupants, took to drink to bolster his despairing nature. 

) Qa the same day the chicfs again approached the fort with a flag | 
of trvce, and being asked whether thoy wished war or peace, Winemac 
replied, "You know that Mackinaw is taken, Detroit is in the hands of | 
the Dxitish, and Caicago has fallen; and you met expect to fall next, 


ani that in a short time! Inmmdiately", Lt. Curtis continues, “our. 


: 
great captain invited the savage rascal over to his headquarters and | 
after avinking three glaseses of wins with him xose from his seat and | 
observed: ‘My good friend, I love you; I will fight for you; I will 
aie by your side. You mist eave mue!% and then gave hima half dollay | 


as a token of friendship, inviting him at the same tims to coms and 


Winamic failed to accept the Captain's invitation to breakfast, 
but instead sent five warriors who secveted themselves behind a small 


breakfast with him the next morning.” (225) 
| 
| 

building and shot two members of the garrison. Fyrom then on the siege | 

| 


| 
| | 
became active. That night the indians made a general attack, but were | 
} 
dyiven off by the four howitzers of the fort. Almost continuous firing | 
vas kept up day ani night until September 10; several tines the buildings 
| 
‘ 


| 

| 

| 

225. Curtis to Kingsbury, Sept. 2l, 1812, Kingsbury Yapers, Cnicago 
Historical Society Library. i 
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were set on fire by flaming arrows, but the vigilance of the garvison 


prevented a conflagration. 


During this tims, Captain Rica contimed "drunk ag a fool, and 


2 


perfectly incapable of exercising vationality on any eubject whatso- 


ever, but was constantly abusing and 4lltreating everyone that came 


in his presence. fho disorder and confusion he created among the mon 


was one of the greatost dangors of the siego. At ons tina Licsutenants 


> 


Curtis and Oatranderx considered placing him undor arrest in order to 


silence his clamor. ‘Ths captain would frequently talk of surrendering 


paar aeaenwnanaveas Gane 


: 
| 
1 
| 
: 
| 
a 
4f the Indian attacks crew stronger and particularly 4f they or tho | 
! 
Pritish would bring up the cannon they had captured at Chicago. When 
Captain Rhea was told by Lt. Ostyandex that tho largest piece at Chicago 
| 
vas a three-pounder and that the first person in the garrison who should 
offer to surrender at the approach of no heavier piece than a throo- 
pounder should instantly be shot, ho reminod silent on tho subject. 
Meanwhile, instead of waiting et Piqua fox the arrival of General 
James Winchestex, who had been assigned to the command of tho north- 


westerm army, Harrison issued ths following call: 


cients ener OA EE OT DTT A AIT 


ee 
ni ent am tenne a 


Mounted Volunteers! I requested you, in my late address to ren= | 
dezvous at Dayton on the 15th instant. I have now a more pressing | 
call for your services! Tho British and Indians have invaded our | 
- country and axe now besieging (perhaps have taken) Fort Wayne. 
Evory fyient to his country, who te able to do so, will join mo i 
@s soon es possible, well mounted, with a good rifle and twenty =| 
or thixty days provisions. (227) | 


——— 
Enel 


NS 


226. Ibid. 


027. IHC, IX, Harrison's Messages and Letters, ed. Logan Eearay, p- 131 
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Although Harrison was eager to press forward, the army was de- 


tained at Pigua for lack of flints and did not move until Septenber 6. 


ne 


Tro deya later it roachod Girty's Tow, now St. Mary's, Ohio. Ry that 


timo tho army mumberod 2,200 men, and the scouts sent cut by the Ind- 


sana returned to their camp with the roport that “Kontuck is coming | 


| gg numerous as tho trees." (223) : 
At Toxt Wayne comparative calm had set in, according to Lt. curtis! 


account. "“Aftex the 10th we restod in tvanguility, but could see large \! 


| 
| bodles of Indians between that time end the 12th rum/ing in great; | 


haste across the prairies and mny without arms. (229) cm the night | 
i} 


of the 11th, while still seventoon miles fron Fort Wayne, Harrison wrote 


to tho Secrotary of War that ho fully expected a mor engagement the 
following day. The Indians vere prepared to give battle at a swamp | 
| five miles goutheast of the fort, but finding Yarrison's army too | 
stwong to attack, they kindled extensive fires to create the impression | 
within the fort that a battle had occurred. They hoped thereby to | 


draw the troops out of the fort, but this final Fuse failed, and the 


| 
Injians withdrew, some only a few minutes before the arrival of 
Harrison's advance guard. 

Tho arrival of the army around tures o'clock that afternoon was | 
an occasion of great joy to the troops and people who had taken refuge | 


within the fort. Harrison's men encamped outside the walls of the | 


222, Robor't McAfee, History of the Inte Wor, pe 123. 
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229. Lt. Cubbis to Col. Kingsbury, Sept. 21, 1812, Kingsbury Papers, 
Chicago Historical Society Library. 
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fort, where, McAfee rolates, "a fow days previous there had been & | 
| 
handsome little villaze; tut it was now in ruins." (230) The govern- | 


mnt factory had been burned by the Inafans as well as the large councd } 
| 
Be ti Captain Wells’ farm had been overrun and laid waste, while all | 
! 
the outlying homes were destroyed. The corn which had boen cultivated | 


by the villegers was noarly all gone and tho reminder served as 


Fort Woyne was described by McAfee ass 


Pelichtfully situated on an eminence on the south bani of tho | 

Miami of the Lake /ibunee rivox/ inmediately below the formation 

that giver by the Junction of the St. Marys with the St. TOSCDUGee « 
It is well constructed of block houses and picketting, but could | 
not rosist a Dritich force, as there are geveral eminences on 
the south side, from which it could be commanded by a six or nines | 
pounder. (231) | 


forage for Harrison's cavalry. | 
| 
) 
i 


| 


After rvoferxing to the proximity of the Wabash rivor to that of the 


St. Mary's, Mchfee added, ", canal at some future day will mite these 


yivers end thus render a town at Fort Weyne, as formerly, the most cone | | 


sidered’ a9 a mijor setback to the commmity. McAfee {ndicated this 


eidexeble place in all that country." (232) 


From a military viewpoint, Fort Wayne had successfully withstood 


2a ee 


tho siege, but the destruction of the villege and trade mst be con- 


os reeves 
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220. Robert McAfeo, History of the Iate War, p. 126. 
231. 4a, pe 127, 
232, Ibid, pe. 127. 
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: even though he forssaw a more promising future. As late es 1€2l, 
| Thome toas wrote after visiting Foxt Wayne, "The village before | 
| ¢ho late war vas mich larger than at present." (223) Many of the | 
familics who loft Fort Wayne in 1812 nover returned. | 
: Qo the day following Harrison's ervival, detachments, using Fort 
Mayne as thoix base of operations, commenced the destruction of the | 
Indian villages of tho entize vegion. Tho mon who Fomined at Fort 
Wayne proceeded to remove all the underbrush surrounding the fort. q 
The lend was cleared on both sides of each Fiver for a mile in every, 


direction. 


After arranging his camp, Tarrison summoned the officers and agent | 
of the fort and there, from Lieutenants Curtis and Ostrander, with 
Tenjamin Stickney 4s 4 corroborative witness, heard the charges pre- 


| a careful sonsidexation of the charges, Hayrison was in favor of heving 


ferred against Captain Riea. hoa wes placed under arrest and after 
| 


him brought bofore a court martial. However, on account of his age 
and hig having a young family, Rica was allowed to resign. He was 
given antit Decembex 20 to return home, at which time his pay and 
emlumonts ceased. 

On Septonbor 18, Genoval James Winchester arrived at Fort Wayne 


to tale commnd of the army. It was only after the troops had been 


a eenerend 
— —————— 


| promised that Harrison would goon be re-appointed commnderF that they | 
| : 


: 033, ‘Indiana as Seon by Farly Tyavelers, ed. Harlow Lindley, p. 243. | 
| . 
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consented to march toward Detroit under Winchester. 


expedition because of the temporary armistice. find the force under 


Goneral Winchester chose to follow the usual route to Detroit by | 
moving down the north bank of the Mnume. Tho American aruy loft | 
Fort Wayne on September 22. Meanwhile unaware that the cleze of Fort | 
Wayne had beon lifted, the British couznder at Detroit, Colonel pecoes., 
@ispatched two hundred Ivitich rogulars under Major Muir tozether with | 
a thousand Indians undex Captain Plliot to ercist in taking Fort Wayne. 


| 
Having brought their beggage and artillery up the Maumse as far as . 


if 


Fort Defiance, the British discovered the approach of Winchester's ; | 
givongey aruy. A hasty retreat on the part of the British followed. 
Thoit cannon and heavy ~gulpaent wero throw into the river. 


As pointed out proviouely, the British had delayed sending this 


Major Muiz zeached Fort Wayne before Harrison's omy, It is likely that 
tho fcoxt would have fallen, which would have Yomlered the rocapture of 
Dotvoit mich mre difficult. Cenerval Brock in writing to his euperior, 
Six George Provost,expressed the bolic? that Fort Wayne would surely | 
fall to Major Muiy and added, "Mo Indians wero likewise looking to us | 
for assistance. They heard of the Armistice with every mark of jeal- 
ousy, ani bad we vefuced Joining them in the expedition it is imposs- 


| 

| 

| 

ible to calculate the consequences." (234) That the Exittish troops | 


vere prepared to batter down the palisades of Fort Wayne is shown 


234, Matjor Brock to Six George Prevost, Sept. 18, 1812, Michigan 
Historical Collections, XV, P- Oe 
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by tho official yepoxrt of bhjor Moix to Colonel Proctor. Some of 
his officers endeavored to induce Major Maiz to hold his position at 
ofiancs and use thoiy cennon to prevent the advance of Winchestor's 
tuoops. "I told them", iajor Muir wrote, “s.9¢ the guns were brougat 
fox the purposes of battering Port Wayne, but would not ansver to 
ficht in the woods." (235) Colonel Proctor, in turn explaining the 
movexent to General Byods, wrote, "Ihe dolay occasioned by the arm- 
fatice prevented the attatmment of the object of cur expedition, which 
was the destxuction of Fort Wayne. "(236) 

After the aeparturte of Captain Ihea, Lt. Philip Ostrander vas 
left in temporary charge of Fort Wayne fox a period of nine weeks. 
Duxing Cotobor, Ostrander reported teak over half the garrison was 
sick. For these men thers was no medicine, While all ths cen wore 
destitute of clothing oad blankets. Concezming the Inciacn Lemos, 
tha gituation had imporved, but the canger fron attack had not passods 
Lt. Cstwanier issued 4 stern warning to his men not to Leave the fort 
without pormission. 

Ubra that the Indians were again collecting around Fort Wayne 
snduced Harrison to send Colcnel Allen Trimble and five hundred 
mounted volunteers to the fort. A battalion of Ohio infantixzy was also 


235, Major Muir to Colonel Proctor, Sept. 29, 1212, iichigan Tis 
tovical Collections, XV, D. 93- 


236, Colonel Proctor to General Brock, Oct. 5, 1812, Michigan His~ 
torical Collectiocus, AV, pe oye 
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Sent to Fort Weyne with much neoded provisions. ‘thile at Fort Voyne | 


H | 
| ¢his Group collected firewood since the garrison vas unable to do eo | 
with tho hoatilo Indiens inurising in the voods. | 

On Rovernbor 22, 1312, Captain Iugh Mbore arrived at Tort Wayne | 


to tao command of the post. Little is known about Captain hore. Ie 


| 

| 
boa beon with Eorrison fraa the outbreak of the war, At Fort Wayno he i 

| 

| sorved as commmnier until the sums of 1013 vnen he was eucceoded by i 
H | 
Yhjor dozeph Jenkinson. Captain Mbore’s firet oxder was the appointe 


ment of Antoine Bondie ea issuing agent at the post. This was ob- -; | 


| 
| 
mnt was all but ruined. Later Bondie was also appointed captain of | 


the scouts which wore sent out occasionally from tha fort. 


| 
| 
| 
Qn April 23, 1813, Captain Moore issued on order placing Lt. | 
Philip Catrandor under errest and prohibiting any monber of the 
oueetocn fom communicating with the younger officer. It. Ostrander | 
waa never brouzht bofore a military court, but died on July 15, 1813, 
whilo etill imprisoned. There is no reason given for the arrest 
in the orderly book, other than the statement, "circumetances have \ 
transpired within thie garrison of a most deatructive, injurious end 
gonzerous nature to the service.” (237) Brice in his short history of 
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upon a flock of birds paszing over the fort, had been voprimanded by 


| 

| 

| 

2 

| Captain Bay /thea/, and because of his refusal to be tried by court~- 

maxtial, was confined in a emall room in the garrison, where he sub- 

. soquently diced.” (238 

: Tis account is rendered impossible from the fact that Ostrander 
acted @s commnidant from the tim of Rneats departure in disgrace, | 
until the arvival of Captain Moore. As late as January 3s 1813, ) 
It. Ostvoniex vas a moubex of a court mytial, which found Alexandey; | 

Scott guilty of contemptous conduct to one of the officors, possibly 

Ostxander himself. Aftor that date his name does not eppear in the 

yocord until April 27, 1813, the day prior to his arrest, when the | 

gane Alexandox Scott was tried end acquitted on a charge of traducing | 

Lt. Ostrandor's character. (239) In what minner Scott eupposedly | | 

slaniored Lt. Ostrander 49 not otated in the proceedings of the trial; | 

howover, it is possible to surmise that there was cals connection be- | 

tyeon the charge and It. Ostrandcr's arrest the following day. 

During the yoar 1513, Fort Wayne became the natural center for | 
wappiier used by the American ermics operating in northexn Chio and 
eastorn Michigan. In May of that year, Harrison addressed the Socrstary 
of War, saying: 
re ee 


{238) VWellace Bice, History of Fort Wayne, p. 134. 
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(239) IAS, XV, Fort Wayne Gatewa: of the Wost, Garrison Orderly Books, | 
ed. Bort J. Griswold, DDpe pul and 509. 
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"T am poxsnaded that a domenetration in the direction of Tort 
Wayne by a body of mounted men would be attended by very happy | 
effertts. Iam not entively at easo on the subdjoct oF tho earxisong 
4n that dixection. Tae enomy, if thoy understood thelr businoss ! 
will cevtainiy mike an attompt to carry some of our weak posts | 
whore we have lerce doposita...I have alwmys beon partial to the \ 
assembling a body of Troops in the Vicinity of Tort Wayne. It | 
4g in tho imoodiate line of commmication betvoon the indians of | 
tho Wabash, Illinois, Miesiesippi, and the South ani Woot sides 
of Inke Michigan and Milden.” (240) | 

' | 


Following this logic, Harrison ordered Colonel Richard M, Jolmson 
i 
to proceed to Fort Wayne and from thence to scour the northvestexn | 
frontioxvs. After a difficult journey évex the swollen St. Mary's river | 


and floodea countryside, Johnson's mn reached Fort Wayne on Juno y 


Grim excitement greoted their arvival. Ono of the ton flatboats 


bringing provisions %o Fort Wayne had struck on a bax within sight 


of the foxt. Defore help could arrive, the three crewmen were killed 


by Indians lurking near the fort. dohnson's cavalry pursued the red 
men, but nightfall and rain enied theiz endeavor. 

Ieaving thoir heavy baggage at Fort Wayne, the regiment mved 
across the St. Mary's and established their camp in the present Spy | 
Run district of Fort Wayne. Aftex a day's rest, Jolmson's men bogan | 
a march tvo hundred miles in the region to the northwest of Fort Wayne. : 
Thoy roturned to the fort on June 1s, The result of this excursion : 
was important, fox never before had this land been traversed by such 
@ large body of white men. The knowledge gained at this tins, eu 
with the informtion published Ly Capt. McAfee, played a significant | 
part in tho dovelopmont of the northwestern part of Indiana. | 
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After spending a fow days at Fort Wayne, Johnson's Yeginont pro- : 
cacdod down the IKhumee to join Harrison's ermy, and aid in the Frecap- | 
ture of Detroit. On October 5, 1813, the British and Indian forces | 
were youted at the battle of the Thamss by the Amrican army under | 
Toxvison. Tocumsch was killed in tho battle, and in effect, tho Inatan 
powor was broken forever in the old Northvest. This battle, following 
closely upon Perry's victory on lake Erie, brought the way to an un- 
official closa in this regicn. 
2 Tho dangex of Indien hostilities at Fort Wayne was never again ; | 
critical, but the safety of the people about the fort was still menaced | 
by occasional attacks. Such a one occurved late in 1813, when IH jor 
Joseph Uenkinson arrived to succeed Captain Hugh Moore as commndor : 
of Fort Wayne. On the march Zrom Newport, Kentucky, three companies | 
of militia which accompanied Major Jenkinson found it convenient, | 
in the latter part of theix journey, to convey theix supplies by : 
flatboats on the St. Mory's river. Ata eneaxp bend in the stream about | 
a milo from the fort, the Iniians aubushed the last of the boats and 
Killed the men who were guiding it. 
Ma jor Jenkinson’ s poriod of service at Fort Wayne was brief. His | 
family asa not accompany him to the post, and after six months he chose | 


| 
to roturn to Kentucky where he was appointed adjutant of the state 


gtationed at Fort Wayne, throvs some light on tho attitude of the 


militia. The only existent lotter of Mbjor Jenkinson while he was 


local Fvench people toward slavery. The mjor, writing to hie wife, | 


compiainsd that some of the French mon living near Fort Wayne had | 
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| thoroughly “corruptea Ephraim {tho mjor's slave] by thoiy ideas"; 
go mich eo that it wae necessary “to cool tho fellow off, by two very 
| hard whippings.” (241) | 
| Tn May, 1014, the commnd of Fort Wayne was given to Majox John 
| Whistler of the First United States Infantry. Major Whistler was not | 
a stranger to Fort Wayne. As a lieutenant he had accompanied Wayne on | 
| his western campaign, and was heve to assist in the building of tho 
original fort. He romined as a special officer to oversee the main- 


' 


tenance of the forta of the suxrounding region. later, his wife joined | 

\ 
hin et Fort Wayne, and it was here that their son, George Washington ; 
Watatler was born in 1800. (242) Following Major John Whistler's i 


early service at Fort Wayne, ho was transferred to Detroit, and from | 


commandant. 


i\ 

thence to Chicago, where he built Fort Dearborn and became its first | 
| 

| 


Major Whistler was chronically in debt. In fact, his financial 


outlook was almost hopeless. With a salary, as a captain, of $40.00 


| 
a month, he had a family of fifteen childyoen to maintain, To make : 
i 
} 
mittera worse, the vicits of the government paymester were highly 


 4yxogulex. On one occasion, ho wrote to a creditor that he had re- i 


241. Major Jenirinson to Mrs. Jenkinson, Maxch 1h, 1814, Fort Wayne 
Public Library. | 


oho, George Washington Whistler rose to fame in the topocraphical 1 
service of the government. Hie death occurred in Russia in 
1549, while he was esupexintending the conetruction of the St. I 
Petersburg to bhbscow xailroad. Eis son, James Abbott McNeil li 
Whistle, became one of the most famous artists. 
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| ceived no pay in a poricd of Soe than tyo years. "I hope you will not 
| think I complain against ry covernment for detaining ny pay, "he added, | 
"No, but necessity forces me to mke the real statement to satisfy ny 

| oreattor." (223) It is distinctly to Major Whistler's credit that 

| even in the act of pressing for payuont his creditors froguently paused 
| to expitess confidence in his honesty and sympathy for his lot. 

| The year 1814, which marked the return of the Whistler family 
aiso muks the vo-establisunent of family life in and about Fort Wayne. 
While the Meloch and Peltier familios remained at Foxt Wayne throughs 
cut tho war, tho other Fort Wayne families had taken refuge mainly in 
the more settled areas along the Ohio xivor. Somg of the families 
never did return, bub among those who did was the louis Dourie family. 


Bourie ag carly as 1706 mintainea a profitable entoxprise at the port- 


ee Sessa SS SS a ooo 


age by keeping pack-horses and a wavehouse for the deposit and trans- 


portation of meychandise and poltries. During the war, he moved to 


Detroit with his wife and two childxen. ‘Soon oftex his roturn to 
Fort Wayne in 1814, Bourie was given a contract to provide bread for 


the coldiexs, and in 1015, he built a bakery at the corner of tho 


a 6 ee anes ee 


4 


present Clinton ani Coluubia streets. A shoxt time later he establishe 


i 
i 
i 


@ goneral store and erected a log residenco adjoining the building. 


George Hunt, who had served as a sutler prior to the war, also 


rotuened to Fort Wayne in 1814, He was tho con of Colonol Toomas Hunt, 
Sa sD 
| eh3. 2M M Quaife, (Detroit Biographies: Jolin Whistler", Buxton His- 
torical Collection Leaflet, V (1926) p. 4. 
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a cer ds 
the third commnder et Fort Wayne. With George Hunt cam his younger | 
brother, John Elliot Munt. 

It. Daniel Curtis, to whom we are indebted for the best account 
of tho sioge,wag still connectoda with the post in 1814. Other rea- 
4aenta of the fort in that year included Benjamin Stickmoy, who re- 
mained as Indian agent; Bonjarin Berry Kercheval and Pater Oliver, 
clorks of the agent; Charles Peltier a fux trader; Jonn P. Hedges, 
tho had first visited the fort in 1012 and wo was now stationed at 
the fort as a storekeoper; Dr. Daniel Smith, tho post surgeon; Robert 
Forsythe, who leter bécame a paymaster in tho United States army; and 
a French blacksmith, Ionisancau, who hed a governuent appointment to 
do vork fox the troops ag woll az tho Indians about tho fort. 

One of the new errivals at Fort Wayne at this time was William 


ttenficla. Suttenfield had fixst visited Fort Wayne tn 1011, at 
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which tim he was in Colonel John Johnston's employ, being in charge ) 
of a pack train hauling military and Indian stores fyom Pigua, Chio, | 
to the fort, In 1814, he brought his wife, formerly Taura Tsylor, and | 
hia infant con, William F. Suttenfield, to Fort Wayne by way of the 

St. Mary's rivor, the route used most frequently by travelers from 
southwestern Chio. Suttenfiold was for mny months after his arrival 
employed in bringing provisions to the fort from Piqua and other points. | 
He was shoxt, slender, and very active and agile. For those reasons 


| 

he boasted that the Indians could not catch hin while ho was bringing | 

4n suppliss. Soon after thoir arrival, the Suttenfields built a log | 
| 


houge outside the fort. This was the first hone erected beyond the } 
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protecting walle of the foxt, following the slegs. It stood noar the 
viver to the gouth of the fort. 

Mya. Lauva Suttenficld livod until 1886. Before her death, she 
left an impressive description of a hin of July celebration in 1014. 
Tne isolation and guiolbude of Fort Wayne in that year is suggested by 
her account: 


The fort at that time contained sixty men of tho reguler arny, 
all ratriotic and anxicus to celebrate one day in the yoar. 
Thoy made taxee green powexa, 100 fcat from ir: pickets of the 
fort...one bower for the dinner table, one for the cooks and 
one for the meic. iajox Wuistler had wo German cooks and Shey. 
propared ine dinmner...Oux dimer consisted of one tine turkey, 
@ side of venison, poiled ham, vegovabies in abundance, cran= 
berries end gxeen curyents. As ior dessert, we had none. Legs 
were not known here vox thxee yeaa ixom that tias. ‘hore wore 
but three bottles of wine sent here trom Cincinnati; but one was 
mide use of. ‘tien the¥e were a iew toasts, and, alter threo 
puns and music, they went into the fort and the ladies changed 
thoeix dresses. ‘then ijor Waisticr cailed for the music, wuich 
consisted of one bass Grum, two small ones, one fits, violin and 
flute. Tbore was a lovg gallevy in the fort; the msiciangs took 
theizy seats thore...A french four psesed off very well for an 
hour. Then the gates of the isré were closed at sundown, which 
gave it a gloomy appearance. Ro children, no younger¥ porsons 
fox amisemont, all retixed to their Yooms. All was quiot and 
still. The sentinel on his lonsly round would give us tho hour 
of the night. In the mrning we were aroused by tho beating of 
the reveille. (244) 


‘The ive of these xesidents of Fort Wayne in 1814 were never 
without some fesx of possible attack from the Indians, even though 
the danger had diminished. That Major Whistler expected just such 
an attack is evident by his letter of July 1 to Brigadier Genoral 


Duncan McArthur, in which he asked for additional men o¥ permission 


ee 


oly, Fort Wayne TMmes, Oct. 17, 1669, Fort Wayne Public Library. 
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| to xeconstruct the fort. Said he: “The Indians chow a bad aleposition 
to attend the Troaty /This treaty was hold at Greenville/,,.I have 
Received en Account from Me. Johnston that the Potavatomies and Taways | 
| and the Other Indians Bordering on Iake Michigan are intending to Join 
| tho British and Take Detroit, Malden and thie Place this Moon." (245) 
| The conduct of Chief Richardville had been especially annoying to 
Major Whistler. At the outbreak of the wax, Richardville hurriedly i 
gathered his effects and fled with his family to the British lines and 
there xomained, without taking an active part in the trouble, until ; 
1814, when he returned to his home six miles east of Fort Wayne, Major | 
Whistler invited him to a conference. He responded, but he appoared | | 
reluctant to attend the conforence at Greenville. Finally he cams, | 
dn company with Catef Chondonnai, a participant in the Fort Dearborn 
massacre, and placed his signature to the treaty. 
“In May, 1815, Majox Whistler again informed General McArthur of 
his intention to vebuild the fort, provided he could receive per- | 


i! 
| 
of 1815, Major Whistler directed the construction of the new fort to | 
I 
take the place of the one erected by the troops of Colonsl Hunt fifteen | 

i 

j 


years before. Tis it fell to the lot of the builder of the first Fort | 
i 


r 


245. Major Whistler to General McArthur, July l, 1814, Burton His- 
toxvical Collection. . | 
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the troops were destinod to remain in this fort only four more years, 
parts of it reminod standing until 1352, and for a long tims after the 
garrison evacuated it, the fort served the government agencies and 
somo of tho citizens as a useful shelter. 

The best source of informtion in regard to this last fort is 
4n the record of John W. Dawson, who, in 1853, gathered informtion 
from the carly settlers and wrote 6 series of articles for the local | 
paper. (216) According to Davson, the fort enclosed an area about | | 
150 feet square. The pickots were ten feet high, end est in the ground, 
with block houses at the southeast and northvest corners, which were i 
two stories high. The second floor projected and formed a bastion in | 
each blockhouse where the guns vere rigged; that on tho southeast cor- | 
ner commnding the south and east sides of the fort, and that on the | | 
northwest corner, the north and vest sides. The officers’ quarters, | 
commissary department and other buildings located on different sides | 
formed part of the walls, and in the conter gtood the liberty pole 


from which the flag flew. ; | 

fhe plaza, in the enclosure was emooth and gravelly. ‘The roofs | 
| 
i 


tect the men in putting it out. The rainwater was carried along by 


wooden troughs, just below the surface of the ground te the flagstaff, 


246. Foxt Wayne Tims, April 7 to April 15, 1858, Fort Wayne Publi 
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Davson believed that when Major Whistler rebuilt the fort, he did | 


not include all of the ground covered by the fort built under Colonel | 
Innt's Givection. This conviction is substantiated by the fact that : 
before building the new fort, Whistler expressed the opinion that the 
old fort was too lavze for the mmbor of troops he had to defend it. (oh7] 


Weiting to General McArthur on Octobor 17, 1815, Major Whistler 


if 
{ 
i 
a 
i 
i 


reported that the now fort was almost completed. Only one section of | 
| 


i 
i 


the old fort noeded to be taken down and replaced by the new. Whistler 


expressed the belief that the new fort was the most eubstantial in the | 


i | 


West. "The pickets", ho wrote, "were 123 feet long and were put in 
i 


sets of six, with a cross-piece two feet from the top, set in eni epiked, 


- major added that ho was anxious to complete the work as he expected 


difficulties with the Indians, who declared their intention to continue 


the war against the United States. Benjamin Stickney, also writing 


from FYort Wayne, expreased the came belief. (249) | 


However, the threatened cutbreak of the Indians did not rmatere | 
f4alize. British intrigue had come to an end, and the Yed men lacked | 
another leadey as capeble as Tecumseh. Many Indians continued to con- | 
gxegate at Fort Wayne in the years following the War of 1812. They cane 


for xeasons of trade or to receive their annuities or possibly from a 


oh7. Whistler to McArthur, July 1, 1814, Buxton Historitel Collection. 
oh8, Whistler to McArthur, October 17, 1815, Burton Cistorical Collectias 
6 \! 


249. Stickney to Secretary of War, April 30, 1815, Michigan Pioneer | 
Collection, XVI, Pp. a | 
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feeling of sympathy and attraction for the scenes of their old home 
and gathering place, but aside from some petty quarrels among them- 
selves, nothing war-like was svoer again mnifested in the relations 


of the Indians and whites at Fort Wayne. 
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EVACUATION GF TH® FORT AND TSS DVCREASED INDIAN TRADE , 
| 
After peace came finally with the end of the struggles of 1012-15, : 
the scone around the fort was one of rere beauty. The extensive cloar- i 
ing made by order of General Waynso in 179%, and again by General 
Hayvicon in 1812, was covered with waving grass. Circling this was | 
the green forest, pierced by throes gates through which flcwed the 
gleaming givers. Tho days of Indian warfare had cols to an end, the: 
day of white settlement in numbers was yet in anticipation. if 
The first yeax of peace, 1916, brought to the troops and the fow 
families at Fort Wayne a well founded Teeling of security end confor't. 
This fooling of security and comfort was not based upon the standard of 
today, for few could endure now in comfort the life typified by the 
tellow dip and open fire, the ox-cart and the pirogue. ‘The national 
governoment realized the permanent xyeturn of peace, and already had 
vomovea fyom the othor western posts tho troops stationcd thore for 


the protection of the pioneers. But the time had not yet arrived 


nc nen re oe eS A Cane nC 


when the Washington autho#ities considered 4t wise to xemove the 
military gar¥ison from Fort Wayno. The Indians still thronged hers 


in large numbers. Theix periods of gathering to receive their anmities 


yemainea for several vooks. 


| 
I 


Following the war, there wae no settlement nearer than St. Mary's 


brought hundreds to the little settlement and here, ofttines, they 
| 
| 
4n Ohio, and between Foxt Wayne ani Fort Dearborn (Chicago) only one | 


———— 
Tl ———S— 


38. ci : | 


t 


| 
| 


| 
1 


sv Mum eer Oo ou TY a A vn a 

Oe ire co SR, 
/ eQE-SEEE Ro eolgowete ect Yo tao writ iskw yttintt”é cnt sons eetta a 
| sBesto evtenohcs est aptood exer 20 ene sew duck edt BkwOSS eede Ore 
t Lexeaed Ed atege han ARTE ob eng Levened Yovwetne yt oban yak 
| ew atete pAtiowl .eamg patvew détw Begwvoo sew ,S00t nt oubwedit 


| th a he 
—— ee ee ee x 


| ult {Be HS OF; cingD Bat oxnteew methal to aysb edt Lexevix satmsaty |) | 
ssi ov; at sida ee aaa 
| Wel ali? Aah egoomt exit of ddywond BIBL eoser to thoy text? otf 
-Juctuaco bee yrtemwes to netlest febauot Liew a ecyel dxdt te botitadh 
| Xo Suatente ect sage Soand tox amw Suto bam yehwwebe to pattnc? ‘ahh ib P 
add WW betttayt otRE edd tuotmoo ak wor exuhey Bisod wet sot iyatod | i 
{canivag eff -suagERG odd fare deo-x0 ext yortt aeqo tas qth wolteh @ 
bet heat Seo yeckog Lo auMox Fanammeg e6y Koxtieox tremens hi 
To% eter? hawokiate sqoow eu? atecg amedsew nadie ef? mvt Sovomo King 
bevtens Soy fon bent eat? ent Jeff srseemnig ait to activators att | ie 
cit evamee ot eatw $2 borebtanco eentisadie entgatdadt wi? Beier 
| ered heguoss [itde analbal ed? org Feo moet mootwray : 
sotttnne sted) ov2oeey of gubuedieg Yo abotteq ‘hod? “woreda epee at 
sal atanatns camaalinaiamnn snus te Lon: 0507 > 0 

edo Letowes tot Bs 
a et se tt kl tit 
eee ot ee 


: ry 


+ 


eS ae 


— _— 
: 


a ae 


white mon, a fur tradoz named Joseph Bertrand, had ventured to ootablish| 


his abode near the site of the present city of South Deni, Indiana. 


| 

oi 

t11 1818, all of northern Indiana was considered Indian territory. 
wove¥, this was not true in central and southern Indiana where 

| 
| 


i} 
ever-increasing numbers of plonsers were ssttling. Aftex the end of | 
the Wor of 1812 and the Napoleonic conflicts, a commezycial depression | 

j 
hit the eastorn stetes, and mititudees sought new homes in tho West. 
i 
morchant with opportunities. This led to a rush of the people into the | 


new country beyond the mountains. The westward movement, in turn, gave 


Traffic over tho wivers showed a steady increaro over former years; | 


i 
} 
| 
en immediate demand for hicshvays of transportation. | | 
| 
and the Maumoe-Wabash portage once again bocame a busy pathway of comm | 


| 
exce. Citef Jean Baptiste Richavaville, who was granted a license to 
| 


trade at Fort Wayne in 1815, nearly monopolized the carrying-trade over | 
the portage. Though this profitable business, and by the sale of the 
land granted to him as chief of the Miamis in various treaties, Richard-/| | 
ville became the wealthiest Indian then living in American. In five | 
treaties he acquired over 44 sections of land end 831,800. It is known 
that he had $200,000 in silver alono at the time of his death in 1041. 

(250) The Miami chief established a place of business on the presont 


Columbia ctveet in Fort Wayne and aleo one of his reserves was on the 


i 

: 

| 

} 

Wabash river southwest of Fort Wayne. | 
i 

I} 


150. John Mpton Papors I, IHC XXIV ed. Nellie Robertson and Dorothy 
Riko¥, pe 49- 


“Mabtbuten of henutnor bed soshelass Ses 
lac samndipaieyanaaipuapainiadionan ry 
rt mt nt tt a 
| Ro bao oxi? tettA .pahtttes exew axesaolq to, s 7 
! actesenyeb Iatowemtoo @ ,etolTiace otacelogel ot cM 
dow edt at mnend wus Aone, melee tt lon Dae, aoe ae - octth 
sis ott to alan EH a detent wom 3 Mm ee, 
| orld ofat efqooq ed? Zo dauk # of bof, ali? -Boltinuiioguo métwy te 
| eva gameton ennPIne Mpmetnen, at seated aft baveed wetaNoe Ym 
| saottetvoysaend Yo eyeviptd wot famed ofetheamt Ae 
| tase rexel eve oneaunat ysote 2 heveds eveviwiads evo oPteee 
|, samage, eo, yeaah yard « asmood aleps eoao contnog, Aaedeli~ecenst edt, Seat TE . 
) of paanolt a Sytner aay ody yalitvbxedo i edebtuat cnet Toh some) 
sewn eboxtepatetry eft boxtLoconan yfxeea CIEE at aay Ici te ohaet a: 
cil? 20 ofan on? yh Sun penentam! eldedttows elét dygomd? sepedmog edt | 
fe besdogil spabtinnst: searuay at atenih. ed? 22, Sahin Oe ith .ot Aeteen Ans 
| oethat neoisaah at gatvit ses? cattat deetttipon edt enoved eLtEv 
| peor wt I REGED, 200, tant, 20, anche HE Sop Satannh 6 oetnanies 
4 WBE uk eo chi Be mais ext 0 eaDle varLte ah CONSE 5 , mE _ 
Sayer wit co anadiant Re. conte a, heat iistyn, Dotty, peal, 
ct st nn a 


== 


__ Barracks, in Louisienas in 1045. 
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In common with the people of the territory of Indiana, the citizens 
of Fort Wayne rejoiced in the transformation of the territory into 4 
state on April 29, 1816. At the time of the creation of the state of 
Indiana, 11 of northeastern Indiena was included in Knox county, of 
which Vincennes was the seat of government. In 1815, Rendolph county | 
was oxganized with Winchester as the county eoat. Fort Wayne was ine 
cluded in thie latter eubdivision. | 

The new governor, Jonathan Jennings, in his first meesauge to the 
Indtana lezislature, urged a prompt consideration of the establishment 
of internal improvements, and especially 4 cannl to connect the Maunse 
and Wabagsh--a waterway which would supplant the centuries--old portage | 
at Fort Wayne. Deepite the enthusiasm of many proponents of the canal, | 
the difficulties were many and work was not to begin on 1% for sixteon 
es | 

The westward movement cf the settlers brought about the transfer of 
Major Whistler from Fort Wayne to St. Louia in 1217. The government : 


suthoritics assigned to the commnd of Foxt Wayne, Major Josiah N. 


to be the final commandant of the post at the hoad of tho Maumee. (251) 


During a period of about three months, from February 15 to thy 31, 1£17; 


| 
before Major Vose assumed his now dutios, the garrison was under the. 


command of Firat Lieutenant Daniel Curtis, who had served with credit | 
| 
| 


| 


| 
25}. Major Vose was a native of Manchester, Now Hanonuire. He waa | 
ommissioned a captain in the twenty-firet infantry in 1012 and 
prom tod to rajor during tho war. Th ose, ne veceived the 


commission of colonel. His death eccurrod at New Orleans | 


— 


| 
| 
- 


————————————— oT / 


i 


© ofit YoFtised edt To colsmnotaansy ord! nt be | 
| Yo ovate of? 2o motes edt to enteiee eA dEbEe 
Xo «Wlawod xoal at BeicLont sew arstial vera sstssor 
Yume dglohael G82 at seoemmneven te tebe. wld be walk 
cit gov crys! dxcE .de0s ytavon edt ow wetvedomld sdtw. 
| Gt Of egensen tuxi? etd at LEBLANC eeddeady yeaawerdy Weer OE 
| dnontintidedse odd to mobtwrebtando tquotg. o Beritit exttafety 
| nein eft Four oF Lana o ylLeloorse dilnee scan Ont 
| enaduog Mo--sotuwaee wit vaslqqua higow gdotdw'¢ | 
| pina eshte winonsqoNy ‘Yue To mBOlauce Wty ee tghe or 
) monde ecm a nn 
ee ee Ve 
to rolamast on tuode tiysoxd axelstoa edd to sadnayncet aie 
/  Ptetmeven ott txdr at etuol .38 of eayell deol mvt xolsalin wogae 
r -M Snteck rela {ered duct 26! berets paietesnmbeiitie::: 
| sail ine iuomiged Rata w0ged Boitteky AINE ‘itt © 
: (ae) oreinit| WF 26 ond ot #0 fg a Yo ees 
| Lyuse XE YQ oF UL yrawrdoT moxt. nn a ee 
| end webew gan coatwund et? yooltub 


te a a ee 


PEE GR Cctist seen teh ON 


Pin et LA LLY ea AN 


SRA ALE LPM GERRI T ipsrntee to 


a ——————— — ——— ————————EE 


during the siege of 1812 and whose lively account of his experiences 
has been quoted. (252) | 

A stenificent chavacteristic of Mafor Yose was his strict ad- | 
herence to the observance of Sunday in a religious way. John Johnston, 


who Imey Major Yose well, said in a lettox written in 1859, that he was 


_the only commandant of the fort who publicly professed Christianity. } 


It wae his constant practice, according to Jolmston, to assemble his 
men on Sunday, read the Scriptures to them, andi talk vith them in a 
conversational manne# about velicion. Colonel Johnston adds, "Tho ? | 
conduct of such a man and unier such circumstences, can only bo apprec- 
feted by persons familiar with the allurements and temptations of mil- : 
itary life. (253) | 
With Major Vose came Dr. Trevitt, assigned to the post es eurgeon'a 
mate and Iieutenant James Clark. One of the first taske undertaken under 
Fa jor Vose's direction was the erection of a new council house to re- | 
place the one burned during the siege. It was a two-story structure, | 
which in later years was used as & school house and as a residence. | 
The garrison in 1817 consisted of fifty-six men. | 
On October 6, 1818, the Miami nation ceded to the United States | 
that part of theiz land to the south and southwest of Fort Wayne. 


Tis section of land lay between the Wabash near the mouth of the 


252. Supa y PDe 95-103. 


253, J. L. Williams, Historical Sketch of the Mirst Presbyterian Church, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, p. i2. fi 
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Racoon Creek and the St. Mary's river as far north as the portage at) =| 
Fort Vayne. The treaty was concluged at St. Mary*s, Ohio, with Cove ! 
ernor Jennings, Lewis Coss, end Benjamin Parke, serving as comminsionera 
of the United States and Chief Picharaville acting as principal syoken-_ 
min for the Miamis. This treaty, together with one concluded with the 
Wyaniots the previous year, gave to the United States complete owner- | 
ship of the territory south of the Maumee and Webesh rivers. Ths | 
7 
} 


the way was opened for travel ani settlement in Inilana ae fay north as | 


Vex : 


‘ccovding to the treaty of St. Mary's, many sections of land near 
J 


| 
} 
| 
I 
Fors Wayne vero reserved for individuals designated by the Miaemis. | 
Tiose individusls included the following: Chief Joan Paptiete Richard | 
; } 
ville, Josoph Richaraville (the chiez's con), Francie IaFonteine, the 
son of Goorge Hunt, Little Tittle Turtle, Jocette Beaubien, Eliza C. | 
Korcheval (deughter of Benjamin Kercheval, eub-agent at Fort Wayne) | 
John B. Bouric, Am Hackley (the cavghter of William Wells), and the 
childyvon of Yaria Christina DeRone and IaCros. A reeding of these 
names indicates the strong influence the early French traders had | 
acquired over tho Mamts by intormarriage. As mentioned in an oarlier | 
chapter, Richardvilie's father, Joeeph Droust de Richerville was a | 
Fronch trader. | 
The granting of individual reserves to the chiefs and other men | 
favored by the Indiana in the treaty of 1818 lea to a dangoxous innov- | 
ation in land ase Indien policy which later permitted She traders to | 


gvab the choice land aitos before the government attained control of st, 
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In the later treaties the Indian traders and agents combined thsir 


| 

¥esources to secure the best sections of land through the consent of | 
the Indians in payment of actual ox supposed cebta. | 
Tae year 1019 witnessed an important and sicnificant change at 
Fort Wayne, the doparture of tho troops ani the abandonment of the fort 
ag a military stronchold. ‘the formal evacuation took place on April =| 
19, 1019, in puxsurance of orders issued by the Secretary of War. The | 
treaty of St. Maxy's and the westward movement of the settlers had | 
carvicd the frontier beyond Fort Wayne. At the time of the departures 
of the tvoops, the garrison conatated of Major Vose, one post surgoon, | 
two captains, one first licutenant, five sergeants, four corporals, 


four micicians and soventy-five axtillerymen and privates--ninoty-s1ix 


| 
men in alle-in addition to a group of women and children. Major VYose | 
ani his men went directly to Detroit by way of the Maumse, in plrogusa. | 
They took from the fort its equipment of heavy armament, including one | 
gix and one twelve-pounder cannon. Fort Wayne was the last of the | 


Indien posts mintained by the government and had sexvved as an American 


outpost for more than a quarter of a contury. | 
It is not surprising that the nows of the evacuation cams as a | 
shock to the few families and the traders who had built their log 
houses just outside the fort. When the day of departure came, the i 
fow settlers who comprised the village felt a loneliness 4s their 
ponte of sccurity gave way for the moment to a realization of the 


coming days of isolation and pos@ible danger. in every direction 


} 
etxetched unbroken wilderness and while the Iné@ians had been subdued, : 
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| the abundance of whiskey given them by the traders made thom at tixes : | 


a 
ae 


ae re 


a monace to the safety of the villscs. | 

me fort buildings, vacated by the militery, now came uncer the | 
control of the civil authorities, represented by the Indian agent, H | 
Tonjamin Stickney. For a number of years theveafter the wooden Tort | 
with ite bastioned biocknouses, ‘officera’ quavters, and barrecke, i | 


houesd euch civil, eovernmental, and private enterprises ag the Indian | 
school. ioxeover, the opening of the barracks to the sotbtiexs not only | | 
/ HY 


\ 
mafic cafe and comfortable living quarters for those already located . | 
there, but induced other settlers to cuoose this immdiate region, | 


| 
| 


Tyvon at this pexicd, the shelto. of the stcckade prousht a feeling of | 
sccurity, and the fort was not without its convenient firearms and | | 
eupoiy of ammunition. Fox a consigevable period all put those of | | 
ctoutest heat cought refuge within its walls with the coming of dark- | 
ae , 
Although tue depression of 1819 in the Northwest checked the | 
tias of imnisration temporarily, tneve were sols travelers and home- : 


secke's who came to stamp their names upon the gmall settlemont, which 
continued to be known as Fort Wayne even after the evacuation of the 
troops. These settlers included James BDammett, who was with Harrison's | 
sa of relief in 1€12 an@ who returned in 1818 as a permanent resident 


| 
and trader; Paul Taber and his sons, Cyrus and Camel, and his daughter, 


i 

Iucy, all of whom cams 4n 1819; Francia Comparet, who came in 1819, and 
| 

who in 1820, tegether with Alexis Coquillard and Bonjamin 5. Kexchaval, | 
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established a post for the American Fur Company at Fort Wayne; Dr. 


William Turner, a former post suxgoon, who returned to Fort Wayne in 
1819 and later served for a short time as indian agent; and James Ave- 
line who with his family cams from Vincennes to Fort Wayne in January, 
1820. 

Among these early gettleza who found their way to Fort Wayne in 
1819, was Samel Hanna, pioneex trader, judges legislator, canal 
builder, rxailvoad enterpriser, and banke®. In mny respects, Samel1 
Hanna was to become Fort Wayne's most active citizen as the small 
commnity grew Iyom a mere village to a city during hie lifetime. 


Porn in Scott county, Kentucky, in October, 1797, and later moving 


to Dayton, Ohio, with his parents, he came to Fort Wayne from St. Mary" 


Ohio, whexe he had been engaged in supplying goods for the government 
duxing the Indian treaties of 1218. He was twenty-two years old whon 
he cama to Fort Wayne. Hanna built at once e tog house on the site 
which later became the northwest corner of Barr and columbia streets. 
Here, having formed a partnership with his brother-in-law, James 
Barnett, a trading post was opened. Many of theix goods which came 
from the east were purchased from Abbott Iawrence at Boston; ts 
shipments were mde by water to New York, thence up the eitien river 
ani across to Buffalo, and from there to Fort Wayne by way of lake 
Exie and the Maume. 

Upon the abandonment of the fort by the military, tho government 
sent Jams Riley, a civil enginesr, to Fort Wayne to survey the lands 


around the fort belonging to the United States, preparatory to the 


it 


j 
H 


e'yxdd .08 govt expel P2o% of emeo ext ataorng etd Atv yobin 


en | 
: Sits wc ok | 
* eh  ei 
Fear quotalatgel pophut, .webaut Wetaokg nana 
foume® —odooqeex yen al .suiand tan eonbegsit act, 
Livcie et? en coattto evidow Seon a! earyed Sut enenaech'h 
oRDeREE ets ssituad YEto. 0 oo epectty exeeis 
antves wevel has .T2TL ,wedoted st .ylomtanl ‘ygtanee | 


me 


2 a 


La we 


_ 
: 5 
aS 


Ste 
—— 


od 


2 * 
a <2% 
a n bs 
= ' 7 
S ) ie 1 . i ~e 2 
' - = — of 
a .. 
‘ a oe @ ~~ « Nh = 7 ‘ * 
» we ay ay ~~ = - 
_ 7 > ” 
— i — \ a a : f _ 
5 o = 4 
oe &. p Se. wy 7 
© Pay 7 
” ~ _ 5 —— - = _ 


a 


CmomaeKonen wet wo abooy patylaque at bepapem med Bal wf. erect ys 
foe Slo exey owl _yriewd saw ol, “SCSL 20 eoktaent notsat. ¢ 4 
ee PORN ae 3 eno @a tiied emnell eee ST of ame 9 
etoonsa abieut tain veel to secsoo deamitsan eth ended | 
sere® .wel-at-redsoxd pipe an 
Sate Hotdw atoog uledt To yal .beteqs gew deoy yates? im, 
ut {uoHeed Jo somerval 20d¢A moKt Denson wxow tone 
Herik cout ed qu woned? <axoY walt oF wed ow yl eBee o 
as Ne aU NO oF wad? Reet tee fot oF 


oe 


see 


2 


ey, Bh wal 
caiataits nian eVENPLL td Yh uc et to, 


: ee 
“ues aaa ee Re isk i ART ee RLY 146 


gale of a portion of the military reservation to the settlers. Riley 
wag a noted author of that day, having publiched in 1817 Riloy's 
Narrative, a 554 page book on his experiences 4n Afvica as a slave 
of the Ayabs. His prominence and tho fact that he was well know in 
Washington because he had spent several years there, lent weight to 
his yocommondations concerning the Fort Wayne lander. 

On November 24, 1819, Riley wrote a letter from Fort Wayne to B. 

Sanford, Esq., advising him that he hed concluded his surveys for the 


geacon but wanted: j 


eet examine for myself the practicality of so uniting the Wabash | 
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| 
: 
| 
: 
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‘ 
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with the Maumee as to render intercoures by watex between the Chio | 
yivor and Iake Exie save and easy thvough this channel...ihe little) 


Wabash yvises in an elevated swamp prairie six miles south of Fort 
Wayne, and joins the Wabash eishteen miles hence. Tous in hish 
gtages of water, a portage of only six miles carries mor chandise 
fron the lovel of tho Maumee into the navigable watere of ths 


Wabash (and vice versa)." (254) 

ese observations by Riley on the possibility of a canal wore 
supplemented in the sams letter by hie early impression of Fort Wayne 
as a future conter of population. He states to Mr. Sanford: 


fe country around Fort Wayne 4s very fertile. The situation is 
commanding and healthful...lsre will arvice a town of great in- 
portance, which mat becoma a depot of immense trade. ‘The fort 
4s now only a saall stockade; no troops are stationed here, and 
less than thirty dwelling houses occupied by French and American 
families from the wacle settlement. (255) 


Se map sk 


25:, Riley to Sanford, Nov. 24, 1819, quoted in Nley W. Willehire's 
Sequel to Riley's Tarvative, pp.» 401-404. 


255. Ibid, p. 403. 
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Riley added that the departure of the fort soldiers had left 


thie little band of residents extremely lonely, but he predicted that 


as coon ag tho lands wore opened for sale tho sottlexs would flock 


to this region. The people living at Fort Wayne at this times had no 
vicht to the land and were considered as "squatters" by tho governuont 
officials. | | 

Possibly the most interesting letter that James Riley wrote from : 
Fort Wayne was written near the close of the surveying scason in 1220. 


It was addvessed to Edward Tiffin, Surveyor General. Hiley had been 


tin the neiguborhood of Fort Wayne, when & snow storm forced him to 
aiscontinue his work temporarily. Taking advantage of his free time, 
Riloy came to Fort Wayno to witness the anmial distribution of the 


amnuities to the Indians gathered thore. After speaking highly of 


a sont 


the natural advantages of the sito of Fort Wayne, Riley urged that the 


—————— 


governmzent land be offered fox sale as soon as possible, saying: 


Thore azo now in its /Fort Wayne/ immediate vicinity, more then 
LO families of *Squatters' and traders, besides 4 eveat mumber 
of young mon each with his bundis or shop, of goods and trinkets; 
all of whom are depredating on tie public lands, for timber for 
their numberous buildings, for firewood, &c. &c.3 and as they 
have not interest in the soil, and little hope of being able 

to purchase the land when sold, a system of waste end destruction 
4s going on, and is apparently entered into by all. (256) 


—— 


Riley then added another reason why the lands should be sold. Ho 


wrote: 
There axe now assembled, as I should judge, at least one thousand 
persons from Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and New York, whose object 
49 stated to be that of trade with the Indians, in order to carry 
off com of theix specie, paid thom by the Government. They have | 


a | 
256. Riley to Tiffin, Nov. lk, 1820, quoted in T. B, Helm, History of | 
Wabash County, p. 7%. | 
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pee whiskoy in abundance, which they pretend to denoeit with | 

agent, until he ehall have finished his business with the Indiang, | 
bat yot contrive to deal out larse quantities from their denosits | 
in the woods, so that the savages are kopt contimally drunk, and | 


Re 4 eae! 


| pe MAES OPTS > * 


unfit for any Imsiness. EHorse-racing, drinkins, cambling, and 
o> every kind oY debauchery, extravagance and waste, are the order 
of the dav, and nicht tco; andi in my opinion, the esavares theme 
selves are the most christianized, and least savage, of the two 
Clageos now concresated here. Here the whites set examles to 
the Indians too ‘indelic ate to mention, anid that cannot fail to 
produce in theixy minds disgust for the Amrican character. (257) 


Riley concluded by esying: 


The only means that occurs to my mind, of aa 8 a this carcer of 


vice and immorality, is the spsedy survey and sale of the lanis 
frou the mouth of tho Maunse to this place; and from hence down 
and along the banks of the Wabash...Tius, a cordon of hardy and 


| 
i | 
| 
I | 
| 
i 


i 
i 


respectablo scttlers...would bo formed along the Maumee ond Wabash... 


At present, there is no somrity to him who locates himself on 
the public lands, nor do I wish there should be; beceuse every 


| aa 
Hj 
i H 
; ] 
7 4 


citizen ought to enjoy equal edvanteces. Tris place, if laid out | | 


&s a tom end cold by the government, wonld bring e larse cum of 


| 


toney. Tho St. Moxy's has been covered with boats, every freehet, | 


for several years past. This is a central epot, combining more 

natural advantazes to build up and support a tow of importance, 
es a place of dovosit and trade...than any point I have yet cscen 
4n the wostemm country. (253) 


This letter of Riley, which also contained a strong recommendation 


fox the careful survey of a canal route connecting the Wabash and the 
Maumse, became a part of the official records of the surveyor-general's 
office, and through this channel found its way into the congressional 


@edates concerning the Wabash and Erie canal. 


257. Ibid, pe Te. 
258. Ibid, p. 78. 


Hie 
Hf 


Hj 


tobno eis oxe 
soot aereves eet .agtaine —s a 
ows ete So ,ocevon desel Are a 
od apicunts 2te-anihee aah enell.. sexed het spy hr ees Go 
| oF {tet sonzeo sud to gobsrien. oF oavoort 
» CFS) ‘otorsudd atebvowh oof a0 éasoat® abais she at 


be yhtal to . 
o.efnOdeW fre samedi ed? pacta: 
no Tiewitt estecal otv mid oF wakes pgs 

Ter enveved rad i{ausls ored dulw I ob Bog 
| oo Stel sz eeoalg srt? .eenesuovbs { 
| $o wea epyal. Syntet Sivov .dremteven 
eectsorvt Ytevo ,weod tiv bexwsvoo need aad ay 
Mom Tttetdea efor Lovtmso 2 el attt, »fgag a2 
onneradamt to ovo? @ froqque hae qu bited oF ser 
mom Sy evad I Sxtoy gee aml.. <ebox?, Sas 
(tes) emer) | 
| sobdnboemeses growty'e bantetoco ouls dotdw ‘vou to uottet Ce | ae 
edt bes ceedet off yobvoennoo evduoz. Laas 8 %o yout Lites | ext > ae i 
2 


eS tatt To abmooe's rato to Fat » ecemcpsigeen | 


il; 
St 


~ f ; 7 a @ 
7 - - e 
= accent ee a a os 
7 =~ ‘oa ewan A oe 7 7 
7 , a Sa - - > 7 
- =~ ne ’ » - a 7 ? ~ 


ae 
me ¢ 


: f ig 


Cy ane cain eer tae 
ert a ee ee ae Shall 
Es prvitins a 


— — 
. 


ae mat fit sid otmemanin ema geovomn mm 


te aa er" 


a il il 


a 
| 


lest James Riley's severe arraignzent of the whito traders pre- 
sent during the time of the amuity payments sppeay unjuct, let us | 
compare it with tho opinion of Reverent. Jd. B. Fimoy, who visited 
| 
the villaso during the sams period in the previous ycar. He writes: 
This was an awful scene for a sober min to look unpon...men and 
wormn, raving maniacs, singing, dancing, fignting, stabbing and 
 $emhawiking one anothere--and thors were the rum-selliers watering 
theiz whiskey until it was not strong G05, and selling it for 
four dollars a gallon, their hired mon gathering up all the sizins 


end furs and theix silver brooches...and thei Guns, tomahawks end | 
blankets, till thoy were literally stripped naked, ans three or 


four were Killed...Tho reade¥ my seb what estimies he pleasos; 

oy call him by what namo; yov, i? there wore ever a create? LOLRDSY y | 

ox a meaner thief, or a dixrtior mrderer than these rum selleza, 

he is yot to be seen. (259) 

The lowa for preventing the 4ntxvoduction of alcoholic ayinks among 
tho Iniians, thoush very severe, wero 4noffectual. A person might 
have romined in the woods within five of six wiles of Foxt Wayne Zor 1 
® year without being discovered by any governmat agent. It was the | 
custom of the traders to being whiekey in kegs and hide it in the woods 
about half a mile from the fort, a short tims previous to the paying 
of the emmity, and when the Indians cam to the fort, to give inform | 
ation to such of the Indians who could be confided in that there was f 
whiskey to be had at those places. As secon as the Indians received i 


| 
theix money they would go off to the appointed places. | 
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Another reason that the Trade and Intercourse Act was go ineffect- 


nal at Fort Wayne was the fact that it was almst imposeiblo to bring 


any offender to tyial. The nearest court was at Winchester, Indiana, 


259.% Rev. J. B. Finney, Life Among the Indians, pe 34, | 
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eighty miles away. A few of the better traders of the region formed | 
| 
@ socisty to prohibit this illegal trade, but it soon dissolved when | 
| 
they found that their regulations could be inforced only by action i 
i 
I} 
of the courts. When John Hays, Indian agent at Fort Wayne reported i 
that all the traders were guilty of selling whiskoy to the Indians, \ 
ami asked fox special authority to deal with them as he saw fit, the | 
government officials veplied that they did not believe such authority } 
was necessary. No action was taken. uy t 
i 
But those comlitions at Fort Wayne provatled to a large extent . I 
only during the periodsiof the anmaity distributions. It is, of 
es ! | 
_4ntexest then, to quote the words of a min who mde a "betveon-tims” | 
visit to the villase. We find him in the person of Major Stephen H. | 
Long, a topographical engineer, who visited the village in 1023. : 
Wrote Major Lonz: eat | 
At Fort Wayne we made a stay of three days, and to a person visite | 
ing the Indien country for the first time, this place offers many | 
characteristic and gingular features. The villase is sxalle-it 
has grown under the sheltor of tho fort...Ths inhabitants are 
chiefly of Canadian origin, all mors of leas inbued with tae 
Indian blood. The confusion of tonsues, owing to the diversity 
of the Indian tribes waich gonerally collect nsay a fort, mke 
the traveler imine hinsolf in a xeal babel. (250) 
From the foxt, a cart track angled down to tho river bank end boat- 
1 | 
landing, the bustling center of the town's traffic in furs; and three I 


embryonic roads, boggy and stump filled, led respectively northeast to f 


260. William H. Keating (comp) Narrative of an Fxoodition to. the Source 
of St. Poter's BAver...10l3...umcer the command of Stephen Hd. io 
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Detroit, northwest to Fort Dearborn andi lake Michigan, and southueat to | | 


Fort Recovery, Ohio. Thomas Scattergood Teas, who visited tho villages 


fn 1€21, wrote: 


The settlement at this place consisted of about thirty log cabins 
and two tolerably decent fexym houses. The inhabitants are nearly 


all Irench-Caradians. The foxt stands at the lowor end of the 

villaze...tie barracks ere occupied by the Indian asent, the 

Baptist missionary and some private iamilies. (251) 

Tie Baptist missionary, of whom Teas epeaks, was the Reversnd 
Isaac McCoy who cams with his wife and seven children to Fort Wayne 
on ihy 15, 1020, and stayed for over two yesra at the fort. McCoy 
wished to go faxther into the Indian country, but as he states, 


"necessity not choice compelled us to consent to go to Fort Wayne." 


(262) Despite the predilection of soma of the Indiane for the Catholic | 


faith ag a xvesvit of long contacts with French traders and past re- 
membrances of the French Jesuits, McCoy e llected a fairly large 


number of Indian childyen for his school at Fort Wayne. (263) The 


authorities at Fort Wayne afforded McCoy every encouragemont, although 
the Indian agent, John Hays, later regretted the fact that he allowed 
MoCoy to use the harracks for housing the children. The forty half- 
civilized children vacing around his offices, nearly drove the agent 
to distraction, besides destroying a great deal of government property. 


eee rere 


261. "Journal of Thoms Scattergood Teas" sf Indiana as Seen by harly 


Travelers, ede Harlow Lindley, P- $3. 


22, Isaac McCoy, History of Baptist Indian Missions, D. 6. 
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Of the five instructors engzsed from time to tine to aid in tea 
4ng the Indians, nono ¥emained over a period of three months. The 


McCoys found the nocessities of life very dear at Fort Wayne; flour 


In the year 1821, the mission was saved from closing by receipt from | 


| 
| wag unobtainable only by long transporation and corn was also scarce 
| 


the United States Government of four hundred and fifty collars. Thi 
money was taken fyom a fund of ten thousand dollays appropriated by 
Congress for civilizing the Indians. Because of the steady demorali 


ation of tho Indians around Fort Wayne brought about by the traders’ 


4 


whiskey, McCoy decided to move his mission in 1022, <A new mission 
was established one hundred miles northwest of Port Wayne on the St. 


Joseph of Lake Michigan River. 


place in 1819 when Benjamin F. Stickney wae transfervei to a post on 


tho lowex Mawnee and Dy. Willian Taxner was named to succeed him 


Stickney had served for nine years, and during this time, like all 


agents, had made many onemics. General Duncan McArthur writing from 


Chillicothe, Ohio, as early ace larch, 1015, informed Secretary of War 


James Monroe, that Colonel Lewis, & Shawnee chief had placed before 
him sovere criticiema of Sticlmey’s mothods. "The Indians are gen- 
eyally displeased with Mr. Stickney as an agent,” added CGoneral 
McArthur, “end geveral of thom have requested m» to mike it ip-wn 


to the president ani solicit his yomoval. He is certainly not well 
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{4 
qualified to discharge the duties of an Indian agent." (254) | 
1 | 


Ag a federal Indian agent, Stickney was responsible “or the fate | 
of numyous whites end Indians. Among his duties at that tims were the H 
licensing of tradere and the sottlemnt of theiy claims and disputes 
with the tribes, onforcement of the intercourse regulations, dieburse- 
ment of annuities and gifts, tho expenditure of funds for improversnts, | 
and the punishment of urwuly Indians. Tactful handling of these prob- i 
loms and of numerous squabbles between the tvo races was an fnvaluable | 
factor in preventing bloodshed end preserving good Yelations. Stickney | 7 
yas inolinod to be too arrogant in dealing with the Indians, and at i 
times seomed to lack any humanitarian feeling toward those under hig 
CATO.s 

On April 20, 1818, consxesa passed an act which coneolidated the 
agencies of Fort Wayne and Piqua, end Join Johnston was appointed 
agent for the agency thus formed. In effect this left Stickney out 
of the servico, but as it wae imoseible for Johnston to take care of | 
the Fort Wayne agency as well as that of Piqua, Stickney Yemained at | 
Fort Wayne as sub-egent. | | 

Stickney contimed to serve under this arrangement through the | 
yoar 1818, though there appears to have developed a degree of friction 
botween the sub-agent ani hie superiors. Govexnox Lewis Cass of Mich- 
fans writing in January, 1819, to John Genoa. Secretary of War, 
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264. Duncan McArthur to James Monroe, March 16, 1815, McArthur Papere | 
Burton Historical Collection. 
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enid, “...cizcumstances have occurred at Fort Weyne which have had a | 
tomiency to injure the usefulness of Mr. Sticlmey there." (265) What | 
thes circumstances were wa do not Imow, other than @ supposition that 
Stickney might have mde many powerful enomles among the traders at 
Fort Wayne. Tate was quite likely due to the nature of the Indian : 


trade ni the power of the agont. lewis Caes was not one to disregard \ 


\ 
the complaints of the traders, 8s ho usually supported the large | | 
! 


trading companies, in particuler Astor's American Fur Company. As a 
perennial political appointce, Cass found 14t worth while to have | 
fricnis amonz these influential traders, end as Stickmey'ts superior | 
4n the Indian Department, Cass was 4m all likelihood inclined to : 


support the traders 4n any quarrel that might have developed. In 


at Foxt Weyne in 1824, John Tipton, another agent, wrote to John Cel- 
houn, "You will no doubt recollect that Mm. Stickney while Agt here | 
was hareesed with charges and all kinds of persecution." (266) | 

Under those circumstances, which we can only surmise, Benjamin 
Stickmey left the agency in 1200 and moved to Toledo, whore he later 


gained prominence as a Jeadoxr in the fight to keep that section of the 


country unier the government of the state of Chio rather than the state | 


of Indiana. 


265. lewie Cass to Jotn Calhoun, January 7, 1019, Michigan Pioneer ani | 


Historical Collection, Vol. 28, pe 91. 


266, John Tipton Papers, Indiana Historical Collection, XXIV, ed. | 
Nellie Armetrong nobertson and Doxothy «ike? pe 4526 | 
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Dr. William Turner, Stickmey’s successor, hed been stationed at 


Fort Wayne between 1010-12 as garricon surgeon's mite. On April 7, 


. ee eee 


1813, he was promoted to surgeon in the Seventeenth Infantry. Te re- 


sicned fyom the army on January 31, 1015, returned to Fort Wayne as a 


private citizen, and mrried Anne Wells, danghter to Captain Willian || 


Wells. On March 6, ifi9, he was appointed agent for the Miami, Tal I 
River, and other Indians, and in 1620, assumed all of Sticlmey's dutios. 
I 


Because cf 411 health, Turner began to drink considerably, and within 
@ yoar, on hy 24, 1€20, Calhoun informed him of his removal from 


office in consequence of “uneatisfactory conduct.” (267) However, the | 


et ene een wees ss 5 meee att 
‘ 


effairs of the asency wore not turned over to his euccessox, John Hays, | 
until Aumct, 1820. Turner éfed et Fout Wayne in 1€21. | 
At s tine vhen tho story of Indian relations was a sordid and 
corrupt cne, revealing on the part of traders, agacts, and officials 
of the Indian aaministration a bagenoes ani moral depravity that was 
unusual even for the ninoteenth century, John Hays stands out as one 
of the fow agente who could not be clasac= in such a group. Bays was 
born in New York City in 1770. While a youth, hoe enzaged in the Indian 
trade as a clori in a treding house in Canada. In 1793 he settled at 


Caholsia, Illinois, where he held a mumbor of government positions until 


his appointzent at Fort Weyne. Unfortumately for the Indians of this 


area, Rays rominoi at Fort Wayne less than three years. 


267. Calhoun to Tomer, May 2%, 1020, quoted in Tipton Papers, I, ING, | 
XXIV, ed. Nellie Armstyong Roberteon and Dorothy Hiker, pp. 535-6. 
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Jom Haya was never happy at Fort Wayno, despite lis good work. 


| 
| 
He could not bring his family here, aa they were too mimrous to move | 
| 
a ercat distance, and tho five hundred miles to Cahokia was also too | 


he found that by his own efforts, ho was helpless in checking the i 
i 


fay fox Days to visit thom. Furthernore, Unys becuse disgusted when 


tvadere from furnisguing the Indians whiskey. On ons occasion the tradera 


combinsa against hia to prevent tho issuance of a prosidential order 
curtailing tae amount of whiskey brought to Fort Wayne. 

Haye also uxgod the appointment of a sub-agent to assist him in 
controlling the situation, and the roestablishuont of a military force 
et Fort Wayne. “It is noither Chicagoe, Green Day, Prairie du Chien, | 
Talla of St. Anthony, Rock Miver, of any pert of the Mississippi or ever 
Michilluakanac...tnat in my opinion a Milivary foxce would be more 
nocessary.” (263) he wrote to Jom Calhoun. The opinion of Hays was 
not ons to be lightly put aside, as it was he, who on tho strength of 
his wide expevience, furnished informtion on tho routes for the armies | 
ani the distribution of forces from Montreal to Michilimckinac during 
the War of 1012. 

Qring to the disapproval of his proposals by Governor Gase, head | 
of the Fort Wayne agency, none of Hays' suggestions were adopted, how= 
ever. Hays was often at odds with Cass ag to the manner of dealing 


with the Indians. one occasion, Hays had been having particular 


trouble with the Potawatomics unier Lptea. These Indians objected 


e68,-.Nellie A. Azustrong "John Hays and tho Fort Wayne Agency", 
‘Indiana Magazine of History, Vol. 39, 1943, pe 229. 
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by Reverend Isaac McCoy's Indian pohool children living within the fort. 


cheval was born at Winchester, Virginia, April 9, 1793, and went to 


to txaveling to Detroit to receive their annuity rather than coming 


to Yoxt Waynes, which was almost a hundred miles closer to their village, 


i 
neax “the present site of South Bond, Indiana. Hays, therefore, agreed i 


that the next payments should be mde at Fort Wayne, but Cass ignored 
the agreement and ordered the Indians to come to Detroit. After they 
argivod, Cass reproached them for crossing into Canada to recoive | 
Britich gifte. Mtea bitingly replied that they would gladly give up 
the practice, if the Americans gave out the amnuities at Fort Wayne. 
During his second year at Fort Wayne, Hays was obliged to reduce 


his expenditures from $5,000 to less than $3,000 in line vith a general 
| 


vediuction of funds for the Indian Department. At the same tims, he 
| 


| 
i | 
1 | 


neoded money to repaixy the agoncy quarters within the fort, which were | | 
| 
fant decaying. Added to the decay was the destruction brought about i 


The property of the agency at this times was listed as “public dwellings 
inside the stockade, five dwolling houses outside the fort, one black- 
emith shop, one coal house, one root house, one stable, two pastures, | 
one timothy meadow, and one field all fenced. "(269) | 

While Jom Hays was Indian agent at Fort Wayne, Benjamin eee 


Kercheval served as his assistant at a salary of $500 a year. Kor- 


Detxoit when he was eighteen. Around 1818, Kercheval came to Fort 


269. Nellie A. Armstrong, “John Hays and tho Fort Weyne Agency", 


Inijana Macazine of History, Vi Vol. 39, 1943; De. eee 
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ai Wayne and here served for a tine as an interpreter for Bonjamin | | 
Sticknoy. Iater he bocame a representative of the Amrican Fur commen | 
a position he held when he was employed by Haya. Hays used Ker cheval : 
a groat deal ana trusted him implicitly. In 121, the birth of a 
daughter to Benjamin Kercheval and his wifo, foymerly Maria Forsythe, 
vag an event of such interest to the Indians that they shortly adopted 
the child with solem ceremonies as a merber of tho Miami tribe. 

Tae national government recognized the growing importance of Fort — 
Wayne in the establishment of a postoffice in 1820. Although Semel 
Fama was in reality the first man to sorve as postmaster at Fort — 
Kerchoval whose commiesion bore the date of February 4, was tho first 
appointee of President Monroe. Hanna established the office in his 
store, after Kerchoval evidently had declined to serve. | 

At this time thore wae one mail evory two weeks from Cincimati, 
and the only newspaper to find its way to the pioneer village reg- 
Riany wag the Liberty Hall vom Cincinnati. In 1822, in response to 
the demands of the town, the government established rogular routes | 
between Fort Wayne and Chicago, as well as the Chio villages on the St. | | 
os a | 

The chief industry of the village 4n these early years contimed | 
to be trade with the Indians, either for thoix fure and peltries or 
for thei enmity money. With the end of the Indian wars, the Miamls 


ana neighboring tribes once more found time for hunting ani trapping. | 
} 
At the same time the establishment of European peace in 1815, at the | 


emi of the etSiecatc era, brought about a sharp vise in the price of | 
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fuxys. New and poverful traders bogan to ees in the Maume-Wabash 
| area with many coming to Fort Weyne as the contral point of the region. | 
Wo have alxeady notea the fixm established by Same] Hanna and hie | 
| brother-in-law, James Barnett in 1819. A yoar later the American Fur | | 
| Company, opexating fom Detroit and owned by John Jacob Astor, estab- ie 
lished an important branch at Fort Wayno. Benjamin Kercheval, Alexis 1 | 
Coquillazd, and Francis Conparet were its first representatives. Com- i 
paret and Cogquillard, both cam directly from Detroit for the purpose : 
of establishing the company's branch house at Fort Wayne. Comparet : 


vomminea at Fort Wayne permanently, but Coquillard later eatablished | 
t 
| 
of the city of South Bend, as an outpost of tho company's establish- 


mont at Tort Wayne. 
In 1022, the family of Alexandex Ewing came to Fort Wayne from 
Troy, Ohio. The Ewing family consisted of Alexander Ewing, an old | 
Penneylvania trader, his wife, Charlotte, three adaughters--Charlott, 
Iavina, and Loulsae-, and four gons--Charles, who becams president 
judge of the circuit court of Indiana, Alexander H., who later became 
a prorperous Cincimnati merchant, and George W. and William G., who 
became associated with theiy father in the trading establishment. 


2 Alexander Ewing with his sons, George W. and William G., aid 


oad 


business under the name of "A. Ewing and Sons". After the older Ewing's 


HI 
@oath in 1226, the firm becamo “W.G. and G. W. Eving." The Ewings 


became kmown for their real-estate end fux-tryading operations, the | 
t2x: 
latter on a scale that made them rivals of the American Pur Company | 
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| | 
tn the Groat lakes xegion. At first the tvo firms were friendly toward | | 
er 


\ 


each othox, but a trade wax which eventually broke out between the two | 


companies in 1838 resulted in tho bankruptcy of the American Fur Comeny, 


five yoars later. Tho Byvings also found it profitable to advance goods | 
| | 


——E 


to the Indians, thereby presonting large claims against tho annuity | 
payments for the Indians. The Ewings had branch houses in Logansport, 


lagro, and Peru, and posts in Missouri, Iowa, Michigan, Kansas, Wis- 


ee wane erent eet ee 


consin, and Minnesota, at the height of theix business interests. 
Tio yoax 1822 also brought to Fort Wayne the families of William 
Nesbit Hood and his brother, Robert Hood, who came frcem Dayton, Ohio. 


fhe Hoods also secured a license for trading with the Indians. Although 


| 

| 

| 

o 

| 

gsuccessful in their operations, they never entered into large scale | | 

tyading such es the Ewings, and later became involved in politics end 

veal estate spoculation. | 

Most of the traders at Fort Wayne seldom left town, but had a mim | 

ber of men called "encages” in their service who accowpanied the Ind- 

fans in theix hunts, supplied them with goods in small quantities, and 
watched them thet they did not soll their furs to traders other than 
theixy omployers. The furs broucht in consisted principally of deer 

and yaccoon skins. Boar, otter, and beavor were becoming scarce. In 

the eizhtcen-thirties, when the beaver pricos tumbled and the raccoon 

sierid became popular, the Mauneo-Wabash region becam for a few yoars 


the centex of interest of the Amexican fux trade, as this area produced || 


large numbers of raccoons. . | 


fe ekine when brought in wore losgoly xollod oy tied, but they / 
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were aftorward mde into packs which were three fest long and eighteon 


| 

| 
inches wide after being subjected to a hoavy pressure in a wedge press. | 
Tho values of the furs were neminal, as they wero paid for in goods | 
passed off to the Indians for two or three times their actual worth. 
Moroover, fur prices fluctuated greatly, devending upon the fashion. | 
Cn February 24, 1823, John Raya wrote to Colhoun tendering his | 
resisnation es Indien agent at Fort Waynes, pointing out that ho was | 
| 


too far from his hom at Caholria, Illinois. Aftoy olabcrating on the 


benefits the Indians had received unior his administration of the | | 
¢ { 
agency, he strongly recommended that Benjamin B. Kercheval, his peeeon 
assistant, be appointed as his successor. Kercheval was an excellent | 


man for the position, but did not receive the appointment, as Hays had | 


to Calhoun. As the fears of British intrigue around Fort Veayne had 
veniched after the War of 1812, the agency at Fort Wayne cams to be 


yegarded as a political plum. The state delegation in Congress had 


refused to remove Hays in order that Jolm Tipton, a native of Indiana, | 
could be appointed in his place. Howevor, when tho Indiana delegation | 

i 
heara of Bay's intended resignation, they carried the mtter of their 


yecommndation of Mpton divectly to President Monroe and secured his 


Whon Kercheval brought the news of hie failure to Hays, the lattor 


approval before Cnlhoun had the opportunity to xecomnend Kercheval. 
wrote to lewis Cass, “I nevoy vas more disappointed and mortified than | 
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| | on the aryvival of Mr. Kercheval. I certainly should not have resigned 
at this moment, had I not thought Mr. Kercheval would be successful." | 
(270) | l 
Hays remined at Fort Wayne until June 5, 1023, and for a short | 
time both ho and Tipton vere present at the agoncy. John Tipton was 
@ product of the east Tennessee fxrontior, whore he was born in 1766. 
When he wag seven, his father was killed by an Indian. In 1007, the 
Tipton family moved to Harrison County, Indiana. Although he lacked 
any foyanl education, Tipton's dynamic qualities aa a leader more j i | 
than compansated for his educational shortcomings. In later life, 
Tipton leazned to read and write, but it always remained a difficult 
tase fox hin, judging by unis lottera. In 1611, TMpton tock part as 


@ cotzmn soldicx in the battle of Tippecanoe. Afterward his advance- 


ment in the amy was astonishingly rapid, for in six years, he became 
& brigadier general. Aftex the Wex of 1012, TMpton's rise in the 
political field was equally as vapid and his influence became state- 


wide. The political positions he held were es follows: justice of 


the peaco, deputy sheriff, sheriff, member of the state legisiature, 
etate coumissione¥, Indian agent at Fort Wayne, and finally U. S. 
Senator. 

In 1623, Tipton was glad to accept the position as Indian agent 


pleasantly complicated by financial and domestic difficultios. His 
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270. John Tipton Papera, I, IHC, XXIV, ed. Nellie A. Robertson and 
Dorothy niker, p. 3503. 
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at Fort Wayne for life at Corydon, hie former home, had become un- | 
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| marriage to Martha Shields had ended with a divorce in 1817. The 
galery of the Iniian agent was $1.200 a ysar, a faix income in those 
days. Tne position also gave Tipton special advantages in the treaty 
negotiations to secure choice sites of land either for hia fricnds or 
for himself. It was primrily throuch this means that Tipton was well 
on his way to becoming one of the wealthiest mn in the state at the | 
tins of his death. 
When Tipton received his appointment there were only 2,441 Miami, | 
Potavatemie and Eel Rivex Indians left in the territory covered by the : | 
Foxt Wayne agency. in 162%, their aadiiities amounted to $17,300 for 
tho Miamis,$1,100 for the Eel River Indians, axd $1,700 fox the Potawat- 
ouies. Tnaese amuities, which increased threefold during Tipton's ad- | 
ministyvation, were a stake well worth effort of the traderr. MbrYoover, | 
added to these annuities were the gifts and other contengencies which 
the government furnished the Indians and had to buy from the traders. 
Tho txadexe in the vicinity of Fort Wayne realized the fur trade was 
declining, but they also imew tho Indians sill needed their goods and 
encoursged them to buy heavily on credit. The Indians vecognized these 
debts, some of which were artificial even, and before the anmities 
wore paid, the traders mde sure they received their payments. What 
was joit fox the Indians was either spent on whiskey oy in buying more 
goods. ‘There was no limit to the greed of many of the tradeys. Finding 
the amnuities inadequate, they joinod with the Indians in aeking for | 
increased payments by the government and conspired to hold up treaty 


| egreoments until theiz demnis were granted. 


—— 


ny n Nee ws i a 
_icth I40,S elmo exew exert Sremiatogqas Pod hevlacet acbigeh a a 
4 : > Ma 
| ect gd bekevoes, yrotiwzed exit jot Stel asathel wow tl lex tua @ i ‘ ol 


an 


4 


M 
if 


pitinkt exellent end to wer to hoor eid of ddmEL ow ot a 


: —- 
4 . 4 
. 
Py yf oul a4 . 
> » f e 
- 
‘ : ; an ; 
’ Biss bry rs A ae ee oe a L 
‘ eee? es t ye 7 . 
» r nl axl oY Dag - see ae ~ 
A # 
of \y - fe y : 
' , ’ P ad pyres, it Las i i evra 
+ ag9 = io rnd x : : 
’ 3 : - 2 ae ° fh ee Cee re 


a. =e - i we 1} : oe Ae sie a Aa . 
7 = wo a= * - ao) my rey - 7p 
a | , 
( Si 
| 
- 
i 


\eemit fhexiepevet ensticcl ec? Sibert ao ylivead wat oF medt fb 


™ 7. wine mo - — pao 
A oo ee 


ea? tite at eoravs & wi aid teksa one 

eucitd mt edtoont Hhek © rane 0 O0Si2F env mii sae eset , 
Yeerw et ak sesndaarie Istooqu aadgt? evsg me mtn 

WO alvett on wel todete taal Io getlea eoliowe ounbes ote — mie 


- a4 


4s 2 


é 
\ 
ve 


TLew etw sotg?? Pod? ached stele mavowls veto saver! 


xox OO t.7i@ ov bedrs nies setthonns sted .MS0L of »Yaage — , 
Soumsot ott wok OCF iG bw ,eneti: cov ba Let oft “ok Cott anit“ 
-hs e‘aoigt? neki bloiteemist heneewonlt spidey .seldinune eseill 
q8OTG0' -atehen? aly to Penola ditow Llow etiedu @ Crow atvoxts 
feldw eelocepmetace netido has evil, oid cine eatdlbadliie ae oF | 
uteiowd od moth yod of fed bow anatial oft bedakorst cmaatovon ¢ o r 
new ebay sot wi Bextisor eaysl suk to ytabofw ett alt wxebot 


ats 


ins abou tie iobear (Lie exetink end wort osle yom? dul yycto 


soltitiuman edd etoted bas . > [utuli tins orow dolketw to ome odd o 
tad .otsmercey alent bevteces yes? ome obea wteher alt a Sw 7 
oma pohyd at vo yeolatiivac dneqn vectie eee oo ha ost ot | 


orisus of mantel ed) ddtw heatot (edd votnupebeck eottta 
Geext gu bied oF Lesiqanoo fae * escETO onit . | 


I f eaiih’ ‘ 
ee = ? i om. 
14 \ * - : if ' Ve? 
ft i a a a y | ‘i 
B fd vf" len ' : ie jee q 
+ 7 rT} y ° 7 
[Larnn va a ae a" 
Diag i le 
é ree ie 


=—— 


The outetanding incident of Tiptorjs second year as agent was his 
secizure of gocds belonging to tus powerful Anexican Fur Company for 
violation of the Intercourse Act on the part of two of their clerks at 
Fort Wayne. Tipton's action was uphold by a gury 4n the United States 
@istrict court, and the goods vere declared fovfeited. Heveverts—wnen 
the-vaee_magwcarvvied-te-tie-Uni ted-Sistes-dietrict-court,-end the 
goaiesere-detiarci sorieitek, However, when the case was carried to 
ths United States Supreme Court, the judgement vas reversed, and 
the cage was ordered back to the Gietwict court, where it was finally 


dienicsed. 
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CHAPTER VI 


PIATTING OF FORT WAYNE AND THES FIRST LOCAL GOVERMENT 


While the traders, large and small alike, were thus successiully 
evading any effective control over their operations, Fort Wayne was 
developing from s frontier army post and portage center into a very 
prospercus coumnity. its strategic location, the opening of a land 


office in 1222 and its selection as the county seat of Allen county 


4 i 
H 
1) 


To land office was established at Fort Wayne by an act of Congress 


| 
1 
broucht mny new sottlers to the area. gee 
on thy 8, 1022. ‘The coming of Joseph Holman of Wayno county, appointed | 

| 

by Srosident Monroe to serve as the first register of the land oifice, 
and Captain Samiel C. Vence of Dearborn county, as the receiver of the 
public moneys, was tho signal for great activity in securing the 
choicest sites whon the sale ehould open in the fall of 1823. 


Rogister Holman and Captain Vance established their offico in 


| 
| 
| 
the old fovt where mich of the clerical work of the business cans 
unijex the direct supervision of @ young man who accompanied Captain 
Vance as his assistant, Allen Hamilton. Lemilton latex became cne of 
the most foremost mexchants in the Fort Weyne area. Ue was born in 
2 I 
Tyxone county, Ireland in 1793 end came to America in 1617 to retrieve | 
the family wealth which had beon lost by hie father. in this ho was 
quite cuccessful after arriving at Foxt Wayne. As a trader, he became | 
@ good friend of the Mamia, and in particuler Chief Richardville. 


| 

| 

| 

In thie manner he was generally able to obtain choice land sites from a 
| 
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the Indians in exchange fox payment of theiy dobts. He and Tipton 


later became partnoys in buying ani improving Indian lands fox specu- 
lation. In political affairs he was not so successful, later incurring | 


} 
the powerful opposition of the Iwings by veason of his friendship with | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| the Amorican Fur Company. | 
To ach that sot up the land office at Fort Wayne provided that | 
all public lenis fox which tho Indien title had been extinguished and | 
which had not beon granted to or secured for the use of any individual 
oF individuals or appropriated and recorved fox any other purpose wre 
to be ovened for sale. It wae necessary to mke som decision about tho 
foxt and public butléings which had deen used by the Indian agency since 
the withdirewal of the garz-ison in 1819. Upon the zecomnendation of | 
Lewis Caes,tho site of the fort and thirvy acres additional were with- | 
hold fxvom the gale in order that the Indiens assembling for councils 


or ammity payments might have a place for encampment. The land spec- 
part of the valuable reserve. Tinton was one of the principa} opponents 


uiators were bitterly disappointed and mde periodic efforts to secure 


of its sale ag long as the agency remainod at Fort Wayne. (271) | | 
; | | 
POO AN A ener an ieee | 


271. ft a lntor date pazt of the reserve was taken ovex by the state ini 
comection with the opening of the Webash-Erie canal; the reraining 
tuenty acrcs were purchased by Cyrus iaber and opened ior sale in | 
1855. It appears fyom John Tipton's correspondence at the timo | i 
that he end Allen Hamilton also had an interest in Taber's pure ! / 
Ghase. 
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On October 22, 1223--the thirty-third anniversary of Harm's de- 
feat on thie same epot, and tho twenty-ninth anniversary of the dede- 
ication of the original fort--the governuent land sale was opened in | 
the fort. Jom T.Darz, a merchant of Daltizore, Maryland, and John | 
McCorkle, an active citizen of Piqua, Ohio, combined thelr resources 
and purchased the tract which is mown as the Original Plat. 


Toither of these original proprictors cf ¥ort Woyne chose to make 


en see rere nt 


——— 


his: home here. Nothing is know of the activities of John T. Derr in 
Paltimore, beyond the showing of the Teitimore city dixoctories of hie | 
period, which refer to him as 4 merchant. More ig known, however, of 


| 
1 
| 
thse activities of John McCorkle. He was born at Pigua in 1791. As 
the owner of a carding mill, svietaill and oil mill, he laid the Zoune | 


gation for a procperous future and became Piquats most enterprising 


| 
ceitizon. In 1819, together with John Hodsos, he furaished supplies | | 
of boef and bread to the Indians at Fort Wayne while they vere avaiting | 
thoir ammuity peymente. Two years later hs founded St. Mary‘*s, Chloe. | 
fle wos actively engegod in state and national politics in 1829, when | 


ho died at the age of thirty-sicht. fy 
i 


Tary and McCorkle came to tho Fort Wayne land sale together, ina | 

{ 

bateau, Which they propelled down the St. Mary's river. For the orig- | 
inal tyact, they paid twenty-six dollare per acre, an extravagant price 
: 7 | 


ooh ee 


for westem land. (272) They took tumediate steps to plat the property | 
| 


2T2.e Jom Tipton Papers, II, INC, XXV, ed. Nellie Robertson and 
Dorotay Kiker, pe 18. 
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and to offer it for sale in the form of business and residence lots. 
A surveyor was employed to lay out the property which today would in- 


clude that part of Downtown Fort Wayne bounded on the north by the 
Rickel Plate Railroad, on the east by Bar¥ Stroot, on the south by | 


Weehington Boulevard, and on the west by the alley betwoen Qlhoun and 


Harrison streets. The plat consisted originally of 110 lots. ‘There 
| 

were foux noxrth-and-south streets ani five east-and-west streots. | 
Alexander Eving secured eighty acres of ground immediately west 


of the Barz and McCorkle tract. This later became Imown as “Ewing's. | 
/ i 
addition". The tract know ae “Wolls p¥e-emtion", lying between the 
forka of the St. Mary's and St. Joseph xivers, having been set aside 


| 
by Congyess for Captain Welle as early as 1808, was purchased by his 
heixe at tho minimum price of $1.25 an acre. | 

| 


Te lend offices were continued at Fort Wayne during the period of | 


scart nA LE ELTON 


twenty-one yeara. The positions connected with it were considered | 
excellent rewards for political service. Tous, with the inauguration | 


of Jackson in 1829 Holman and Vance were vemoved. Inter eppointees 


' 


were also appointed ox removed according to the political fortune of i 
i; 


While the proprietors of their newly purchased land were busy | 
preparing for the gale of lots, the state legislature on December 17; 
1823, passed an act creating the county of Allen, with jurisdiction | | | 
over what is now Wells, Adams, DeKalb, and Steuben countiés and portions | 
of Noble, LaGrange, imtington, and Whitley counties. This area in- | 


cluded practically all of northyastern Indiana. ‘The nam of Allen | 
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county was suggested by John Tipton, who was an ardent admirer of Col- | 
| 
| 


onel Joun Allen, the gallant Kentuckian who, eftor aiding in the relic? 


/ 
of Fort Wayne in 1812, lost his lite at the battle of the River Raisin | 
in Michigan. | 


Darr and McCorkle awaited the organization of the county governuent, 


i} 


after which they proceeded with the work of securing roturns on their | 


4nvestments. At this time the¥e were no gtxoots beyond beaten paths : 
\\ 
iI 


and adxviveways which had, by chance, come into accepted use whenever 


one man chose to valk or dzive over & youte taken by another before — 


hin. However, with the laying out of the stroots for the futuro town, 


/ 
i 
HI 


the site assumed an ait of order and onterprise. There was worl for all. 
The legislative act creating Allon county took effect April l, 182k. 


| 


Six daye previous to this date, foux state commissioners arrived to | 
the only village of any size in the ayea was thoir natural selection 7 
| 


seloct the coat of government for the now county. Foxt Wayne being 


as had been anticipated. Those commissioners, in accordance with 


finstxuctions from the state legislature, held theix session at the 


i 
tavozn of Alexander Ewing, known ag Washington Hall, and soon completed 
the formlities of their miswion. | | 
il 


The first election of county officers occurred on Mhy 22. Previous 


to this, Governor Willian Eondricks had named Allon Hamilton to serve 


as shoriff of Allen county. Ts election of county officers was held 


| 
tm accoxdance with the eheriff's proclamtion. Although partisan | 
politics did not entey into it,the yaco was 4 heated one, as indicated 


by the attompt of the defeated candidates to contest the election. 
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and William Rockhill, James Wyman, and Francis Comparet for county | 
commissioners. Alexander Ewing, a rival of Samel Hanna, and Mrshall | 
K. Taylor, who ran against Comparet, filed notices of contest of | 
election, claiming that there was an unfairy count of the ballots. : 
However y they failed to prove their charges. | 
At tho first mooting of the commissioners, John Tipton vas 
appointed to the important post of county agent. The commissioners é 
also fixed the following figures to regulate the rates to be chargod by 
tavernkeepexs, who were required to pay an anmal license fee of $12.50 
to coniuct theiy business: Dinner, breakiast, and supper 25 cents; 
keoping horse, night and day, 50 cents; lodging per night 124 cents; 


whiskey, pox half pint 123 cents; brandy, per half pint, 50 cents; 


: 
gin pex half pint, 373 conts; cider, per quart, 18 cents. | 
fhe board also doctaea upon the following rates for assesement | 
on personal property for the year of 1024: Male pexeon, ovey the age | 
of 21 years, 50 cents; horse or mile, 373 conta; work oxen, 19 cents; | 
gold watch, $1; silvor watch, 25 cents; pinchbeck watch, 25 cents; | 
pleasuxe carriage, four wheels, $1.50; pleasuxe carriage, two wheels, 
$1.00. (273) 


273. ‘Treasurer's Repoxt for Allen County, 1825, Allen County Historical 
Society Archives. 
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yeasurey Holman reported that in 182% the county was entitled to | 
$111.62 fvom taxes. The state at that tim, and for a long period to | 
follow, paid a pounty on all wolf scalps taken; ths certificates thus 
sogued were receivable for tax payments. For the first years, nearly 
all the taxes of Allen county were paid off in these certificates, ad | 
good indication of the wild nature of the Fort Wayne area. 
{ne fixet sesaion of the Alien County circuit court was held need 
ning Auguss 9; 1£2h, at Ewing's tavern, with Judges Cushman and Hama | 
presiding. ‘The xocords of the opening years of the county's judicial | 
history reveal the fact that very few of the leading citizens ‘escaped 
4ndictment on charges of selling liquor Sllogally, larceny, assault | 
and battery, gaubling, gofamation of character, oF trespassing, while | 
the civil and chancery cases wore nwzorous from the beginning (27%) | 
The yepors of the first geand jury, which was recoived no doubs | 
with complacency by the commnity, would if duplicated at tho present | 
time precipitate official investigations end loss of positions. But 
4% xoFlocts the spirit of the time in early Fort Wayne. Both of the 
associate judges were 4ndicted for minc# offenses. Of the nine ae- 
gendants charged with illegal sale of liquors, the large paxt were men | 
whose names ave synonymous with the builders of early Fort Wayne. Six | 


ws | 
of those accused of the illegal sale of liquor paid fines of tures | 
j 


o7k. Judge Allen Zollare, “Bench and Bar. of pe eee whaucteh an | 
Chavles Slocum, Valie of the Upper Maumee Bivek II, p- 439. 1 
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dollars, while the remining thres dxow fines of four dollars each. 


the Indians, and practice continued. 


| 

t 

Apparently 4t wag well vorth suca small fines to be able to trade with | 

| 

Tio most important miter to cone before the county commissioners | 

| 

sn 182% was the proposition of John T. Barr end John" ScCorkle in regard | 

to the tvon plat which thoy had laid out in August. ‘The offer included | 

a grant to the county troasury of $500 cash ani the donation to tho : 

county of one square fox the use of public buildings {the present Court ! 
Hovse square), ene lot foz a school building, and one lot for a church 


F 

| 

of no particular denomination, but free to all. In addition to ea 
| 

H 


Tovx ani McCorkie offered various other lote located throughout the | 
plat to be disposed of by the county. | 

The couniesionere lost little tins in accepting this offer, and | 
the town of Fort Wayne consisting of about sixteen cguare blocks cams | 
Santo existence. The deed was made out to John Tipton, the county agent.! 
Tho first lots wore sold Septomber 18, 102%, undex the direction of : 
Tipton. ‘The buyeFa were Francis Cormaret, William Barbeo, William | 
cutton?iela, Tavayd Mitchel, Thomas Ryo, Cuarles W. Dwing, toos Goodwin, 
Jon J. Gates, Benjamin Kercheval, Christopher Valloquitte, Jean, | 
B.Richardville, Alexander Ewing, Willian Murphy, Benjamin Archer, 
Moses Scott, James Scott, William N. ood, Jacob Everly, Walker end 


Davis, Same] Fanna, end Eoenjamin ani Jacob Glossbruner. (275) | 


Er a ee eer 


275. Tipton Papers, I, INC, XXIV, ed. Nellie Robextson and Dorothy 
Riker, Pe b05. 
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Soma of these lots, in the heart of the prosent city, sold for 


$10.25; the highest bfought only $25. The entire thirty-six lots 


less thon $20. per lot. lbst of the purchasers mde a dowm payment 


aa 

an 

1 eke 
couptising this original sale netted only $690.50, an average of | | 

= 

\ 


of half the purchase price. After the sale of come of the remining | 
H 


lots, Tipton resigned as county agent on September 5, 1825, and Charles | 
W. Ewing was appointed to fill the vacancy. : 


With the selection of Fort Weyne as the county seat and the 


1 


H 


improvemant and sale of the public lanis, new sottlers began to arrive tl 
in 102%. One of these was Hugh Hanm, the brother of Sameol Hanna, i 
who established the first cabinet and carpenter shop. ‘he villagers | 


wex'e becoming prosperous enough to build more permanent homes and fure | 


nish them vith better furniture. Chief Richsrdville and Samel Tanna, 
following the best tyadition in the East, imported most of their | 
household furnishings from France. 

Another indication that Fort Weyne was becoming a village for | 

he more permanent type of settler was tne establishment of a emll | 
brick factory north of the town by Benjamin Archey who algo errived | 
tn i102. From the products of his yards the first brick building at | 
Foyt Wayne was constyucted neax the end of that yoar. 

Other settlera of 132 vere Mrs. Potex Edeali and her nino 
children. At Fort Wayne the family purchased a farm. later her sons--' 
Samel, Jdohmfimon, ani William--becams identified in the developments 
of the town, establishing saw mills, laying plank roads, and finally 


contzacwing for the construction of the first railroad to reach Fort 
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Wayne. William Stewart, Smilvood Noel, John Bruno, Charles ani 
Francis Minie, Richard Ciobert, and Joseph Barron also came to the 
villags in 122k. Most of thess poople came from Guio, Kentucky and 


Vireloia by way of the Ohio and St. Mary's rivers. A few of them 


and the Maumee ¥river. 
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CHAPTER VII 


Tre TREATY OF 1626 AND THE REMOVAL 


OF THs INDIAN AGINCT 


Tho year 1825 found the village of Fort Wayne risen to a town of 


nearly one humired and fifty people--that is to say of persons con- 


piderveé move or less permanently settled. The town was in the pathway 


of many who traveled by way of the wivers, passing chiefly to the 
eouthwest; co theve was a closer businegss ami social comection with 
tho busy eastern centers than had prevailed during the earlier yoars. 
in many respects the growth of Fort Wayne was typical of what 
was happening elsewhere 4n the West. Tae Indian country, opensd to 
the whites by the treaties between 1795 and 1818, was being speedily 
sottlod. ‘The “iiew 2urchase” acquired from the Miami and Potawatontie 
in 1218 vas carved into twenty-two counties and a flood of settlera 
xughed in to take up the choice locations. in 1829 it was estimted 
that a hundred thousand people were living in the Now Purchase. in 
1220, but four yeara a state, Iniiana boasted a population of 147,178 
people, and the next census vevealed the addition of 195,053. In 
1026, the fnwtiiexa thixvd of Indiana was held by less than three 
thousand Indians vhile tho couthern two-thirds waa eottled by one 
undyved tims as many whites. Within a short time prossure of the 
whites, who lusted for the rich land north of the Wabash-Maumse lins, 


lead to an inexorable demand for Indian removal. 
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Fort Weyno as a contral point along this line of the Maumee and 
Wabash rivers, and e+ the sdgo of the white civilization, while touch- | 


ing the Indian country, held a unique and paradoxical position. Ths 


traders and land epeculators at Fort Waynee-the Iwings, Hamilton, Hama | 
Barnett, Uocd, Comparet, Coguillard, and others--were making a hande 
pome profit in their a@oalinss with the Indians. As long as tho Iniian | 
agency remined at Fort Wayne, and as long as tho Inétans reminsd in 
this area and received over-botter ammities, these mon profited. 
Removal of the Indians, as William G. Eving pointed out, would deprive ! 
tho area of many thousands of dollavs distributed anmally. This eee 
ho imintained, contributed to the upbuilding of the a¥ea. (276) 
lowever, it must be womombered that there was a factor, especially | 
‘mpoxtant at Fort Wayne, which made the yonoval of the Indians vory 
G@csixabis. 10 cxaze for internal 4mprovements had struck Indiana in 
tho ceichtcon-tenties. Tao most-discussed and most-promising project 
was the proposed Wybash and Ex4o canal, for which the portage at Fozt | 
Wayne was the focal point. Miny of these traders at Fort Wayne had 
through theiy aatutenoss in pusinesa with the Indians acquired valuable | 
“property along the route of the proposed canal. Nevertheless, tke 
Indians still held the territory north of the Wabash end Maumoe, and | 
theix removal was necessary for tho work to be able to proceed. In 
the final analysis, it became a guestion of which interest was mnte i 
ee ee 
276. Jon Tipton Papers, I, IHC, XUV, od. Nollie Rbbertcon and 
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Dorothy siker, pe 15. 
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poverful, the Inifan traders and fur companies or the largo¥ group 

of lend epoculators, town-site promoters, merchants, and settlers 

of tho Webash and Mawnese valleys. It was ineviteble that the latter 
“oup should vin out, but at Fort Wayne the struggle ws a bitter cna. 
Here we see i of the traders, such as Enna, placed in the para- 
doxical position of ezitating fox the removal of the Indians, while at 
the same timo cager to retain their hniaty: Othors, in particular the 
Ewinzs, opposed their removal. Both groups had acquired valuabdie 
property along the proposed canal line, but those who sided with the 
Evinzs had more money invested in their trading operationg with the 
Inifans end usvally dealt in tho fuz trade alco. 

Somuhere betweon both groups stood dolm Tipton, Indian agent. 
Tipton nove¥ doubted that Indiana was Cestined to be a white man's 
country. He thorouchly agreed with the populav demand for internsl 
4rpyvovenents and for the removal of the Indians. He himself was one 
of the major holders of choice land, which he had acquired from the 
Inifane and which he hoped to develop. Dut as Indian agent he had to 


account for his acts to the Washington officiala as Well as to opinion 


- $4 Tnatana. Mbteover, he was not inseneible to the sorry plight of 


the once mighty Miami and Potawatoniie, whose contact with the white 
tradere had reduced thom to pitiful tzibes. Then, too, Tipton could 
not openly flaunt the powerful traders, who wanted the Indians to 
yorain. Tipton's position es Indian agens was recognized as one of 
the best political appointments in Indiana. His hold on his position 


depanied on his ability to keep in the good graces of the Indiana 
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delegation in Congress, and this in turn nocossitated making as few 


enemies as possible. Moreover, Tipton realized that the traders could : 


provent tho nogotiation of any treaty and the cession of land by the | | 
Indians by yeason of their powerful incluencs with the chiefa. Failure | 


to secure those cossions periodically would ruin any Indian agent. 


By 1626 Tipton was ready to act. He felt that the Miamis and | 
Potawatomis wore suificiently softened by thoir growing dependence 
on government annuities and on the whiskey and othex goods provided | 
by the traders to be amenable to proposals for another land cession. 
Accordingly, a commission of Tipton, lewis Cass, and Governor James | 


Ray of Indiana was appointed to deal with the Indians. 
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ly this tins, the procedure in negotiating Indian treaties had | 
become fairly stereotyped. Tho Iniians were gathered together by 
agents who mde liberal promisea of good things to com. At the | 
meeting place preparations were made for feeding great numbers of 
people; tradera were instructed to attend with attractive selections | 
of goods, barrele of whiskey wore imported; and every precaution was | 
taken to satisfy the appetites and desires of the Iniians. Atthe proper 
tims the agent in charge assembled the braves, to whom he read a 
E 
Indians wore upbyaided for their depredations, drunkemess, and | | . 
other misconduct, and reminded of the forebearance, generosity, and | 
friendliness of the whites. At this point the Indians vere asked what | 


| 

| 

stilted ana pompous message from the Great White Father in which tho 
lands they vould surrender and if they would move farther vest. 
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4% was apparent that the commissioners could get nowhere unloss they 


Ieither theliiamis nor the Potawatomles wanted to leave their lands 
an 1226, but after food ami whiskey had been consumd and goods given 


| 
i 
out to the value of $61,500 they showed signs of weakening. However, 


could secure the eupport of the traders. Tus latter voro concorned to 
have thoiz clains--somtines two oF three times tho actual amount of 
credit they had extended to the Indians--allowed end paid for cut of 
the annuities. They also wished to gain control of moze desirable | 
land thyough the treaty, thus obtaining it without the land being. 
put up at public euction as was the legal procedure. | 
Thexe had grown up in the administration of Indian affairs a 
method of passing Indian lands to the whites without subjecting them 
to the land laws of the United States. Tho statutoxy mothod of land 


Ginposal was for the Indians to cede land to the United States, where- 
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upon it became gubject to the administration of the General Land Office.) 
ho land would then be surveyed and sold at suction to the highest bidd- 


| 


faix and demeratic. The nonstatutory mothod of land a@isposal vorked : 
; \ 
| 


in this way; tvadox and Indian agents, who gonerally cooperated closely | 


ex. ‘the remining land was sold fox $1.25 an acre. ‘This msthod was 


with one another, would include 4n the Indian troaties provisions | 


i 
euthorizing the patenting of coxtain lands to the chiefs, half-breeds, 


ox ordinary members of the triboa. These reserves conveyed their 


rights to tradeys in payment of real oF imginary debts before the | 
| 
tveaty waa wigned oF shortly thereafter. Although presidential approval, 


gor euch conveyances was necessary, 4n mst cases the approval could | 
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be securod easily, provided the agents would report thet the Indians | 

had received a faiz price for their land. As tho agents vere either ! 

{ 

unicy obligation to the traders for support in treaty negotiations | 


ov were pexsonally intercated in some of the veservesa, they could 


usually be induced to send in a favorable report oven though tho Indians 


might have bartered their holdings away fox. come trinkets oF a fow 
avinks. 


T.9 Dyings, Hanna, Coguillard, Hamilton, Taber, Tipton, and : 


Vormllya, all acquired interests in 4ndividual rosexves to the azount 


| 


it 


' 
‘ 


of thousands of acres. All of these mon wore involved in the promotion | 


of certain projects fox which thoiz land was valuable. 


Thus we sce tho traders wove in full force at the treaty grounds 
in 1225, fighting for their interests. Thoy woxked through the chiefs 
and headuen of the tribes to whom they gave gizts and loans. To take 
cave of the tradexs clains, prescnt and prospective, it was necessary 
to incvcass the annuities and agree to poy the Indian debts. In addit- 


4on, goods to the value of $41,259 wexe distributed to the Miamis for 


two youre following the troaty. For these gtinuletions the Indians 


: 


surrendered 976,000 acres, the main part of which was along the Wabash | 


ani Mkumee rivers. From tais cession, the Miamis were permitted to 
yotain £1,000 acres for specisl groups and 13,920 fox individual re- 
SOFVOS. | 

Tao primary importance of this treaty, aside from the surrender 
of land wanted by actual settlers, ie that it opened the way for the 


construction of the Webash and Erie canal. ‘The treaty of 1826 and 
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the enlearsed annuities 1t provided also made the ultimte removal of \ 


egoncy from Fort Wayne, many protested vigorously. Fox a jong tims, — 


the Indians from this exea even more difficult. The frontier commnt ty | 
of Fort ‘syne could not be disdainful of payments of especie which ran 
ag hich as $100,000 in some years. The peyments of amuities, the 
distribution of gifts bought from traders and tho assumtion of Indian 
debta were followed by a pexiod of prosperity for agents, traders, and 
land spoculators. 

It 4s no wonder that when the people of Fort Wayne learned that 


Tipton kad applied to the governuent officials to move the indian 


Tipton had desired to remove the agency to a moze central location 
in the Indien country. ‘The exploitation of the Indians at Fort Wayns | 
was x¥eason enouch, but Mpton had to wait for a while as the Peesettion| 
was too strong. ‘The attitude of the traders at the treaty of 1026 gave | 
Tipton plenty of excuse to push the project of removal unce more. In 
e letter written February 7, 1£27, which eventually found its way onto 
the Senate floox, Tipton listed seven reasons why the agency should be | 
vomoved from Fort Wayne. (277) Tot only was the agency too remote fron 
the Indians, axgued Mpton, but it was also too cloce to mmroue grog 
shops ani to tho traders who sold his wards whiskey, encouraged them 
to xvun up debts which met later be deducted from amnuities, and 
Ghee tie them in a hundyed different waya. Tipton cited one case in 


which a white women at Foxt Wayne had purchased a shawl from a drunk 


277. JIchn Tipton Papers, I, IHC, XXIV, ed. Nellie Hobertson and 
Dorothy Riker, pp. 651-2. 


== le I re 0 
} 


7 oe — Na Be em 


erticence waite ot perenne 

tie Getta steam Res etemeneens eibitenetatbiied dk bias 
| usd ,vottivane Ro ataeayer et. sr th 
mate? Ro cobtgmamss ort? fos stabert mond figuod pity. to inc ah 
| etebant 4 mw ten 3 a Sl 268 


£8 A. « 


- 


tet? beciael srl mot 30 agent tom ft sao a AE B. 
sara ou? oven of eintotite ¢nematevog exit of Bekfane, be mm 
pent? gaol a uct .«qlenctopty betactosg yaam omy. deol mov, 

notteoel Lwediaee orem © oS wpneRS ed? evonos Of bomtaeb, eda 


bares 


sal + 


ome dugt ée enntiat edt to moltettolqre eff ogmdauce mathe od a 
1, an 


uohfiecogqe eff on elidw m sot dieu of baat axagtt Sex, sdpuCMe AERO Ot ol = 
ih 


ties 


ort AE ba iphone wee Ws weasels GEE Yo ehudtdte ed eal: 
ut sono sory Levees to doohos edt daxy oF cama to wtooly mm 
Cue Yow ott tiook yllestsove dotdw SSL Vf, ‘Vrnuas et ands howe 

| oS fiwods tedege exit yw mnoasex coven bodell motgl? .eoalt. s 
HON ota oot yangs edt eow vlan ¢o% _{TTS) ‘alii nee calle 
Boms nuwotomay of anole cof cafe naw 22 dad ymodq th Mecpes 
fed) hograresae ,yotatdw ehtew afd Bloe ode erehoxd 
haa ,ovl?ignre moet fetosbeb ed wetal gas d asc 

sth ores ono’ Kathe moti? .ayew tpexottte betes «ak. 


rad i 


7° 
- 
» 
° 
1 
4 
\ 


d ‘ 


i 


é 


if 


1 


1 


ve 


a 
ty 


SS 


; 
' 
i | [2- 
" 
0 eee [ 
lS —=—=+ 


equa for seven apples and 124 abate: This shawl had cost the squav | 
$3.50. | | : 
cinco the removal of the Indian agenay vould destory their higaly 
lucrative business, the tradeva at Fort Wayns put aside petty quearrels 
ani joined in common defense to prevent 4t. dJoim McCorkle, as a prin- | 
cipal ower of real estate at Fort Wayne, wrote to Representative | 
Millian McLean from Indiana: | 
| 


49 settlement has been formed in consequence of the establish- | 
ment of the agency at that place. eserves were made xox the use 
of the agent, thereby holding out a guarantee to the purchasera, 
of public lands and property, that thia agency would be continued 
at that place until the indians ghould be removed fyom that 

country. Among others, I became se considerable purchaser or 

considerable public lands, for which Z paid an oxtravagant price. i 
One txact, near and adjoining the reservation fox the agency, I t / 
paid $26 per acre for...if a xenoval should take place, ths i 
Indians, as woll as the inhabitants at Wayne, who have expended | | 
theiy all there, will be greatly discbliged. (278) \ 


Judging fyom an earlier Jotuer of McCorkle to Tipton, the former | 


believed that the agent had misled him at the time the Fort Wayne lends | 
vere sold by the government. Mclorkle sincerely believed that tho 
agoncy would remain 2% Fort Wayne when he purchased the oxiginal plat. 
(279) Aftex the agoncy was removea from Fort Wayne, McCorkle and Tip- 


ton became bitter enomles. 1 | 
lao a i} 
Meanwhile the othor tradozs at Fort Wayne, in particular the Ewings ? 
UAL Sy nan Hx SE Se Te i a) 
Hamilton, and Taber, yaised tho old cry of mismanagement and misuse of |. , 


i 


goverment funds and sought the aigmissal of Tipton. Tipton's perennial 


i 


| 
t 
| 


ea Pe Se ae ag ere Re 
973, Jom Tipton Papers, II, Lic, XXV, ed. Nellie Robertson and Dorothy 
Rikcv, pe 10. i 
279. Jom Tipton Papers, I, IHC, XXIV, ed. Nellie Rodortson and Dorothy 
Kkikow, p-. vg | 
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eneiiles--Robert Hood, Benjamin Cushuan, and Elisha Harrise-brought five | 


chayges of misconducs against Tipton before tho Secretary of War, Jama V 


Barbour. (250) | 
i 


had a very gnestionable record. He was indicted severaltimes for 
stealing hoyses from the Indians. The other mon, Cushman and Hood, who 


filed the charges against Tipton, were both elected judges of Allen 


In answering these charges Tipton wrote: | 


Although 1t is improper for a mn to speak of his noicshbours 

faults and follios, yot boath self defence and truth justifies 

the assertion tiat a ia yorlvy os tho Citizsna i this village i 
are of the lovest order of cociety, such as discharged soldiers i 


= ishonourvable mon. DY this latter class is Robort Kood, Ion | | 


usin and Elisha B. Harris, who have fled from the oifended i 
ae ci tholy Country elscwhere and have atopped here on account = 
of the quantity of mony anmaly disbursed at this place. ‘Their 


constant practice is to got mony from the Indians by every artie | | 
fice in their powey...we should not be surprised at the unerampled ji | 


exertion mde to oust ma, when we retloct on the fat of all ny | 
preéecessors that Wells and Turney were dismissed, Sticimey put I 


out by address, and m. lays almost compelled by the socicty here | | 


to xesion. Tho superintendant mows moe and is not wholy una causa in-=| 
tod with the character of a parc of the inhabitants of this village’ 
eee can satisfy you what kind of people I have to doal with. (281) 


Elisha Harris, ono of the mon who filed charges against Tipton, 


county and apparently had some etanding in the commmity. Cushmnwas | 


indicted once for carrying concealed weapons, but he was nover con- i 


victed on any charge. Indeed there were few leading men in the county 


who escaped being brought before the couzt. Subpoenas were served on sap 


280. 


201. 


1 
Ibid, pp. 631-3. : 


Sckn Tipton Papers, I, INC, XXIV, ed. Nellie Robertson and 
lorothy Rinex pz. 662-3. | 
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Ewings, Suttenfield, and others. Nor waa Tipton innocent of all 
charges. His enemles could truthfully say that he bad used his pos- 
$tion ag Indian agent to ciin control of somes of the moat valuable 
lena in northern Indiana, but this they would not do, as they would 
expose themselves also. 

Isspite the vigorous protests and charges leveled against hin, 
{ipton wae able to accormlish his puxpose, the removal of the Indien 
ecency fyom Tort Vayno. Through the controversy, Tivton was supported 
by lewis Cass, his immediate enporiocr, who in this instance became 
convinced that the welfave of the Indians and the greatex convenience 
of Tipton required removal. With Cases’ influence on his side, the 
transfer vag authorized on Merch Vs, 1828. 

Tipton had a personal interest in securing the removal of the 

 agoney to a epot noay the Junction of the Wabash and Eol rivers. 
He and hig Teicnds wore able to lay out to the best advantage end to 
buy control of the Indien reserves here. Shortly thereafter, Tipton 
and hia asgociates established the town of Iogansport. To the new 
town gravitated many of those traders whore prosperity depended on 


tho Indian anmiities, among them being Cyrus Taber and one momber of 


the Ewing firm, George W. Ewing. Whiskey became as plentiful at Icpane | 


ppoxt as at Fort Wayne, and the Infiens were induced to ovexpurchase 
as often and cheated ans badly. One can hardly soo what benefit had 
been attained by the removal of the agency to Logansport other than 


tho enhancement of Tipton's fortunes. 
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Although tho Indians failed to secure eny benefits from the removal 
of the agency, actually it produced a blessing in discuise for the 
villace of Fort Wayne. Whilethe change was not {mmsdiately apparent, | | 


| the xomoval of the agency meant that the town would secure a hizher 

| type of sottlex than before, end that ite trowth would depend more 
on its own natural advantages and industry than on the artificial boom of 
the annuity payments. Most inpostant ef all, the removal of the agency | 1 


turned the attention of the villagers to new enterprises. Chief among | 


: these was the construction of the Wabash-Lyie canal, which proved the | 
| means by which Fort Wayne achieved a now end mre permanent reason 
fox oxistence « The semovel of the Indians in 1026 had made the lend 
available for the canal. Now the removal of the Indian agency in- 


directly resulted in local enthusiagm for its construction. | 
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On the other hand the agency played én important role in the ee | 
Govelopmen’ of Fort Wayne. While it was in existence here, the agency | | 


attracted many mon to this aroa, such as Hanna, Comparet, and the 


» 


Ewings, who latex vomained to build a city. The Indian agency also 


eee 


contsibuted indivectly to the ultimte construction of the canal. eng. 


i} 


means of trading with the Indians the choice lands they hoped to develop 
throush the construction of the canal. Consequently, thoy vigorously 
championsa the Wabash-ixie canal program. | | 

Fox a ehoxt time after the pvincipal Iniian agency hed deen | 
yomoved, a sub-agenoy wae mintained at Fort Wayne with Samel Llevie | 


| 

1 
of the leading traders, in particulary Samzel Hanna, had secured by | 
| 
and Abel C. Pepper in charge. When, on December 50; 1829, Per yer | 
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reported that the public buildings were in such a state of decay that 


a hundred dollars would be needed to repaix tiem, the government I | 


officials dotermined to discontinus even the subeagency. (202) Thue | 


early in 10306, Congress authorized the aale of the public lands yot i- 
. : 


roteined by the government at Fort Kayne. This act sounded the 
death-Imeil of the 014 “fort, which was purchased by a land company 
fvom Now Haven, Connocticut. Tue ovhes twenty actes wore purchased 


by the county. 7 
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